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Scope 
 

Brill Research Perspectives in Ancient History (RPAH) is a peer-reviewed journal presenting review articles 

with commentary on the current state of the field of Ancient History. Articles draw on the latest 

interdisciplinary research in historical, cultural, political, social, and theoretical analysis to provide 

useful, up-to-date review and commentary for scholars, teachers, and students. Focused on Ancient 

History, the RPAH has a broad scope in geographic and chronological terms encompassing the Greco-

Roman world, including the Mediterranean basin and Europe, from the Bronze Age to Late Antiquity. 

Demanding the highest standard for submissions of its articles, RPAH provides cutting-edge scholarly 

surveys of each topic presented and international scholars from diverse fields will contribute solicited 

articles long enough to provide comprehensive treatment on an array of topics within their expertise. 

Published in print and on-line, issues will be updated periodically by authors to revitalize their 

commentary and analysis and to ensure currency of citations. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Submission  
 

You have been invited to write a 70-100-page (30,000-40,000-word) survey article to be published as a 

single issue in Brill Research Perspectives in Ancient History. We have asked you to write the article 

because you are an expert on the subject and should be able to write it with authority. For this reason, 

we will not tell you what you should or should not include. These Guidelines are merely to help point 

you in the right direction in what concerns scope, level, and purpose. 

Please construct your article as a short monograph containing a Table of Contents, Parts (including an 

Introduction and a Conclusion or Perspectives) and a list of references/bibliography. Articles should not 

need to be illustrated since it is primarily historiographical. 

Your article should provide an overview of the subject, taking into account recent scholarship, and 

provide a discussion of the most important publications on the subject. The target audience should be 

more advanced scholars unfamiliar with the subject as well as graduate students. Readers should be able 

to use the article as the starting point for researching the subject and be able to continue further 

research from there using the (hyperlinked) bibliography to get to the most important sources. 

Your article should not be a dry, objective summing up of literature, and you should feel free to have the 

essay reflect your own ideas and perspectives on the subject as long as the outcome is a balanced 
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overview of methods, theories, and approaches. Arrange your survey around major themes rather than 

on single works, explain very subject-specific terminology, but remember that your reader should have 

an advanced level of knowledge in Ancient History in general. 

By reading your article, your audience may expect to benefit from an overview of, critical commentary 

on, and unique analysis of the subject and of the current state of scholarship in that area, to be directed 

to the essential sources, and to get ideas for new directions of research. Imagine yourself to be the reader 

of other issues in this series, reading into a related, possibly adjacent field of research with which you are 

not familiar enough to be able to find your way easily in the vast body of literature on the subject. 

Your article will be peer reviewed. The purpose of the review is to solicit constructive feedback on your 

article in order to optimize its coverage and manner of presentation. You are expected to take this 

feedback into consideration, but we do not require you to adopt all points mentioned by the reviewer. 

Brill will optimize the discoverability of the article to ensure that it is read and cited. These critical 

survey articles belong to the most-cited type of articles and will ensure visibility for years to come. You 

are encouraged to update your article in response to new publications or new developments in the field. 

Updates will be clearly marked as such in the original article and will not compromise the way in which 

the article gets cited. 

At all times, feel free to contact the journal editor, Lee L. Brice at ll-brice@wiu.edu or the Acquisitions 

Editor for Classical Studies at Brill, Mirjam Elbers, at elbers@brill.com if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Manuscripts should be written in English. Spelling should be consistent throughout. 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

A professional typesetting firm will be composing your manuscript according to our house style, so your 

manuscript needs to have only the minimum of formatting completed when you submit it. Please clearly 

mark headings, quotations, paragraphs, insertion points for illustrations and/or tables, and footnotes. 

However, the manuscript should be ready for publication when you submit the final, revised version 

after peer review. The proofing process is meant to be used only to correct typos that might be 

introduced during typesetting, not to copyedit or rewrite your manuscript. 

