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Scope 
 

Quærendo (QUA) is a leading peer-reviewed journal on the history of books and manuscripts in Europe, 

especially the Low Countries and its neighbours. Particular emphasis is placed on the interdisciplinary 

nature of book history and the dissemination of books and manuscripts. Since 1971 Quærendo has 

established itself as a major forum for contributions concerning the history of the book. Each volume 

contains, besides full articles on all aspects of the history of the book, a special section for Book Reviews 

and Notes in order to announce recent discoveries, new publications and relevant events.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behaviour for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, 

editors, and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may 

be downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission  
 

Quærendo uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/qua. First-time users of EM need to 

register first.  Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
QUA uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 

any acknowledgement texts.. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/qua/default.asp
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figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 

names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.  

 

File Format 
Text files should preferably be in either WordPerfect or Microsoft Word format (and saved 

as .doc, .wpd, .txt or .rtf).  

 

Contact Address 
For questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor, Lisa Kuitert, at 

E.A.Kuitert@uva.nl. For questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM 

Support Department at: em@brill.com. 

 

Books for Review 
Publishers who would like to submit books for review can contact the Book Review Editor, Kasper van 

Ommen of Leiden University Library, at: K.van.Ommen@library.leidenuniv.nl.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Types of Contributions 
Authors of scholarly articles of moderate length on such topics as manuscripts, printed books, bindings, 

illustrations, typography, history of publishing, history of libraries, and bibliophily, all in so far as, in a 

general sense, they concern the Low Countries, are invited to submit their contributions to the Senior 

Editor, in a form ready for publication or translation and in the final state intended.  

Decisions as to the acceptability of submitted articles rest with the Managing Editors and the Editorial 

Board.  

 

Language 
Quærendo is an English-language publication. Texts in French and German, however, will be printed as 

they stand. Spelling in the language used should be consistent throughout.  

Note: when in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Oxford Dictionary for Writers and Editors, ed. & 

comp. R.M. Ritter (2nd. edn.; Oxford [2000]), and/or R.M. Ritter, The Oxford Guide to Style (Oxford 

[2002]). 

 

Length 

Articles should preferably not exceed 6,000 words.  

 

 

mailto:E.A.Kuitert@uva.nl
mailto:em@brill.com
mailto:K.van.Ommen@library.leidenuniv.nl
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Manuscript Structure 
 

The Managing Editors reserve the right to adapt texts where necessary in order to preserve the 

uniformity of presentation. 

Use italics, bold, underlined, CAPS, SMALL CAPS, etc. where so desired.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
All articles will be accompanied by an abstract not exceeding 150 words and 2-6 keywords (translated 

where appropriate). 

 

Headings 
The First Level Heading 

 

The text. 

 

The Second Level Heading 

The text. 

 

Notes on Contributors 
When submitting copy authors should indicate how they wish to be mentioned in the Notes on 

Contributors (e.g. , first name + family name, home or office address, function, office or trade). 

 

Dating 
Day, month, year: 12 October 2019. 

 

Figures 
Figures in the manuscript should be sent as source files (.jpeg, or . tif), and not .pdfs. Reproductions 

should not exceed 18 x 12 cm (height x width). The quality of the figure must be suitable for printing - the 

resolution should be a minimum of 300 dpi (minimum 600 dpi for line art). The image itself must be 

sharp, and any text in the figure should be legible (at least corps 7 or larger).There must not be a problem 

with the copyright to the figure in question; see point 6 of the Ethical and Legal Conditions above.  

Captions and acknowledgements are to be submitted separately. 

 

Footnotes 
Footnotes should be numbered consecutively, be indicated by superior figures, and be placed outside 

punctuation (but inside the closing parenthesis when referring to matter within the parentheses), e.g. 

mmm.1 mmm;1  mmm).1  or mmm1). 

Observe the following: 



Quærendo 
A Journal Devoted to Manuscripts and Printed Books 
brill.com/qua 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 1 September 2021  page 4 of 7 

Abbreviations 
art.  cit. ; op.  cit. ; idem = id. ; ibidem = ibid. 

St  Dr  Mr  Ms  Mrs  cm  mm  [no full point] 

Circa = c.  [set close up to figures, e.g. c.1967] 

Column = col. ; [plural] cols. 

Editor, edited by = ed. ; editors = eds. ; edition = edn. 

Footnote = n. ; e.g. p. 15, n. 3 (= page 15, footnote 3) 

Illustration = illus. ; plate = Pl. 

Leaf = f. ; [plural] ff.  

Line = l. ; [plural] ll. 

Manuscript = MS ; [plural] MSS 

Number = No. or no. ; [plural] Nos. or nos. 

