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Scope 
 
The quarterly Review of Central and East European Law (RELA) critically examines issues of legal doctrine 
and practice in the region. An important aspect of this is, for example, the harmonization of legal 
principles and rules; another facet is the legal impact of the intertwining of domestic economies, on the 
one hand, with regional economies and the processes of international trade and investment on the other. 
The RELA offers a forum for discussion of topical questions of public and private law from domestic, 
regional, and international perspectives. The RELA encourages comparative research; it is hoped that, in 
this way, additional insights in legal developments can be communicated to those interested in 
questions, not only of law, but also of politics, economics, and of society of countries in the region. 
 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 
The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 
behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 
and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 
downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 
 

Online Submission 
 
RELA uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 
Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/rela. First-time users of EM need to 
register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 
information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 
forget this username and password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 
your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-
mailed to you. 
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 
the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 
A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 
including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.  
 
Double-blinded Peer Review for Academic and Scholarly Submissions 
RELA uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 
the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 
article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 
of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 
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any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 
figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 
names of these files and the document proper-ties should also be anonymized.  
 
File Format 
Please upload source files such as .doc, and not .pdf files.  
 
Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Managing Editor, Dr. Aistė 
Mickonytė (aiste.mickonyte@uni-graz.at). For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can 
also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com. 
 
File Format  
Preference is given to the Microsoft WORD for Windows format.  
 

Submission Requirements 
 
The Review of Central and East European Law seeks to recruit its contributors from among those 
interested in the domestic legal systems of the region, as well from authors active in the fields of regional 
and international law (public and private). This implies a welcome to all serious and qualified authors, 
but especially to those from the countries of the area concerned. 
Works of a multidisciplinary nature may be considered for publication, provided they contribute in a 
meaningful way to the general aims of Review of Central and East European Law. 
Submissions will be subjected to a process of peer review. Authors can expect to be notified of the results 
of the initial review process as quickly as possible.  
 
Language 
Articles should be submitted in English; they may also be accompanied by an original version in one of 
the major CIS/CEE languages for the purpose of clarifying questions of terminology or content.  
 
Length  
Generally, articles published in the Review range from 4,000 to 13,000 words. Exceptions, however, can 
be made for subjects warranting different treatment.  
Book reviews (notes of events) can be as brief as one double-spaced page or as long as the author sees fit. 
Please indicate the ISBN number, the number of pages, and the price of the book being reviewed.  
Volumes in the Law in Eastern Europe series are normally from 175 to 300 printed pages. Longer works 
may be accommodated in multiple volumes.  
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Manuscript Structure 
 
Spelling  
American-English spelling is used in our publications.  
Abbreviations which might be not familiar to the average reader should be used only after referring to 
the complete words or phrase (in the main text or in a footnote). Terminology from languages other than 
English should be italicized—where the author deems it appropriate, followed by a translation. 

(Sovet Narodnykh Kommissarov, hereinafter “Sovnarkhoz”)  
The term “polnoe khoziastvennoe vedenie” (full economic ownership) made its first appearance in 
the 1990 Law on Banks and Banking Activity in the RSFSR.  

 
Capitalization  
In headings and titles, the initial word and all other words except articles, conjunctions, and 
prepositions of four letters or less should be capitalized. Only nouns referring to people or groups or 
identifying specific persons, officials, government offices, or government bodies should be capitalized. In 
contributions relating to the European Union, the term 'Member State' should be capitalized. 

 
Dates  
Continental style: 27 August 2015.  
 
Headings  
Kindly use no more than three heading levels. They are: 1 Bold, 1.1 Bold Italic and 1.1.1 Roman.  
 
Quotations and Quotation Marks 
Quotations should be enclosed in double quotation marks and appear before punctuation and footnotes. 
Quotations longer than three lines should be indented. Single quotation marks should be used when 
referring, for example, to ‘terms of art’, etc. 

“The so-called ‘war of laws’, which once raged in Russia, still seems to have its traces on the legal 
landscape.” 

 
References 
Footnotes rather than endnotes should be used. No bibliography should be added at the end. 
 
