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Scope 
 

We are living in turbulent times in which we need to face global challenges connecting fields and 

perspectives. Complex social issues require complex, multidisciplinary approaches to deal with their 

complexity. In recent decades, sociocybernetics has developed as a distinct discipline that aims to meet 

this challenge. Sociocybernetics is concerned with applying first and second order cybernetics, the 

systems sciences and complexity science in the social sciences. Brill Research Perspectives in 

Sociocybernetics and Complexity (RPSC) disseminate advances in sociocybernetics and consolidate 

existing research efforts, including theory and applications. Each issue addresses developments around a 

specific topic; thus, besides the audience interested in developments in sociocybernetics and the 

complexity sciences, each issue appeals to those in other disciplines who are engaged with a particular 

topic. The topics addressed range from foundational issues to applications in systems modelling, the arts, 

social interventions, environmental problems, social work and care, public policies, and urban design, at 

a local or global scale. Brill Research Perspectives in Sociocybernetics and Complexity is an invaluable 

resource for scholars, policymakers and practitioners wishing to learn about the latest developments in 

sociocybernetics, as well as a useful resource for teachers and those studying the social sciences and 

related disciplines.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance 

 

Submission  

 

You have been invited to write a 70-100-page (30,000-40,000-word) survey article to be published as a 

single issue in Brill Research Perspectives in Sociocybernetics and Complexity. We have asked you to write 

the article because you are an expert on the subject and should be able to write it with authority. For this 

reason, we will not tell you what you should or should not include. These Guidelines are merely to help 

point you in the right direction in what concerns scope, level, and purpose. 

Please construct your article as a short monograph containing a Table of Contents, Parts (including an 

Introduction and a Conclusion or Perspectives) and a list of references/bibliography. Articles should not 

need to be illustrated since it is primarily historiographical. 

Your article should provide an overview of the subject, taking into account recent scholarship, and 

provide a discussion of the most important publications on the subject. The target audience should be 

more advanced scholars unfamiliar with the subject as well as graduate students. Readers should be able 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
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to use the article as the starting point for researching the subject and be able to continue further 

research from there using the (hyperlinked) bibliography to get to the most important sources. 

Your article should not be a dry, objective summing up of literature, and you should feel free to have the 

essay reflect your own ideas and perspectives on the subject as long as the outcome is a balanced 

overview of methods, theories, and approaches. Arrange your survey around major themes rather than 

on single works, explain very subject-specific terminology, but remember that your reader should have 

an advanced level of knowledge in general. 

By reading your article, your audience may expect to benefit from an overview of, critical commentary 

on, and unique analysis of the subject and of the current state of scholarship in that area, to be directed 

to the essential sources, and to get ideas for new directions of research. Imagine yourself to be the reader 

of other issues in this series, reading into a related, possibly adjacent field of research with which you are 

not familiar enough to be able to find your way easily in the vast body of literature on the subject. 

Your article will be peer reviewed. The purpose of the review is to solicit constructive feedback on your 

article in order to optimize its coverage and manner of presentation. You are expected to take this 

feedback into consideration, but we do not require you to adopt all points mentioned by the reviewer. 

Brill will optimize the discoverability of the article to ensure that it is read and cited. These critical 

survey articles belong to the most-cited type of articles and will ensure visibility for years to come. You 

are encouraged to update your article in response to new publications or new developments in the field. 

Updates will be clearly marked as such in the original article and will not compromise the way in which 

the article gets cited. 

At all times, feel free to contact the Acquisitions Editor at Brill, Jason Prevost, at prevost@brill.com if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

Authors should submit their manuscript by e-mail directly to the Acquisitions Editor, Jason Prevost, at 

prevost@brill.com. Please direct all other correspondence to Assistant Editor, Debbie de Wit, 

witd@brill.com. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
RPSC publishes articles in English. Contributions should be grammatically correct and in good literary 

style. All spelling should be consistent. 

 
Font 
Ordinary Roman style text Arial and Times New Roman that come with Microsoft Windows are fine. For 

extended characters, authors should ensure that they use a Unicode friendly font such as the Brill  

(brill.com/about/brill-fonts). 

