
Journal of Migration History 
brill.com/jmh 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions for Authors  

 

Last revised on 17 December 2019  page 1 of 7 

Scope 
 

Migration is an important topic of academic, public and political debate. Migration research generates a 

wealth of articles. The Journal of Migration History (JMH) is the first to specialize in the field. Articles on 

migration history either appear in journals that specialize on current issues, or in more general historical 

journals. In both cases the articles are somewhat lost. They also appear in journals that focus on areas 

(i.e., Asia, Europe, Africa) or in journals that focus on a particular time period (ancient history, medieval 

history). There is great need for a journal that covers a large period (antiquity until now) and all parts of 

the world, enabling to strengthen comparisons over time and space. This is a key aspect of migration 

research. The peer-reviewed Journal of Migration History is interdisciplinary. It publishes articles that 

combine methods, theories and insights from the social sciences, archaeology, anthropology, genetics, 

linguistics, and economics. It publishes studies that emphasize connectivity, tying in with the vibrant 

field of global history. The journal will not only publish on how people move, but also on how goods, and 

ideas move. JMH will not only look at movement (in the widest sense of the word), but also at migration 

policies (and how and why they changed over time), at the consequences of migration (for migrants and 

for those who were left behind, and for the societies they left or where they settled). It will publish on 

how geographical mobility is related to other forms of mobility (social mobility), and on how ethnicity 

relates to gender, religion and class.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behaviour for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, 

editors, and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may 

be downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

JMH uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/jmhbrill.  

First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the 

login menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 

password. will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If you should forget 

your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter your e-

mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to 

you. Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting 

via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/jmhbrill
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A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blind Peer Review 
JMH uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and any 

acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 

figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 

names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymised.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor-in-Chief: Marlou 

Schrover: M.L.J.C.Schrover@hum.leidenuniv.nl.  For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors 

can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Contributions should be written in English, using British spelling, which should be consistent 

throughout. Please use -ise rather than –ize (and –sation rather than –zation). 

 

Abbreviations  
Do not use abbreviations. Provide an explanation for any acronym at its first mention: 

     General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).  Do not use dots within acronyms (write GATT, not 

G.A.T.T. This also applies to UK and US). 

Write the Second World War not WWII, and the First World War and not WWI. Please capitalise 

historical periods. Please also capitalise words such as the Holocaust and the Cold War. 

 

Dates and Numbers 

Dates should be typed as follows: 5 July 1985. 

When referring to a century write, for instance, nineteenth century (not 19th century).  

Note that when used as an adjective a hyphen appears between the ordinal and the word "century": 

nineteenth-century labour. 

Units of measurement and all numbers over 20 should be given in figures; others should be in words (e.g. 

ten workers), except in passages with enumerations (8, 17 and 43 per cent). Write 30 per cent, and not 

mailto:M.L.J.C.Schrover@hum.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:em@brill.com
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30%. 

 

Length 
Research articles should not exceed a length of 10,000 words, including notes and references.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

General 
Manuscript submissions should be written in Times New Romance, 12pt, double-spaced.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Each article should be accompanied by an abstract (max. 150 words), which should state the principal 

conclusions of the paper, as well as 3-8 keywords for indexing purposes.  

 

Headings 
Use headings, flush left, without numbering. 

 Heading 

 Heading 

 Heading 

 

Quotations 
For quotations, punctuation marks such as commas, periods, exclamation marks, and question marks are 

placed within the quotation marks if they also appear within the original quote:  

Einstein reportedly wondered ‘am I or are the others crazy?’ 

Please note: we use single quotation marks (‘). Double quotation marks (“”) are used for quotes within 

quotes.  

Commas and periods that belong to the overall sentence structure are placed outside of the quotation 

mark: Was Einstein correct to assert that ‘reality is merely an illusion, albeit a very persistent one’? 

Semicolons, colons, asterisks, dashes, and footnotes are always placed outside the closing quotation 

marks. 
 

Block Quotes 
Quotes of more than 40 words should be provided en-block, without quotation marks, single-spaced, and 

indented on the left: 

 Castells has argued the following: 
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The core activities that shape and control human life in every corner of the planet are 

organized in global networks: financial markets; transnational production, management, 

and the distribution of goods and services; highly skilled labour; science and technology, 

including higher education […].1 

 

Refrain from quoting extensively from recent publications. 

Quotes from sources in a language other than English should be translated into English and can be 

accompanied with a footnote that says: all translations by the author. 

 

Italics 
Foreign words and phrases should be italicised. 

 

Acknowledgements 
An unnumbered initial note – a superscript asterisk at the end of the author’s name – can be used for 

acknowledgements (of the assistance of students and colleagues, and of grants from foundations).  

 

Footnotes 
JMH uses the reference system which is common among historians: references are in footnotes, which 

are numbered throughout. Reference numbers follow punctuation:  .23 (not 23.) 

