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Scope 
 

The peer-reviewed Journal of Religion in Japan (JRJ) constitutes a venue for academic research in the 

complex and multifaceted field of Japanese religion. The Journal takes into consideration Japanese 

religious phenomena through their historical developments and contemporary evolution both within 

and outside of Japan. It explores the interplay between religion and society, religion and culture, religion 

and media, and religion and education; the dynamics of globalization and secularization related to 

Japanese religions; and the geography of religions, new sacred spaces, and hybridization of religion. The 

JRJ is committed to an approach based on religious studies, and is open to contributions coming from 

different disciplines, such as anthropology, sociology, history, Buddhist studies, Japanese studies, art 

history, and area studies. The Journal of Religion in Japan encourages critical application of ideas and 

theories about Japanese religions and constitutes a forum for new theoretical developments in the field 

of religion in Japan. The Journal does not provide a venue for inter-religious dialogue and confessional 

approaches.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 

 

The Journal of Religion in Japan uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript 

online via the Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/jrj. 

First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the 

login menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 

password. If you should forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the 

login section, and enter your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access 

codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the “Instructions for Authors.” When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/jrj
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Please visit the site and log in. If you are not yet registered, please register yourself and complete the 

requested information. Your log-in information will be sent to your e-mail address automatically. After 

logging in to the site please follow the on screen steps to upload your manuscript for evaluation.  

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
The Journal uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not 

know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you 

submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes 

the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, 

keywords, and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files 

(manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, 

institutions, etc. The name of these files should also be anonymized. 

Tables, illustrations and other figures should also be uploaded as separate files. 

 

Contact Address 
For additional information or if you need help in uploading your manuscript please visit the author 

tutorial or online help links given at the right side of the log-in window. For remaining questions please 

contact the editor: elisabetta.porcu@uct.ac.za, or the assistant editor: ebsimpson@ucsb.edu. For 

questions about Editorial Manager directly, authors can contact the Brill EM Support Department at: 

support-em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Articles should be written in English. Spelling (either British or American) should be consistent 

throughout; see Quotations heading for punctuation rules. The author(s) should make sure that the 

article is written in proper English. If English is not your native language, it is recommended to have a 

native speaker check the article before submission. 
All foreign words (including Japanese) should include an English translation. Capital letters should only 

be used if it is a part of the language used.  

 

Length 
Articles should be 6,000–10,000 words, including notes and bibliography. However, longer articles can 

be taken into consideration. Book reviews should be 1,500–3,000 words; book review articles should be 

3,000-5,000 words.  

 

 

 

mailto:elisabetta.porcu@uct.ac.za
mailto:ebsimpson@ucsb.edu
mailto:support-em@brill.com
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Manuscript Structure 
 

General 
Manuscripts should be typed in 12-point, standard, Times New Roman font (Japanese characters in MS 

PMincho). 

There should be no borders or shading.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Journal articles must include an abstract at the beginning of the article. The abstract consists of the aim, 

result, and conclusion of the research and is limited to 150 words. Do not provide an abstract for a review 

article or a book review.  

Please also provide 4-6 keywords that are important in your article. 

 

Headings 
Headings are unnumbered and should be flush (aligned) left. First level headings should be in bold, 

second level headings should be in bold italics. Please try and use no more than two levels of headings. 

 

 This Is the First Level Heading 

 This Is the Second Level Heading 

 

In-Text Citations 
Citations should be included in the text and references should be by the author-date system, for ex., 

(Toyoda 1963: 11). Please use footnotes (no endnotes) and use the reference insertion from your toolbar 

to insert footnotes. 

When citing a page number in book reviews, in which the author name is assumed, use p. for single 

pages and pp. for page ranges, for ex. (p. 17).  
 

Bibliography 
All articles must also contain a bibliography (entitled: References) at the end that provides all titles 

mentioned in the text (but only titles that are referred to in the article). 

 

Books 
Davis, Susan G. 1986. Parades and Power: Street Theatre in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia. Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press.  

