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Scope 
 
The Journal of Religion in Africa (JRA) is interested in all religious traditions and all their forms, in every 

part of Africa, and is open to every methodology. The JRA’s contributors include scholars working in 

history, anthropology, sociology, political science, missiology, literature and related disciplines.  It 

welcomes religious texts in their original African language. Presenting a unique forum for the debate of 

theoretical issues in the analysis of African religion and ritual past and present, the JRA also encourages 

the development of new methodologies.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

The Journal now uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the 

Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/jra.  First-time users of EM 

need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blinded Peer Review for Academic and Scholarly Submissions  

JRA uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes: the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 

any acknowledgement texts.  These pages will not be accessible to the referees. All other files 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/jra/default.asp
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(manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, 

institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymised.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact Deputy Editor 

(Administration) Dianna Bell at: bell.dianna@gmail.com. For eventual questions about Editorial 

Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com. 

 

Editorial Communication  

Articles being considered for publication are read by the Executive Editor, a Deputy Editor and at least 
one other reviewer. Articles are sent to Editors and reviewers double blinded. The Editors aim to inform 

the author within six months whether the article has been accepted as it stands (which happens very 

rarely), accepted subject to revision, or rejected. However, because of the stringent review procedures, 

delays may sometimes occur, and authors are welcome to e-mail the Managing Editor 

(bell.dianna@gmail.com) to check on progress. They should keep her informed of changes of e-mail or 

postal addresses. 

Authors of commissioned articles (for special issues) should be aware that the same procedures of 

editorial and external review apply as to unsolicited papers, and that a request to submit an article does 

not guarantee acceptance. 

In all matters, the Executive Editor’s decision is final.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

The Editors welcome submission of articles that make a new contribution to scholarship on all religious 

traditions in every part of Africa. JRA contributors include scholars working in history, anthropology, 

sociology, political science, missiology, literature and related disciplines. 

Before submission, authors who do not have access to recent issues of the JRA are strongly encouraged to 

read the free issue on the publishers’ website, at booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/15700666 to 

acquaint themselves with the style of article published. JRA does not accept multiple submissions by 

individual authors.  

 

Language 
Manuscripts submitted for publication should be in clear, jargon-free English, without spelling, syntax or 

punctuation errors.  Spelling (British or American) should be consistent throughout. Authors are asked 

to check this, as well as for consistency of spelling of names, non-English terms, etc., before submission.  

Single quotation marks must be used except for quotations within quotations, and in general British 

English punctuation is preferred to American (punctuation normally outside quotation marks, except 

where a stop marks the end of a sentence within the quotation). Quotation marks must be above the line 

mailto:bell.dianna@gmail.com
mailto:em@brill.com
mailto:bell.dianna@gmail.com
http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/15700666
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in the English and American style (‘ ..... ’, NOT the European style „ ..... ”). Capitals should be used 

sparingly and consistently. 

While authors are expected to supply text in as perfect a state as possible, articles are copy-edited 

carefully by the Editors, who may return marked texts to authors for correction.  

 

Non-Roman Scripts and Diacritics  
While non-standard diacritical marks may be necessary for extended texts, they may not be essential for 

occasional words in an English text. If the author wishes to use them, they must be included consistently 

in the final file of the article. For more information on handling non-Roman scripts, please also see the 

section on the Brill  website online at: 

brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf. 

 

Length  

The prescribed length is between eight and fifteen thousand words, including references and notes. 
Texts falling outside these limits will normally not be considered. 
 

Manuscript Structure 
 

General 
The layout should be standard, but with right-hand margin unjustified and without hyphenation at the 

end of lines.  

The article should begin as follows:  

 

Title 

 

Author 

Full mailing address 

E-mail address 

 

This is followed by the abstract, keywords, main text, bibliography and endnotes. 

 

Abstract and Keywords 
An abstract of 100-150 words and up to six keywords should precede the main text. 

 

Headings  

Unless an article is particularly long and complex, only one level of heading should be used.  

The headings should be in bold, flush with the left-hand margin. Headings should not be numbered.  

https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf
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The first line of text following a heading should be flush left. 

 

Level 1 Headings are Bold and Require Standard Capitalization  

 

Abbreviations 
Abbreviations should be explained in full in the text on their first occurrence, for example United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID). As in this example, no full stops are used when the 

abbreviation consists only of initial capitals. In personal names (text, notes and bibliography), initials are 

followed by a stop, with a space before the surname, but no space between the initials, for example J.D.Y. 

Peel. 

 

Block Quotes 
Quotations of more than 50 words should be indented by approximately 2.5 cm from each margin. When 

formatting block quotations please do not use hard returns and the space bar for indents; instead, 

highlight the quotation and use the left and right margin boundaries on the top horizontal ruler to 

indent 2.5 cm on the left and right.  

 

Citations in the Text 
In the body of the text, use the author-date method of in-text citation: (Surname 2009). 

 

Dates  

Dates take the form 1 January 2021 (no –st, -nd, -rd, -th).  In notes they may be expressed in numbers, e.g., 
Interview 1.01.14. Centuries should be expressed in words, not numbers.  When used adjectivally, a 

hyphen is required, e.g., nineteenth-century sources. 

 

Endnotes 
Endnotes rather than footnotes should be used. Bibliographic references in notes should be abbreviated. The  

use of ‘i.e.’, ‘e.g.’, ‘etc.’, in the text is discouraged, but is acceptable in notes. 

 

Italics  

Titles, foreign words and phrases, etc., should be in italics, not underlined. 

 

References 
The system of referencing should be absolutely consistent throughout, and bibliographic details should 

be checked particularly carefully. Authors should provide a separate bibliography, placed before the 

endnotes. Authors should use headline capitalization for titles of articles and books. References should 
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be in flush and hang style. When formatting references, please do not use hard returns and the space bar 

for indenting; instead, use the hanging left indent marker on the top horizontal ruler. 

The list of references should be formatted as follows: 

 

Book 
Gunner, Elizabeth. 2002. The Man of Heaven and the Beautiful Ones of God: Writings from Ibandla 

lamaNazaretha, a South African Church. Leiden: Brill (Studies of Religion in Africa, volume 24). 

 

Book Chapter  
Ciekawy, Diane M. 2001. ‘Utsai as Ethical Discourse: A Critique of Power from Mijikenda in Coastal 

Kenya’. In George Clement Bond and Diane M. Ciekawy (eds.), Witchcraft Dialogues: Anthropological and 

Philosophical Exchanges. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 158-189. 

 

Journal Article 
Kaplan, Steven. 2002. ‘Seeing is Believing: The Power of Visual Culture in the Religious World of Aşe 

Zär‘a Ya‘eqob of Ethiopia (1434-1468)’. Journal of Religion in Africa 32.4, 403-421.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proof corrections should be returned promptly by e-mail to: 

bell.dianna@gmail.com.  

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

mailto:bell.dianna@gmail.com
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(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

