
Journal of Belonging and Human Connection 
brill.com/jbhc 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 7 March 2022  page 1 of 6 

Scope 
 

A sense of belonging is a fundamental human need. Alarmingly, research tells us that a significant 

portion of the population feel lonely and like they don’t belong. Loneliness has become an epidemic and 

people in adolescence and old age groups are at risk. Having a sense of belonging has widespread 

physiological and psychological benefits, with positive outcomes that transcend the lifespan, and 

possibly generations. The need to belong is common for all people irrespective of culture, race, ethnicity, 

geography, or location.  The aim of this journal is to present contemporary research on belonging, 

human connection and loneliness and draw together transdisciplinary approaches and theoretical 

orientations to address a burgeoning issue of our time. A secondary aim of the journal is to highlight how 

detrimental a lack of belonging is for psychological and physical functioning. The Journal of Belonging 

and Human Connection (JBHC) is a direct response to a critical issue and seeks to provide a platform for 

which we can begin to address it.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

JBHC now uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/JBHC. First-time users of EM need to 

register first.  Go to the website and click on the ‘’Register Now’ link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are strongly encouraged to read the “Instructions for Authors.” When 

submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the 

various files. A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system 

automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All 

correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
https://www.editorialmanager.com/JBHC
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Double-blind Peer Review 
JBHC uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s).  

When you submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page 

that includes the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the 

abstract, keywords, and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All 

other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author 

names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also be 

anonymized. There will be instances where a triple blind  review process will be used. As in the case of a 

double-blind review, in triple-blind review reviewers are also anonymous , however  the authors are 

anonymous to both the reviewers and the editors. Such articles will be anonymized on submission and 

will be used to reduce conflict of interest for submissions received from the editorial team or board.  

 

File Format 
Text files should preferably be in either WordPerfect or Microsoft Word format and saved as .doc, .wpd,  

.txt or .rtf. Illustrations files should always be submitted separately as source files. 

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editors, Kelly-Ann Allen 

and Christopher Boyle at: JBHC.Brill@gmail.com.  

For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM Support 

Department at: em@brill.com. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
The Journal accepts both British- and American-English submissions. However, the journal mainly uses 

American-English and the editors reserve the right to alter usage to that end. Simple sentence structures 

and clear expression are encouraged for the benefit of all readers, especially those for whom English is a 

second language. 

 

Length 
Articles should normally be between 5,000-8,000 words. Submissions outside this range are advised to 

make contact with the Editors in Chief. This includes references, footnotes, tables, figures, 

acknowledgments, etc. We encourage authors to keep their initial submission below 8,000 words, since 

reviewers often ask for additional information, explanation, etc., thus resulting in longer revised 

manuscripts.  

mailto:%20JBHC.Brill@gmail.com
mailto:em@brill.com
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i. Short Reports - This category includes commentaries, position papers, brief narrative reviews, or 

short opinion pieces (3,000 words excluding references) 

ii. Research Articles – Empirical or evaluation studies (between 5,000-8,000 words, excluding 

references) that adopt sound theoretical frameworks, rigorous research designs, valid and 

reliable research findings. The journal publishes empirical and conceptual work that advances 

the practice and theoretical base of belonging research (e.g., systematic, scoping, narrative, 

integrative, meta-analysis) of areas of relevance to the readership. 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Submissions should contain the following elements in this order: 

Title page file  

1. Please submit a separate title page, which includes the full title of the manuscript, the names, e-

mail addresses,  scientific affiliation of all authors, abstract and keywords. 

2. Abstract (articles only). The abstract should provide a summary of the key points in a minimum 

of 250 words, not exceeding 300 words.  

3. Keywords (articles only). Up to 6 key words should be provided for the benefit of indexing and 

abstracting services.  

 

Manuscript file 

4. Title of manuscript, then the text. (See below for style guidelines)  

5. Acknowledgements (if applicable). Contributors, collaborators, publication contexts, etc.  

6. References. Bibliography, Film/Videography, other.  

7. Data availability statement. 

8. Ethical declaration statement. 

9. Endnotes (if any). (See below for style guidelines) 

 

Headings and Subheadings  
Headings should be used at least every 7.000 characters or 1.000 words. Titles and subtitles must be 

clearly distinguished by their typography. 

1 The First Level Heading 

 

The text. 

 

1.1 The Second Level Heading 

The Text. 
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Footnotes 
Please use footnotes only if necessary; they should not be used instead of in-text citations.  

Notes should appear at the bottom of the page, with the numerical sequence running throughout the 

article. These should be kept to a minimum and identified by a superscript number.  

 

References 
Citations in Body Text  

JBHC uses the APA 7 system of in-text citations. Detail of work cited should appear at the end of the 

paper in the ‘References.’ 

 

References 
Bibliographical references from the main body text must adhere to the APA 7 model for a References 

List; some basic examples are:  

 

Journal Articles 

Allen, K., Kern, M.L., Vella-Brodrick, D., Hattie, J & Waters, L. (2018) What schools need to know About 

fostering school belonging: a meta-analysis. Educational Psychology Review, 30(1), 1-34. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-016-9389-8 

 

Chopra, V., & Dryden-Peterson, S. (2020). Borders and belonging: displaced Syrian youth navigating 

symbolic boundaries in Lebanon, Globalisation, Societies and Education, 18(4), 449-463. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2020.1744428 

 

Books and Book Chapters 

Allen, K., & Boyle, C. (Eds.). (2018). Pathways to Belonging. Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill | Sense. 

https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004386969 

 

Slaten, C. D., Allen, K., Ferguson, J. K., Vella-Brodrick, D., & Waters, L. (2018). A Historical Account of 

School Belonging. In Allen, K., & Boyle, C. (Eds.). Pathways to Belonging. (pp. 7 – 23) Leiden, The 

Netherlands: Brill | Sense. https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004386969_002 

 

Figures 
Photographs and illustrations are very welcome.  A minimum of 300 dpi resolution is required for 

photographs and illustrations. TIFF or JPEG files are preferred.  

Line drawings and other diagrams should be in a camera-ready state, capable of reduction and a 

minimum of 600 dpi resolution is required.  

https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004386969
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004386969_002


Journal of Belonging and Human Connection 
brill.com/jbhc 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 7 March 2022  page 5 of 6 

All photographs and illustrations should be accompanied by a caption, which should include the figure 

number, and appear in sequence, with an acknowledgement to the holder of the copyright, where 

necessary.  

 

Quotations  
Within paragraphs, quotations should be used sparingly and identified by single quotation marks .   
Paragraph quotations (longer than 40 words) must be indented with an additional one-line space above 

and below, without any quotation marks.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned within 7 days of receipt to the journal manager. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-

review) version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author’s version that 

has not been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). 

The Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version that has been accepted for publication and contains all 

revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-

out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright  

By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

Publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 
 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.com/brillopen