Books 
Full name of the author, title of the book (publisher, place of publication [if there are multiple places of 
publication, separated by a comma], year, edition/translator), page. 
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NB: (a) page numbers are not preceded by ‘p.’; and (b) citation of the author’s name should include her 
first name. 
Jane Henderson, The Constitution of the Russian Federation: A Contextual Analysis (Hart Publishing, 
Oxford, 2011), 125-126. 
 
Where citation is made to a reprint, reference should be made of the date of the original work (plus full 
details of the reprinted version where available): 
G.F. Shershenevich, Uchebnik Russkogo Grazhdanskogo Prava (Statut, Moscow, 2005, first published in 
Kazan’ in 1894), 375-390. 
 
Translations should be clearly indicated: 
Kh. Shak (H. Schack), Mezhdunarodnoe grazhdanskoe protsessual’noe pravo (Bek, Moscow, 2001, 
translated from Internationales Zivilverfahrensrecht, C.H. Beck, München, 1996), 170. 
 
Chapters in Edited Books 
An Author, “Title of the chapter in quotation marks,” in An Editor (ed.), The Title of the Edited Book 
(Publisher, place of publication, year, edition/translator), page(s). 
Julian Cooper, “Russia and the Eurasian Customs Union”, in Rilka Dragneva and Kataryna Wolczuk (eds.), 
Eurasian Economic Integration: Law, Policy, and Politics (Edward Elgar, Cheltenham, UK, 2013). 
 
Journal Articles  
An Author, “Title of the Article in Quotatio Marks,” 39(1) Journal Title (2016), 1-40, at 25. 
Mikhail Antonov, “Conservatism in Russia and Sovereignty in Human Rights,” 39(1) Review of Central and 
East European Law (2014), 1-40, at 25.  
 
Newspaper Articles  
An Author, “Title of the Article in Quotation Marks,” Newspaper Title (date), page(s). 
Ernest Ametistov, “Svoboda dolzhna byt’ s kulakami,” Izvestiia (8 August 1996), 4. 
 
Legislation, Court Cases 
References to legislation, courts cases, international treaties, etc. should be made by citing primary 
rather than secondary sources; e.g., Official Journal (EU); United Nations Treaties Series (UN). 
 
The judgments of the European Court of Human Rights should be cited as follows: 
ECtHR, Mihu v. Romania, ECtHR Judgment (1 March 2016) App. No. 36903, para. 70 
The judgments of the European Court of Justice should be cited as follows: 
ECJ, Case C-222/13, TDC (2014) EU:C:2014:2265, para. 32. 
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Where citation is made of materials which have translated into English, the source of the translation 
always should be noted. If all the translations in an article are by the author, she should use an ‘omnibus’ 
annotation in the first footnote accompanying a translation, e.g., “All translations from Polish into 
English are by the author of the present work unless otherwise noted.” 
 
Internet Resources 
Rilka Dragneva, “Can the CIS Survive the Ukraine Crisis?”, CREES blog (10 May 2014), available at 
http://creesbham.blogspot.com.ee/2014/05/can-cis-survive-ukraine-crisis.html.  
 
Ibid., and Op.Cit. 
Previously cited works in an RCEEL article should be referred to by ‘op.cit.’ followed by the number of the 
footnote at which the full reference can be found. 
Dragneva, op.cit. note 5, 5. 
A single work by the same author which has been cited in the preceding note should be referred to by 
‘Ibid.’ 
1Kathryn Hendley, “Assessing the Role of Justice-of-the-Peace Courts in the Russian Judicial System”, 37(4) 
Review of Central and East European Law (2012), 373-393, at 380.  
2Ibid., 392. 
 
Miscellaneous  
When referring to specific articles in legislation or other materials, the reference in the main text of a 
manuscript should be: Article 42; however, in parentheses (in the main text) and in all footnotes, the 
reference should be: (Art.42).  
 

Publication 
 
Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author by e-mail to check carefully for 
factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 
to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 
stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 
manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 
unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned within 7 days of receipt. 
 
E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 
is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 
version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

http://creesbham.blogspot.com.ee/2014/05/can-cis-survive-ukraine-crisis.html


Review of Central and East European Law 
brill.com/rela 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 25 May 2020  page 6 of 6 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 
Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 
12 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and 
contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the 
publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any 
website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  
 
Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 
More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 
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