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Scope 
 

The peer-reviewed Journal of Religion and Demography (JRD), a continuation of the Yearbook of 

International Religious Demography, presents information on the state of religious statistics around the 

world in scholarly articles and sets of well-arranged tables. Disciplines represented in earlier issues 

include social science, demography, history, and geography. Each issue provides summaries of findings, 

sources, methods, and implications surrounding international religious demography. The target 

audience for the journal is anyone interested in demographic trends and developments with regard to 

religion. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behaviour for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, 

editors, and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may 

be downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

JRD uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at editorialmanager.com/jrd. First-time users of EM need to 

register first. Go to the website and click on the ‘Register Now’ link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget this username and password, click on the ‘send login details’ link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’ and the EM 

instructions available by following the above link and clicking on the ‘help’ icon in the top left-hand 

menu on the page. When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation 

and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blind Peer Review 
The editorial staff will evaluate each submitted manuscript on the basis of originality, scholarly 

standards, and relevance to JRD, followed by a double-blind peer review process, which means that 

manuscript author(s) do not know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/jrd
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the author(s). When you submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a 

separate title page that includes the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details 

of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible 

to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information 

concerning author names, institutions, etc. The name of these files should also be anonymized.  

 

File Format 
Please upload source files (.doc, etc.) and not .pdf files.  

For figures, please see below. Any figure files should be uploaded separately, and should have a high 

density of at least 300 dpi at a size suitable for printing.  

 

Contact Address 
For additional information or if you need help in uploading your manuscript please visit the author 

tutorial or online help links that are given at the right side of the log-in window. For eventual questions 

about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: support-

em@brill.com.  

For remaining questions please contact one of the Editors, Vegard Skirbekk, Vegard.Skirbekk@fhi.no, or 

Gina Zurlo, gzurlo@bu.edu. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Scope 
Articles submitted to JRD should demonstrate uses of religious statistics, discuss methodological 

challenges related to quantitative data on religion, or illustrate various ways of utilizing international 

religious demography. Authors are encouraged to choose subjects that highlight new ways of using 

religious demographic data and its application to other fields (social science, anthropology, international 

relations, etc.). Editors encourage articles that focus on religions and regions outside of Western settings.  

 

Language 
Manuscripts should be submitted in English. Spelling should follow British conventions, with –ize 

spellings (rather than –ise) and focused, focusing (rather than focussed, focussing). Points in 

abbreviations are used unless the last letter is still present (Prof., but Dr, St). Avoid using e.g., i.e. and etc. 

and unnecessary capitalization (western, north, century, biblical, scriptural; rather than Western, etc.). 

 

Unicode and Non-Roman Fonts 
Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, and Coptic words or texts should be given in their own scripts, not in 

transliteration, and kept to the minimum necessary. A translation should always be provided.  

mailto:support-em@brill.com
mailto:support-em@brill.com
mailto:Vegard.Skirbekk@fhi.no
mailto:gzurlo@bu.edu
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Texts in other non-Latin scripts should be given in transliteration unless the use of original scripts is 

absolutely necessary.  

Fonts 
All fonts used must be Unicode-friendly fonts. The Brill typeface (brill.com/brill-typeface) covers the 

Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts. The font used for non-Latin scripts must also be Unicode-friendly 

(brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode).   

 

Software 
If you have Windows you should use MS Office Word 2010 (or newer), which handles non-Latin scripts 

well. Users of Mac OS X v.10.4.x may use MS Word 2004, 2008, 2011, or 365 if their text does not contain 

Hebrew, Aramaic, or Syriac.  

 

Length 
Submissions should be between 4,000 and 5,000 words in length (excluding footnotes). 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Submissions should include a title page containing the author’s name, institutional affiliation and contact 

details (postal address, fax number, phone number and e-mail address). The manuscript and subsequent 

pages should not contain the author’s details in order to facilitate the blind review process. Authors should 

take care to use inclusive language when referring to both sexes and to avoid colloquialisms.  

 

Abstract, Keywords and Biographical Note 
Submissions must include an abstract of between 100 and 150 words. Submissions must also include a 

list of between 2 and 6 keywords.  

Please include with submitted manuscripts a brief biographical note (100 words) indicating your present 

position, research area, and location. 

 

Headings 
You should ensure that you are consistent in the scheme of levels of headings. We normally have up to 

three levels of headings and we ask that authors should follow this, where possible. Headings are not 

numbered, flush left as follows. 

 

The First Level Heading 

The first sentence in the paragraph. 

 

The Second Level Heading 

http://www.brill.com/brill-typeface
https://brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode
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The first sentence in a paragraph following a heading is not indented. 
 

Numbers 
Numbers should be written as words (twentieth century, not 20th Century).  

Dates should be written as 20 March 1956, 12-29 December 2001. 

 

Punctuation  

Apostrophes should not be used for plurals (1960s, MPs; not 1960’s, MP’s), unless the use is possessive, 

but do not use the possessive ‘s’ when the word/name normally ends in an ‘s’ (Jones’, not Jones’s).  

 

Quotations 

Quotations of less than 50 words should be enclosed in single quotation marks (normally before 

punctuation) and run-on in the text. Square brackets should be used to indicate words not present in the 

original, with ellipsis indicating that words have been omitted from the original. Quotations of more 

than 50 words should be indented from the left, with a blank line above and below the quotation 

(without quotation marks and double spaced). Quotations should be referenced using footnotes, with 

the footnote number in superscript after the punctuation. 

