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Scope 
 
The Journal of Empirical Theology (JET) publishes articles on comparative research in religion on the 
macro-level of society (especially the function of religion with regard to equality and inequality, social 
order and cohesion and the process of rationalization), the meso-level of institutions (especially family, 
public and religiously affiliated schools, health and welfare institutions and religious institutions), and 
the micro-level of patterns and processes of identity formation and group formation. The journal offers 
an international forum for scholars from different religions and contexts. It presents articles on 
empirical research in theology and religious studies, both qualitative and quantitative. The journal 
contributes to reflection on empirical research methodology and research methods. Each issue contains 
articles based on empirical research and/or research methodology, as well as a section of book reviews. 
Special attention is paid to research on topics relevant to religiously affiliated schools, such as religious 
and spiritual education, moral education and school leadership. 
 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 
The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 
behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 
and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 
downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 
 

Online Submission 
 
The Journal uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the 
Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/jetbrill. 
First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the 
login menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 
password. If you should forget this username and password, click on the "send login details" link in the 
login section, and enter your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access 
codes will then be e-mailed to you. 
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’ and the EM 
instructions available by following the above link and clicking on the ‘help’ icon in the top left hand 
menu on the page. Online submission considerably shortens overall publication time. When submitting 
via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 
Please upload source files (.doc, etc.) and not .pdf files.  
For figures, please see below. Any figure files should be uploaded separately, and should have a high 
density of at least 300 dpi at a size suitable for printing.  
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The revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 
including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.  
 
Double-blinded Peer Review 
JET uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 
the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 
article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 
of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 
any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 
figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 
names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.  
 
Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor at: 
c.sterkens@ftr.ru.nl. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill 
EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  
 

Submission Requirements 
 
Language 
Manuscripts should be written in English. Spelling (British or American) should be consistent 
throughout.  
 
Manuscript Length 
An article should be between 3,000 and 6,000 words, with a maximum of 15 pages at 30 lines a page.  
 

Manuscript Structure 
 
General 
Articles should be typed, double-spaced with wide margins. 
 The first page should be blank except for the title, the author’s name, professional status and address 
including their e-mail address. 
 
Articles which report empirical research should reflect the sequence of the stages of the research:  
1. Title page 
2. Abstract and keywords 
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3. Introduction of the problem: The specific problem under study and its relevance for the field of 
theology and religious study. 

4. Theoretical background of the research: The main concepts of your research need to be elaborated 
on in this section. Do not include an exhaustive historical background to your study but demonstrate 
the logical continuity between previous and present work especially to the knowledge developed in 
previous research.  

5. Method: This usually includes the description of:  
a) the formal statement of a hypothesis;  
b) research population and sample;  
c) data-collection and the instruments of research;  
d) the adopted and executed research procedure; 
e) the design of analysis. 

6. Results: A summary of the statistical treatment of collected data. After having described the results 
in general, report the data in sufficient detail to justify the conclusions. 

7. Summary and discussion of the results: The summary gives a concise overview of the research results. 
The discussion offers an evaluation and interpretation of the implications of the results especially 
with respect to your original problem.  
Appendix: this should in general be avoided, unless it helps the reader to understand, evaluate or 
replicate the study under investigation. Book reviews should generally not exceed 2000 words and 
must be returned to the Editor within three months of receipt of the book. Reviewers should follow 
the manuscript preparation and style instructions given above. 

 
Abstract and Keywords 
Each article should be accompanied by a separate page, containing a summary of the article of about 150 
words as well as up to five or six keywords. The abstract text must also be sent on disk.  
 
Headings 
The structure of the article should be clarified by first-, second- and third-level headings. Headings 
should be flush left as follows:  
 
1  Introduction 
2.1 Research Question 
 
The first sentence after a new heading is not indented.  
 
Tables and Figures 
Tables and figures should be on separate pages and clearly numbered. Their position in the text should 
be clearly indicated and each should carry a descriptive title. Avoid the use of vertical rules. Horizontal 
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rules should appear only below the title, below the column headings and at the foot. When reporting 
inferential statistics, please include information about the obtained magnitude or value of the test. Be 
sure to include descriptive statistics. 
 
Footnotes 
Footnotes should be kept to the essential minimum.  
 
References  
Contributors are requested to limit their references to a maximum of 20.  
 
JET uses the author-date method, i.e. the author’s name and year of publication are inserted, between 
brackets, in the text at the appropriate point, e.g. (Jones 1966).  
The complete references should be listed alphabetically at the end of the paper, under author’s name 
followed by the date of the work in parentheses.  Names of journals should be in italics, followed by 
volume number, part number in parentheses and page numbers, e.g.:   

Brown, D. (1985). “Struggle till daybreak: On the Nature of Authority in Theology” in The Journal 
of Religion, 65(1), 15-32.  

At the end of journal references, please also insert the DOI number, whenever available. 
Titles of books should be in italics. The title should be followed by publisher name and place, e.g.:   

Peterson, D. (1952). Handbook of Pastoral Theology. London: Row Peterson.  
 

Publication 
 
Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 
factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 
to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 
stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 
manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 
unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned within 4 days to the Assistant Editor.  
 
E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 
is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 
version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 
been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 
Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 
period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 
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all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 
lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 
(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  
 

Consent to Publish 
 
Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 
the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.  
 
Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish form. 
More information on Brill Open can be found on www.brill.com/openaccess. 
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