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Scope 
 

As the first international journal entirely devoted to philosophical skepticism, the International Journal 

for the Study of Skepticism (SKEP) publishes high-quality articles and discussion notes on any field of 

research relevant to the study of skeptical thought. The journal also contains critical notices and reviews 

of major books on skepticism, and organizes book symposia on recent ground-breaking works. On 

occasion, it publishes special issues devoted to current lively debates on specific topics or authors. The 

wide range of areas covered includes the history and significance of ancient, medieval, modern, and 

contemporary skepticism as well as discussions of current specific skeptical problems and arguments in 

epistemology, metaethics, ontology, philosophy of religion, philosophy of mind, and philosophy of 

language. The Journal is fully committed to the highest standards of clarity and rigor, and serves as a 

forum for debate and exchange of ideas among leading international philosophers and scholars. It 

solicits contributions from contemporary philosophers working in a variety of methods and traditions, 

including both analytic and continental philosophy, as well as contributions from philosophers and 

scholars working out of the history of philosophy. It thus brings together cutting-edge contemporary 

discussion of issues related to skepticism and serious historical scholarship on this subject.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 
The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

SKEP uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/skep. First-time users of EM need to 

register first.  Go to the website and click on the ‘’Register Now’ link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are strongly encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When 

submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the 

various files. A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system 

automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All 

correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

http://www.brill.nl/acm
https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/skep
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A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Peer Review Process 
The journal is administered by the editors who handle the daily operation and management and the 

oversight of reviewing. Submissions are first screened by the editors, who evaluate their pertinence and 

quality. They are then sent to one or two referees who are selected among the members of the Editorial 

Board or among other recognized specialists. The peer review process is double-blind. On the basis of 

the evaluation of the referee(s), the editors make a final decision. Submissions by members of the 

Editorial Board are accepted only on the recommendation of outside referees. In the case of special 

issues, articles are usually by invitation but will also be peer reviewed. The referees are chosen in 

accordance with the following criteria: (i) they have a record of publication in the area or on the topic of 

the article or discussion note; (ii) they are not the primary ‘target’ of the paper; (iii) they are not known 

by the editors to be antecedently hostile to the topic or approach of the paper; and (iv) they are not a 

colleague of the author of the paper. The referees are required to ensure that their reports are clear, to 

provide sufficient rationale for their decisions, and to offer constructive comments that can be 

assimilated by the author. 

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 

SKEP uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that  includes the full title 

of the manuscript,  the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 

any acknowledgement texts. 

This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should 

not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the 

document properties should also be anonymized. 

 

File Format 
Manuscripts should be submitted online in .doc or .rtf format. 

 

Unicode and Non-Roman Scripts 
In the case of manuscripts containing Greek or logical formulae, they should also be submitted in .pdf 

format. In the case of Greek characters, manuscripts may be submitted in .doc or .rtf format provided the 

font used is Unicode compliant. A Unicode compliant font is the Brill, which is free for author use:  see 

brill.com/about/brill-fonts. Also see the following document: 

brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf. 

http://www.brill.nl/acm
http://www.brill.com/about/brill-fonts
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf
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Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor at: 

skepticismjournal@gmail.com. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact 

the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Types of Submission 
Articles and discussion notes on any subject related to the history and philosophical significance of 

skepticism are welcome for review. They must not have been published previously, in part or in their 

entirety, or be under consideration for publication elsewhere. They must be prepared for blind review. 

This means that the name and affiliation of the author should not be included in the manuscript, that 

any acknowledgments and bibliographic references to the author’s own work should be avoided, and 

that document meta-data identifying the author should be removed. 

 

Language 
The journal publishes mainly in English, but submissions in French, German, Italian, Portuguese, or 

Spanish are also welcome. Spelling in the language used should be consistent throughout. The author is 

responsible for the correct use of the language chosen. Non-native speakers are strongly encouraged to 

have their contribution corrected by a native speaker. 

 

Length 
As a general rule, articles should not exceed 10,000 words, discussion notes should not exceed 6,000  

words, critical notices should not exceed 4,000 words, and book reviews should not exceed 2,000 words. 

Critical notices and book reviews are by invitation only.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

All manuscripts should be double-spaced, including all quotations and notes.  

Submissions can be in any acceptable stylistic convention, but authors finalizing their papers for 

publication should observe the following stylistic rules. The name of the author should appear 

immediately after the title, together with his/her affiliation and his/her e-mail addresses. 

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Articles and discussion notes should be accompanied by an abstract in English of approximately 150 

words and a list of 4-6 English keywords (in lowercase letters), to be placed below the abstract, for 

indexing purposes.  

http://www.brill.nl/acm
mailto:skepticismjournal@gmail.com
mailto:em@brill.com
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Headings 
Up to three levels of headings are usual. All are flush left: 

 

1 Headings Are Bold and Require Standard Capitalization  

  

They have two blank line above and one below. 

 

1.2 Level 2 Headings Are Bold Italics with Standard Capitalization 

They have one blank line above and none below 

 

1.1.1 Level 3 Headings Are Roman with Standard Capitalization 

They have one blank line above and none below 

 

Footnotes 
Footnotes should be numbered consecutively and placed at the bottom of each page. Superscript 

numbers marking footnotes should follow immediately after the punctuation or the quotation mark. 

 

Italics 
Authors should use italics, not underlining, for emphasizing words or phrases and for words in foreign 

languages. 

 

Punctuation 
Please place periods and commas inside the quotation marks. 

Use double quotation marks for phrases and sentences, except in the case of quotes within quotes, and 

single quotation marks for so-called function words or words with a special status. 

 

References 

Internal references to page numbers in the contribution are not allowed. 

Authors should follow the author-and-date style of reference and should include a list of references at 

the end of their papers. When listing multiple publications by a single author published in one year, the 

year of publication should be supplemented with lowercase letters to indicate the difference, e.g., 1998a, 

1998b, etc. References in the text and in footnotes should be by name and publication date, followed by a 

comma and the page number, e.g., Stough (1984), 138. 

Book and journal titles should be in italics, while titles of articles should be between double quotation 

marks. Authors’ names should be in roman, not in capitals. The form of references may be illustrated as 

follows, and add a DOI where possible:  

 

 

http://www.brill.nl/acm
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Monographs 
Popkin, R. (2003). The History of Scepticism from Savonarola to Bayle. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Edited Volumes  
Sinnott-Armstrong, W. (ed.). (2004). Pyrrhonian Skepticism. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Articles in Edited Volumes 
Barnes, J. (1990a). “Pyrrhonism, Belief and Causation: Observations on the Scepticism of Sextus 

Empiricus,” 2608–95 in W. Haase (ed.), Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt II 36.4. Berlin & New 

York: de Gruyter. DOI: 10.1163/22105700-00501001.  

 

Journal Articles 
Stough, C. (1984). “Sextus Empiricus on Non-Assertion,” Phronesis 29: 137–64. DOI: 10.1163/22105700-

00501002.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. 

Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, 

therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author. Proof corrections should be returned promptly 

within two weeks of receipt. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

http://www.brill.nl/acm
http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.nl/acm
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