 

 

mailto:prevost@brill.com
mailto:prevost@brill.com
mailto:witd@brill.com
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Unicode and Non-Roman Fonts 
The Editors request the use of Unicode friendly fonts only.   

If you have any questions about fonts or any other issue, please contact the editor. 

 

Length 
The length requirement for RPSC articles is 70-100 pages (30,000-40,000-words). 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Abstract and Keywords 
All manuscripts should be accompanied by an abstract in English of no more than 150 words and a list of 

no more than six or seven keywords. 

 

Headings 
The First Level Heading 

The Second Level Heading 

 

References 
Footnotes may be used for supplemental information, but references should be given as in-text citations 

following APA style, with a list of references (labeled “References”) at the end of the article. A list of 

references is required for all contributions. For guidance on in-text citation according to APA style, you 

may visit owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/ or blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2011/01/writing-in-

text-citations-in-apa-style.html or any number of other resources on the internet. 

 

For the References section: 

– Do not use dashes for repeated author names. 

– Capitalization of titles in both headline-style or sentence-style is allowed. Please follow the same 

capitalization style as in the original title. 

– Reverse italics in titles are permitted when applicable. 

– The Reference List should be presented in roman script. Use a transcribed version of the reference 

where necessary. The original script can be included within square brackets. 

 

Book 
Author, A.A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A.A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

Author, A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Book. 6th ed. Location: Publisher. 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2011/01/writing-in-text-citations-in-apa-style.html
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2011/01/writing-in-text-citations-in-apa-style.html
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Edited Book 
Editor, A., ed. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

Editor, A.A., and Editor, B., eds. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

 

Book without Author 
The Title of the Book (2019). Location: Publisher. 

 

Book by a Corporate Author or Organization 
Organization Name (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 

 

Article in Edited Volume 
Author, A., and Author, B.B. (2019). The Title of the Article. In: A. Editor, ed., The Title of the Book, 

Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10.  

Author, A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Article. In: A. Editor and B. Editor, eds., The Title of the 

Book, Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10.  

Author, A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Article. In: Proceedings of the Xth International 

Conference on Something 2019, Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10.  

 

Multi-Volume Work (as a Whole) 
Editor, A., ed. (2019). The Title of the Work. (2 vols). Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Work. (2 vols). Location: Publisher. 

 

Multi-Volume Work (Specific Volume) 
Editor, A., ed. (2019). The Title of the Work, Volume 2. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Work, Volume 2. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

 

Journal Article 
Author, A.A., Author, B., and Author, C. (2019). The Title of the Article. Journal Title 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Article. Journal Title 70, pp. 1–10. 

 

Pre–published Journal Article 
Author, A.A., Author, B., and Author, C. (2019). The Title of the Article. Journal Title, pp. 1–10. DOI 

10.1163/1234567X–12345678. 

 

Forthcoming Work 
Author, A. (forthcoming 2019). The Title of the Journal article. Journal Title, 1–10.  

Author, A. (forthcoming). The Title of the Journal article. Journal Title, 1–10.  

Author, A. (forthcoming). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 
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Dissertation or Thesis 
Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Thesis, Dissertation, Department, University.  

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Thesis, Degree Thesis, Department, University.  

 

Newspaper Article 
Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Article. The Newspaper, June 24, p. 1. 

 

Other-language Work with Translated Title Included 
Author, A. (2019). De titel van het boek [The title of the book]. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. (2019). De titel van het artikel [The title of the article]. Journal Title 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

 

Work in Non-Roman Script 
Author, A. (2019). Nazvaniye knigi [Название книги]. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. [Автор, А.]. (2019). Nazvaniye knigi [Название книги]. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. [Автор, А.]. (2019). “Nazvaniye stat'i zhurnala” [Название статьи журнала]. Nazvaniye 

zhurnala [Название журнала] 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

 

Translated Work 
Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Book. Translated by A. Translator. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Article. Translated by A. Translator. Journal Title 70 (1), pp. 1–10.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process, only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 

12 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and 
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contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing but has not yet been typeset in the 

publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any    

website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 
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