 

References 
The journal uses in-text citations (please refer to the 16th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style), and a 

bibliography at the end of the article. Because of automatic referencing, this bibliography should strictly 

comply with the following rules: 

 

General 
− Do not use dashes for repeated author names.  

− Capitalization of titles in both headline-style or sentence-style is allowed. Please follow the same 

capitalization style as in the original title.  

− Reverse italics in titles are permitted when applicable.  

− The Reference List should be presented in roman script. Use a transcribed version of the reference 

where necessary. The original script can be included within square brackets.  

 

Style 
Please use the following style conventions, which are based on The Chicago Manual of Style: 

 

Book  

Author, A.A., and B. Author. The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

Author, A. The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, 2022), 1–10.  

Author, A., and B. Author. The Title of the Book, 6th ed. (Location: Publisher, 2022).  
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Edited Book  

Editor, A., ed. The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, 2022), 1–10.  

Editor, A., and B.B. Editor, eds. The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

 

Book without Author  

The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

 

Book by a Corporate Author or Organization  

Organization Name. The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

 

Article in Edited Volume  

Author, A., and B. Author. “The Title of the Article.” In The Title of the Book, eds. A. Editor, B. Editor 

and C. Editor (Location: Publisher, 2022), 1–10.  

Author, A., B. Author, and C. Author. “The Title of the Article.” In Proceedings of the Xth 

International Conference on Something 2022 (Location: Publisher, 2022), 1–10.  

 

Multi-Volume Work (as a Whole)  

Editor, A., ed. The Title of the Work. 2 vols. (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

Author, A. The Title of the Work. 2 vols. (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

 

Multi-Volume Work (Specific Volume)  

Editor, A., ed. The Title of the Work (Location: Publisher, 2022), 2:1–10.  

Author, A. The Title of the Work (Location: Publisher, 2022), 2:1–10.  

 

Journal Article  

Author, A. “The Title of the Journal article.” Journal Title 70 (1) (2022), 1–10.  

Author, A. “The Title of the Journal article.” Journal Title 70 (2022), 1–10.  

 

Pre–published Journal Article  

Author, A. “The Title of the Journal article.” Journal Title (2022), 1–10. DOI 10.1163/1234567X–

12345678.  

 

Forthcoming Work  

Author, A. “The Title of the Journal article.” Journal Title (forthcoming 2022), 1–10.  

Author, A. “The Title of the Journal article.” Journal Title (forthcoming), 1–10.  

Author, A. The Title of the Book (Location: Publisher, forthcoming). Last updated: 20 February 2022  

 

Dissertation or Thesis  

Author, A. The Title of the Thesis, Dissertation (Department, University, 2022).  
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Author, A. The Title of the Thesis, Degree Thesis (Department, University, 2022).  

 

Newspaper Article  

Author, A. “The Title of the Article.” The Newspaper, June 24, 2022, 1.  

 

Other-Language Work with Translated Title Included  

Author, A. De titel van het boek [The title of the book] (Location: Publisher, 2022), 1–10.  

Author, A. ‘De titel van het artikel’ [The title of the article]. Journal Title 70 (1) (2022), 1–10.  

 

Work in Non-Roman Script  

Author, A. Nazvaniye knigi [Название книги] (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

Author, A. [Автор, А.]. Nazvaniye knigi [Название книги] (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

Author, A. [Автор, А.]. “Nazvaniye stat'i zhurnala” [Название статьи журнала]. Nazvaniye 

zhurnala [Название журнала] 70 (1) (2022), 1–10.  

 

Translated Work  

Author, A. The Title of the Book, trans. A. Translator (Location: Publisher, 2022).  

Author, A. “The Title of the Journal article,” trans. A. Translator. Journal Title 70 (1) (2022), 1–10. 

 

Tables and Figures 
Illustrations, diagrams and tables including their legends and captions should be placed at the very end 
of your manuscript. However, please indicate in the running text where they should be placed. Figures 

should be submitted as separate source files in .eps, .tif, or .jpg format, in a size suitable for the 

typesetting area of the journal. The resolution of these files should be at least 300 dpi for half-tone 

figures, and 600 dpi for line drawings. Number the files, and indicate in the manuscript where they are to 

appear (Fig. 1 here).  

The text in a figure must be legible, and should not be smaller than corps 7. The size of this lettering for 

any text in a figure should be the same for all figures in the manuscript.  

 

Figure Permissions 
Please caption each illustration with proper source or copyright information. It is the author’s 

responsibility to obtain any necessary permissions for these graphics, if applicable. 

Previously published articles will be accepted only upon receiving proper permissions from the 

publisher. Permission to reproduce copyright material, for print and online publication in perpetuity, 

must be cleared and if necessary paid for by the author. Evidence in writing that such permissions have 

been secured from the rights-holder must be made available to the editors. It is also the author's 

responsibility to include acknowledgements as stipulated by the particular institutions.  
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Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author/ the designated author by e-mail 

to check carefully for factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs 

and are strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly 

on the proofs.  At this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to 

the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are 

not accepted unless charged to the author.  

Authors will have 4 days to correct first proofs and to answer editorial questions.  

 

E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher.  

The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at any 

time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not been peer-reviewed, nor had 

any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The Author retains the right to self-

archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo period. The accepted version means 

the version which has been accepted for publication and contains all revisions made after peer 

reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-

out must not be used in any repository or on any website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-

books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

License to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the License to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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