
Religion and Gender  
brill.com/rag 

 
Instructions for Authors  
 

Last revised on 1 November 2022  page 1 of 7 

Scope 
 

Religion and Gender (RAG) is the first peer reviewed, international journal for the systematic study of 

gender and religion in an interdisciplinary perspective. The journal explores the relation, confrontation 

and intersection of gender and religion, taking into account the multiple and changing manifestations of 

religion in diverse social and cultural contexts. It analyses and reflects critically on gender in its 

interpretative and imaginative dimensions and as a fundamental principle of social ordering. It seeks to 

investigate gender at the intersections of feminist, sexuality, queer, masculinity, and diversity studies. 

Religion and Gender targets an interdisciplinary academic audience but also aims to be accessible to 

those with a non-professional interest in the field. The journal publishes high level contributions from 

the Humanities and from qualitative and conceptual studies in the Social Sciences. It focusses in 

particular on contemporary debates and topics of emerging interest from postmodern, postcolonial, and 

post-secular perspectives. Religion and Gender is produced in collaboration with the 'International 

Association for the Study of Religion and Gender' (IARG).  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

RAG uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/rag. First-time users of EM need to 

register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget this username and password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read these “Instructions for Authors” to ensure that the 

paper follows the journal style, as well as the EM instructions available by following the above link and 

clicking on the ‘help’ icon in the top left-hand menu on the page. Online submission considerably 

shortens overall publication time. When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through 

the creation and uploading of the various files. 

Please upload source files and not pdf files. Any figure files should be uploaded separately, and should 

have high density of at least 300-600 dpi at a size suitable for printing. 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
https://www.editorialmanager.com/rag
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The revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.  

 

Double-blinded Peer Review  
RAG uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 

any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 

figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 

names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.  

 

Files 
Files to be uploaded should be source files (.doc; .docx, etc.) and not only pdf files. Figure files should be 

uploaded as high quality (300-600 dpi) files (tif(f), .bmp or .eps). 

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor, Lieke Schrijvers, at: 

l.l.schrijvers@vu.nl. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill 

EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Special Issues 
RAG encourages and looks forward to relevant special issue proposals. 

We ask guest editors to issue a call for papers, even if there are already some authors willing to 

contribute, in order for the special issue to include a broader and diverse range of authors. The special 

issue must fall within the scope of the journal and contain 4-5 articles and an editorial introduction.  

If you would like to propose a special issue, please write a short special issue proposal, which will serve 

as the basis for the guest editorial introduction to be written during a later stage. 

This proposal should include: an introduction of the theme and the rationale of the special issue; a note 

about whether you want to issue a call for papers or not (and if not, why); the titles, authors and 

abstracts of the papers in case these are already available; and a tentative timeline. Send your proposal 

to: l.l.schrijvers@vu.nl. Upon receiving it, it will be discussed by the senior editors. 

It is important to be aware of the fact that all individual articles need to be anonymously peer reviewed, 

and the guest editors are responsible for this process. The revised manuscripts will, however, be once 

more assessed by the editors of the journal before publication. That means that the editors will 

potentially provide additional feedback, which is meant to ensure that the articles and the special issue 

mailto:l.l.schrijvers@vu.nl
mailto:em@brill.com
mailto:l.l.schrijvers@vu.nl


Religion and Gender  
brill.com/rag 

 
Instructions for Authors  
 

Last revised on 1 November 2022  page 3 of 7 

as a whole remain within the journal's scope. It is crucial to communicate to the authors that they might 

receive feedback a second time, so they will expect it. 

 

Book Reviews 
Those interested in contributing a book review can find a list of available titles at: 

religionandgender.academia.edu/ReligionandGenderejournal. For further details, please e-mail Eline 

Huygens, at: eline.huygens@ugent.be, or Lucy Spoliar, at: lucy.spoliar@ru.nl. 
 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language  
Articles should be written in English. Spelling (either British or American) should be consistent 

throughout. The author(s) should make sure that the article is written in good English. If English is not 

your first language, it is recommended to have a native speaker proofread the article before submission. 

Abbreviations are only allowed in footnotes (for example - e.g.; and so on – etc.). Centuries with ordinal numbers 

should be written without superscript: 19th century. 

Please note that only institutional references should be capitalized: Faculty of Religious Studies. General 

references to academic disciplines are in lower-case. ‘He was a scholar in religious studies.’ 

 

Non-Roman Scripts 
If a special font is used, please provide a copy of the font. 

 

Length 
The final draft of a manuscript accepted for publication should be 5,000–8,000 words in length 

including abstract, footnotes, and bibliography.  

Book reviews should be 800–1,200 words and should not use footnotes or endnotes. 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

General   
− Manuscripts that are submitted for initial consideration should be complete, including all notes, 

bibliographical references, tables, etc.  

− Final versions and printouts must be proofread carefully before submission; please use your spelling 

and grammar check; final versions that are not corrected will be returned for renewed proofreading. 

− Manuscript pages should be numbered consecutively in the lower right corner, double-spaced with 

wide margins on all sides (use ragged rather than justified right margins).  

− Eliminate any section or page breaks, and any headers or footers. 

https://religionandgender.academia.edu/ReligionandGenderejournal
mailto:eline.huygens@ugent.be
../../local_Kaldenbach/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/local_Morris/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YBD4YB8S/lucy.spoliar@ru.nl
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− Notes should be submitted as footnotes, consecutively numbered, and placed at the bottom of the 

page.   

− The journal reserves the right to copy-edit contributions to conform to its style. Do not use desktop 

publishing features such as justification, centering, or bold-face type.  

− Italics should be indicated by italics. Do not use bold in the text, except for section heading; use 

italics instead. 