Make sure that paragraphs are clearly distinguishable either by a blank line or by indentation. 

 

Structure 
Your article should be structured as a short-form monograph and, as such, should contain the following 

elements: 

mailto:ll-brice@wiu.edu
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• Abstract and Keywords 

• Title page: Title as agreed with the Editor-in-Chief and the publisher at Brill with names of all 

 authors and their affiliations as they should appear in the published version. 

• Table of Contents 

• Parts 

• List of References 

 

If you would like to add acknowledgements, please do so with a section following the last part of the text 

but preceding the List of References. 

All manuscript pages, footnotes, equations, and references should be labeled in consecutive numerical 

order. Tables should be cited in the text in numerical order. 

 

Headings 
If you use headers, make sure these are recognizable as such. If you have more than one level, there 
should be a clear and consistently used distinction between levels. Please avoid numerical levels such as 

1.1.1.3. 

 

Abstract 
Each article must be accompanied by an abstract at the time of submission. This will be used as the 

article’s summary for the online journal version. The abstract will also appear in various online and 

printed abstract journals. Furthermore, abstracts improve the discoverability of the article in search 

engines such as Google Scholar. The abstract should describe the principal themes of the article and 

identify the target readership. The length should be no more than 120 words. 

 

Keywords 
Please provide between 4 and 6 keywords that accurately describe the main themes of your article. 

Keywords will improve the discoverability of your article in Brill and Internet search engines. 

 

Footnotes 
Use footnotes rather than endnotes. Endnotes will be typeset as footnotes. Footnote numbering 

may be either consecutive or non- consecutive as you deem most suitable for the length of your 

submission. However, consistency is paramount. 

 

Quotations 
Single quotation marks (‘ ’) are used to distinguish words, concepts, and short phrases. 

Double quotation marks (“ ”) are used for direct quotations of fewer than 25 words, which run within the 

text. Double quotation marks are also used for the titles of articles from journals of reference works. 
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Block Quotations 

Larger sections of quoted text should be set off from the running text by a blank line before and after the 

quoted text, and the text should be indented on the left side. 

 

References 
Your Brill editorial team prefers references be submitted according to the author-date (reference list 

system) in Chicago Manual of Style or The Oxford Manual of Style. All citations of ancient texts should 

appear in-text in parentheses and all citations of modern works should appear in footnotes.  Please be 

consistent throughout the entire manuscript when using a particular style. 

Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition (chicagomanualofstyle.org) (author-date/reference list style) 

The Oxford Style Manual, ed. & comp. R.M. Ritter. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003 

To facilitate organization, management, and consistency, the following reference programs are 

recommended: endnote.com; and refworks.com but not required. If you do use these programs, it is 

recommended that you supply an endnote or refworks file with your final manuscript. 

When citing URLs, please make sure always to include the date of last access. 

When DOIs of cited publications are available, please include them. 

Abbreviations of journal titles is expected where appropriate.  Use the L’Annee Philologique 

abbreviations list: archeo.ens.fr/IMG/pdf/annee_philologique_abrev_revues.pdf 

It is very important that you supply as complete a reference as possible and that it is structured in the 

exact manner requested by your journal. 

Please use abbreviations of Greek and Latin authors and major works as applied by the Oxford Classical 

Dictionary (OCD). 

 

Illustrations 

There will be no illustrations in this journal. Please refer to images that have been published elsewhere. 

 

Permissions 
Please ensure that you have secured permission to use all approved illustrative or other 3rd- party 

materials. Permissions are also required for any quotation or translation from another work that is 

greater than 100 continuous words or multiple quotations accumulating 300 or more words. Try to avoid 

long quotations from modern works and provide your own translations.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
http://endnote.com/
https://www.refworks.com/
http://www.archeo.ens.fr/IMG/pdf/annee_philologique_abrev_revues.pdf
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to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. 

Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, 

therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author. Proof corrections should be returned promptly.  

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-

review) version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that 

has not been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). 

The Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website   

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 
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