Page = p. ; [plural] pp. ; print pp. 51 f. if the reference is to p. 51 and following page; but pp. 51 ff. if the 

reference is to more than a single page following 

Recto = r. ; verso = v. ; e.g. f. P3v. (= leaf P3 verso) 

Volume = vol. ; [plural] vols. ; part = pt. ; e.g. vol. 3, pt. 2 

 

Paragraph Indentation 
New paragraphs should be indicated by indenting one tab, not by an extra white line. 

 

Figures and Numbers 
When referring to pagination, dates, etc., use the least number of figures possible; e.g. 42-3 [not 42-43], 

1863-9 [not 1863-1869, or 1863-69], 1960-1 [not 1960-1961, or 1960-61]; but for the group 10-19 in each 

hundred: 10-11 [not 10-1], 16-18 [not 16-8], 214-17 [not 214-7]. Use for reference to preliminary pages 

lowercase roman numerals; e.g. p. viii [not p. VIII], pp. xvi-xxiii [not pp. XVI-XXIII]. Use by preference pp. 

15-16 rather than pp. 15 f. Note that pp. 15 ff. indicates that reference is made to more than a single page 

following. When a work consists of several volumes and reference is made to one of these, use Arabic 

numerals; thus vol. 2 [not vol. ii or vol. II]. The same holds for periodical volumes, thus Quærendo , 6 

(1976), pp. 24-8 [not vi (1976) or VI (1976)]. 

 

Lists 
Enumerations should be indicated by figures in parentheses, e.g. (1) ......, (2) ......, (3) ....., and so on. 

 

Names of Dutch Printers, Publishers, Booksellers etc. 
Use the spelling given in: J.A. Gruys & C. de Wolf, Thesaurus 1473-1800. Nederlandse boekdrukkers en 

boekverkopers. Met plaatsen en jaren van werkzaamheid / Dutch printers and booksellers. With places and 

years of activity (Bibliotheca Bibliographica Neerlandica, 28; Nieuwkoop 1989). 
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Omissions 
To mark omitted words use three points between square brackets: […] , followed by a point when used 

at the end of an incomplete sentence. 

 

Quotations 
Use single quotation marks for a first quotation, and double marks for a quotation within a quotation, 

e.g., ‘Recent interpretations of “Brugmans’ regel” examined’. 

 

References  
Books 
J. Carter, ABC for Book Collecting (5th edn., rev. and enl.; London 1972). [Note: no comma after the place 

name.]  

J. Salman, Populair drukwerk in de Gouden Eeuw. De almanak als lectuur en handelswaar (Bijdragen tot de 

geschiedenis van de Nederlandse boekhandel. Nieuwe reeks, 3; Zutphen 1999). 

G.I. Lieftinck, De middelnederlandse Taulerhandschriften (Groningen etc. 1936; thesis Amsterdam). 

F. Muller, Beschrijvende catalogus van 7000 portretten van Nederlanders […] (Amsterdam 1853; repr. Soest 

1972). 

I.H. van Eeghen, De Amsterdamse boekhandel 1680-1725, 5 vols. (Amsterdam 1960-78), vol. 3, p. 124, or: 

I.H. van Eeghen, De Amsterdamse boekhandel 1680-1725, vol. 3 (Amsterdam 1965), p. 124. 

The Random House Dictionary. Concise Edition, ed. J. Stein & P.Y. Su (New York [1980]). 

Note: editors are mentioned after the title of the book they edited. 

 

Books Previously Quoted  
Carter, op. cit. (n. 12), pp. 45-6. [This indicates that the reader may find the full title of Carter’s work in 

footnote 12.] 

Carter, op. cit. (n. 4: 1966), pp. 12-16. [This indicates that the reader may find more than one work by 

Carter cited in footnote 4 and that reference is made to the one published in 1966.] 

 

Book Articles 
H. de la Fontaine Verwey, ‘Het Nederlandse boek [...]’, in: W.G. Hellinga, Kopij en druk in de Nederlanden 

(Amsterdam 1962), pp. 11-23. 

 

Journal Articles 
If a doi number is available, please insert it. 

E. Braches, ‘Bookfaces by G.W. Dijsselhof’, in: Quærendo, 2 (1972), p. 32. 
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Articles Quoted Previously 
De la Fontaine Verwey, art. cit. (n. 2), p. 14. [This indicates that the reader may find the full title of De la 

Fontaine Verwey’s article in footnote 2.] 

Braches, art. cit. (n. 3: 1972), p. 38. [This indicates that the reader may find more than one article by 

Braches mentioned in footnote 3 and that reference is made to the one published in 1972.]  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly. Contributors will be sent first proofs 

of their articles, but not as a rule revised proofs. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 

 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.  

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

http://www.brill.com/brillopen