Davis, Susan G. 1997. Spectacular Nature: Corporate Culture and the Sea World Experience. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 
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Stark, Rodney and William Sims Bainbridge. 1987. A Theory of Religion. New Brunswick: Rutgers 

University Press. 

Toyoda, Takeshi 豊田武. 1973. Nihon shūkyō seidoshi no kenkyū 日本宗教制度史の研究. Tokyo: 

Daiichi Shobō. 

Tsuji, Zen’nosuke 辻善之助 (ed.). 1965. Daijōin jisha zōjiki 大乘院寺社雜事記. 12 Vols. Tokyo: 

Kadokawa Shoten. 

 

Journal Articles 
Barker, Eileen and Jean-François Mayer (eds.). 1995. “Twenty Years On: Changes in New Religious 

Movements.” Special issue, Social Compass 42(2). 

Bellah, Robert. 2005. “Civil Religion in America.” Daedalus 134(4): 40–55. 
Shimazono, Susumu 島薗進. 1995. “Nihonjinron to shūkyō: Kokusaika to Nihonjin no kokuminteki 

aidentiti” 日本人論と宗教―国際化と日本人の国民的アイデンティティ. Tōkyō daigaku 

shūkyōgaku nenpō 東京大学宗教学年報 13: 1–16. 

 

Chapters in Edited Books 
Bell, Sandra. 2002. “Scandals in Emerging Western Buddhism.” In Westward Dharma: Buddhism Beyond 

Asia, eds. Charles S. Prebish and Martin Baumann, Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 

California Press, 230-242.  
Nandy, Ashis. 1990. “The Politics of Secularism and the Recovery of Religious Tolerance.” In The Mirrors 

of Violence: Communities, Riots and Survivors in South Asia, ed. Veena Das, Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, 69–93. 

 

Internet Articles 
United Nations. 1948. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml (accessed 18 July 2022). 

 

Quotations 
All direct quotes must be cited. The author guarantees that all quotes are accurately spelled and 

precisely quoted from the source material. 

For direct quotes, double quotation marks should be used (“ ”). For terms under consideration, please 

use single quotation marks (‘ ’). 

Commas and periods are placed within closing quotation marks, whether single or double. 

Colons, semicolons, question marks, and exclamation points are all placed outside of closing quotation 

marks. 

Cite quotes longer than three lines as indented quotes. 
 

 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
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Italics 
Bold is not used in the journal; please use italics if you wish to choose to emphasize words or phrases. 

Commonly used scholarly words should not be italicized, such as:  ‘ibid.,’ ‘et al.,’ ‘i.e.,’ etc.  

Foreign words that are not frequently used in English should be italicized. This includes Latin and Greek.  

 

Japanese Words 

Japanese words should include kanji at their first occurrence. Plural endings should not be added to 

Japanese words.  

Kanji in book reviews should only be used in the title of Japanese books under review and, in the body of 

the review, when the author wants to highlight mistakes or terms under consideration.  

Names of institutions as well as proper names (for ex., bodhisattva Jizō) should not be italicized. 

Japanese names should follow the Japanese order (family name first). 

Romanization should follow the modified Hepburn system. 

 

Abbreviations 

Japanese: Jp.; Chinese: Ch.; Sanskrit: Sk. 

 

Figures 
Figures refer to graphs, charts, drawings and pictures (black & white). All figures should be cited in the 

text. If there are figures in the manuscript, the author must upload figure files as separate files. These 

figure files must be uploaded as source files (.jpeg, or .tif), and not .pdfs. If there are figures in color, there 

must also be a black and white file for each figure. The size of the figure must be appropriate for the 

journal. The quality of the figure must be suitable for printing - the resolution should be a minimum of 

300 dpi (minimum 600 dpi for line art). The image itself must be sharp, and any text in the figure should 

be legible (at least corps 10 or larger). There must not be a problem with the copyright to the figure in 

question; see the Ethical and Legal Conditions above.  Please also provide a separate list of figure 

captions.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proof corrections should be returned promptly to the Editor. 
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E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

License to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign  

the License to Publish, which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange  

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 
 
 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