If several titles are listed in one footnote, please list them in chronological order (oldest first) and 

separate them by a semi column (;). When referring to pages use full page numbers: 214-221 (not 214-21). 

Titles of publications in another language than English do not need to be translated in footnotes.  

When a title is mentioned for the second time, use short titles:  

 Atkinson, Knowledge and explanation, 56; Mitterauer and Sieder, Vom Patriarchat zur 

 Partnerschaft, 23-27. 

 

Books 
One Author 

R.F. Atkinson, Knowledge and explanation in history. An introduction to the philosophy of history (London 

and Basingstoke 1978) 118-119. 

 

Two Authors 

Michael Mitterauer and Reinhard Sieder, Vom Patriarchat zur Partnerschaft. Zum Strukturwandel der 

Familie (München 1984). 

Please note: in this case, words in the title are capitalised according to German grammar rules. 

 

Three Authors  

Philip Armstrong, Andrew Glyn and John Harrison, Capitalism since World War II. The making and 
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breakup of the great boom (London 1984) 320. 

 

More than Three Authors  

Erik Buyst et al., De Bank, de frank en de euro. Anderhalve eeuw Nationale Bank van België (Tielt 2005) 19-

21.  

Nationale Bank is capitalised because it refers to an institution with that name. 

 

Book Chapters  

Marlou Schrover, ‘Differences that make all the difference. Gender, migration and vulnerability’, in: 

Michel Orly et al.(eds), A female demography. Migration, work, fertility, family (Bern 2009) 143-168.  

Short reference: Schrover, ‘Differences that make all the difference’, 165. 

 

Journal Articles 

Please note that references to articles include the full range of pages, followed by the specific page you 

are referring to: 1-15, 14. 

Quotations within article titles are shown in double quotation marks:  

Luisa Martín Rojo and Teun A. van Dijk, ‘“There was a problem, and it was solved!”: legitimating of the 

expulsion of “illegal” migrants in Spanish parliamentary discourse’, Discourse & Society 8 (1997) 523-566, 

525. 

Willem Schinkel and Friso van Houdt, ‘The double helix of cultural assimilationism and neo-liberalism: 

citizenship in contemporary governmentality’, The British Journal of Sociology 61:4 (2010) 696-715, 698. 

Next reference: Schinkel and Van Houdt, ‘The double helix’, 700. 

If a journal is referred to more than once, its title may be abbreviated:  

I. Gedalof, ‘Unhomely homes: Women, family and belonging in UK discourses of migration and asylum’, 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (from now JEMS) 33:1 (2007) 77-94. 

 

Unpublished Thesis  

Benjamin Robert Hawkins, Constructing Britain and the EU: A discourse theoretical account of the EU 

Treaty Reform Process 2003-2007 (Edinburgh 2009) Thesis The University of Edinburgh. 

Please note: mention university.  

 

Archives 

First mention the archive in which the material is kept (with the abbreviation of the name of the archive 

in brackets), followed by the name of the archival source, number in the inventory, title of the archival 

piece, plus page numbers (if available):  

National Archive The Hague (NA) Archive Ministry of Justice (AMJ), Toelating van vreemdelingen (1906) 

1945-1985 (1999), no. 5023. 5028, inv.no. 60. 6371 

Next reference: NA, AMJ, Toelating van vreemdelingen (1906) 1945-1985 (1999), no. 5023. 5028, inv.no. 60. 

6371. 
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Interviews 

Provide the name of the interviewee (or pseudonym), the place and date of the interview, name of the 

interviewer, and were transcripts and recordings are held (in which archive). 

 

Internet 

Note: please mention when you last visited the site. 

Patricia Grimsted, ‘Bibliography - Displaced cultural treasures as a result of World War II and restitution 

issues’, Russia: Archives and Restitution. 23 June 2003, 

http://www.iisg.nl/archives_in_russia/bibliography.html (9 July 2003).  

 

Illustrations 
We want to include two illustrations (photo’s, cartoons) with each article. 

Figure files for photographs, line drawings and maps must be submitted as separate source files as  

.jpg, .tif, or eps, at the size appropriate for the journal (11.5 x 18 cm). The resolution must be between 300 

and 600 dpi. Lettering within the figures should not be smaller than corps 8. Figures in the journal are 

printed in black and white. If authors wish to have figures appear in colour online and in black and white 

in print, then they must also upload both colour and black and white source files for each figure. Figure 

captions must then not refer to colours shown in the online version of the figures.  

Photographs and cartoons should be free of rights. This means the publisher or the editors are not going 

to pay for the use of these illustrations. Authors can either pay for the rights to use illustrations, or they 

can submit illustrations of which they are sure they are free of rights. Illustrations should have titles and 

sources.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly to the editor within the period 

requested.  

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

http://www.iisg.nl/archives_in_russia/bibliography.html
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been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 

12 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and 

contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the 

publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any 

website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 

 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