− Do not hyphenate words at the end of a line.  

− TAB should be restricted to a paragraph indent. 

− A list of References, listing all materials cited in the paper and footnotes, must conclude the paper. 

− For general rules on style, see the Chicago Manual of Style (16th ed., University of Chicago Press, 2010, 

or the most recent edition). 

 

Abstracts 
Articles should include a short abstract (80-150 words), written in English, that clearly defines the thesis 

and the sources quoted. 

 

Keywords 
Please supply 3-8 keywords (in lowercase letters), to be placed below the abstract, for indexing purposes. 

 

Headings 
Headings are unnumbered and should be flush (aligned) left. Apart from the title, not more than two 

levels of headings should be used. First level headings should be in bold, second level headings should be 

in bold italics.  

 

This is the First Level Heading 

This is the Second Level Heading 

 

Footnotes 
Footnotes should be numbered consecutively as 1, 2, 3… in Arabic numerals. 

The autoformatting of footnotes is required for accepted papers. Your footnotes should be very brief, 

normally four sentences at most, unless a larger number of citations to several publications are 

necessary. Extended commentary or parenthetical discussions are important enough to remain within 

the main body of the paper. Superscript numbers marking footnotes should follow immediately after the 

punctuation or the quotation. The footnotes should be numbered consecutively and placed at the 

bottom of each page. No asterisks or roman numerals should be used anywhere. 

RAG does not permit a footnote to the title of the paper, nor does it permit a footnote in the first or last 

sentence of your article to thank people, or make remarks about the origins of the paper. Instead, 
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compose a separate Acknowledgements section that goes at the end of the article, before the Notes and 

References. 

 

References 
In-Text Citations 
Articles should use in-text references, with a full reference list at the end of the article. The format for an 

in-text citation is this: (Author Year) or (Author Year, page #), e.g.: (Putnam 1990, 68).  

Multiple citations are separated by a semicolon: (Horgan 1988; Rorty 2003, 18).  

For multiple authors, only list the first two authors, e.g.: (Heinz, Lao, et al. 2011, 582). 

If the author of a source is anonymous, replace the author’s surname with the title of the work, followed 

by the publication year. 

Electronic sources are referenced in the same way with the exclusion of page numbers. 

If the publication date is unknown, insert (n.d), which stands for no date. If the author is unknown, 

replace the author by the title as with other anonymous sources. 

 
References 
Format the list of References, which goes at the end of the article, correctly as follows below.  

 

Books 

Kamitsuka, Margaret D. 2007. Feminist Theology and the Challenge of Difference, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

 

Chapters in Edited Volumes 

Joy, Morny. 2005. ‘Postcolonial and Gendered Reflections: Challenges for Religious Studies’ in Ursula 

King and Tina Beattie  (eds.), Gender, Religion and Diversity: Cross-Cultural Perspectives, London: 

Continuum International Publishing, 28-39. 

 

Journal Articles 

Krondorfer, Björn. 2008. ‘Textual Male Intimacy and the Religious Imagination: Men Giving Testimony 

to Themselves’, Literature and Theology 22:3, 265-279. 

 

Online Journal Articles 

Hawthorne, Sian Melville. 2013. ‘Displacements: Religion, Gender, and the Catachrestic Demands of 

Postcoloniality’, Religion and Gender 3:2, 168-187. URN:NBN:NL:UI:10-1-114480 

 

PhD Theses  

Den Dikken, Annika. 2011. ‘Body Enhancement: Body Images, Vulnerability and Moral Responsibility’, 

PhD thesis, Utrecht University. 
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Websites 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney, Education: Video & Audio Gallery, accessed 27 September 2022, 

http://www.mca.com.au/video.asp. 

 

Articles in Online Blogs or Newspapers 

Muth, Chaz. 2009. ‘Bishops Say Health Reform Should Include All Immigrants, Legal or Not’, Catholic 

News Service, 22 September, accessed 28 November 2021, 

http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0904223.htm. 

 

Block Quotations 
Set off quotations as block quotes with a blank line before and after the quotation 

 

Figures 
Illustrations may be submitted as glossy photographs, slides, transparencies or electronic files and 

should be clearly marked. When necessary, crops, horizontal or vertical orientation, enlargement of 

details, etc. should be indicated on a photocopy of the original.  

The preferred format for electronic files is TIFF or EPS (for maps), but high-resolution JPG files may be 

submitted too. When supplied as electronic files, line drawings should have a minimum resolution of 

600 dpi [dots per inch], preferably 1200 dpi. Photographs should have a minimum resolution of 300 dpi, 

preferably 600 dpi. Files should be the size of the original image or sized to the approximate size of 

reproduction. Illustrations, tables, and figures must be numbered consecutively (e.g. FIGURE 1, FIGURE 

2, etc.) and include captions to give a description and to identify the source of any image or data. All 

figures and tables must be cited consecutively in the text. Number the files, and indicate in the 

manuscript where they are to appear, like this: (Fig. 1 here). The text in a figure must be legible, and 

should not be smaller than font size 10. The size of this lettering for any text in a figure should be the 

same for all figures in the manuscript. Authors are responsible for obtaining and paying for all copyright 

and reproduction charges. Illustrations and captions (including acknowledgements) should be placed at 

the very end of the contribution or sent separately.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author/ the designated author by e-mail 

to check carefully for factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs 

and are strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly 

on the proofs.  At this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Authors’ 

alterations in excess of 10% of the original composition cost will be charged to authors. Proofs should be 

returned within one week of receipt. 

http://www.mca.com.au/video.asp
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0904223.htm
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E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version that has been accepted for publication and contains all 

revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-

out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website    

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 
 

License to Publish 

 
Transfer of Copyright  

By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the License to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

