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Scope 
 

The peer-reviewed journal Social Sciences and Missions (SSM) provides a forum for exploration of the 

social and political influence of Christian missions worldwide. The journal does not aim at studying 

missions for themselves, but rather as "total social facts," an idiom, which history, anthropology, 

sociology or political science can use to analyse reality and give it meaning. Christian missions represent 

a unique site of observation for the study of a great number of valuable themes, such as: contemporary 

and past North-South relationships, not least the history of empire and of the post-colonial period; 

religious and cultural pluralism in contemporary societies and the regulation of religious expressions in 

the public space; the evolution of religious organizational models and religion’s links to social work, 

sport, music and systems of thoughts. Social Sciences & Missions accepts articles in English and in French. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

Authors are now encouraged to submit their manuscript online via the Editorial Manager (EM) online 

submission system at editorialmanager.com/SSMBRILL. Online submission considerably shortens the 

overall time-lag from submission to publication. First-time users of EM need to register first.  Go to the 

website and click on the ‘’Register Now’ link in the login menu. Enter the information requested. During 

registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should forget your Username and 

Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter your e-mail address exactly 

as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are strongly encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When 

submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the 

various files. A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system 

automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All 

correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-Blind Peer Review 
The Journal uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not 

know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you 
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submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes 

the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, 

keywords, and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files 

(manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, 

institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editors at: 

ssm.brill@gmail.com. For questions about Editorial Manager directly, authors can contact the Brill EM 

Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Types of Submissions 
The Journal has a preference for academic works. Personal memoirs are unlikely to be sent for review.  

 

Language 
SSM publishes articles in French or English.  Spelling in the language used should be consistent 

throughout. 

 

Manuscript Length 
The length of an article should be 7,000-14,000 words, including footnotes and bibliography; the length 

of book reviews, 500-1000 words.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

All articles should have an introduction, different sections and a conclusion.  

Use headings about once every three pages. The argument should be laid out clearly. 

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Journal articles must include an abstract at the beginning of the article.  The abstract consists of the aim, 

results and conclusion of the research and is limited to 100 words.  

Articles in French also need to include an abstract and keywords in English. 

Please also provide a series of 5 (five) keywords that are important and relevant to your article. 
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Footnotes 
Citations should be in the text as footnotes (not endnotes) and include only shortened bibliographical 

references. SSM prefers not to publish long footnotes. Points important to the argument should come in 

the text, while footnotes should be for references or brief disclaimers.  

 

References 
All articles must contain a bibliography at the end that provides all titles mentioned in the text (but only 

titles that are referred to in the article). Please apply the following style for references in order to enable 

Crossref. For a more detailed version of the style, please contact the editor. 

− Do not use dashes for repeated author names.  

− Capitalization of titles in both headline-style or sentence-style is allowed. Please follow the same 

capitalization style as in the original title.  

− Reverse italics in titles are permitted when applicable.  

− The Reference List should be presented in roman script. Use a transcribed version of the reference 

where necessary. The original script can be included within square brackets.  

 

Books 
McLellan, David. (1987). Marxism and Religion. A Description and Assessment of the Marxist Critique of 

Christianity. Basingstoke: Macmillan press. 
Deutsch, Jan-Georg, Probst, Peter, and Schmidt, Heike, eds. (2002). African Modernities. Entangled 

Meaning in Current Debate. Portsmouth: Heinemann 

 

Article in Edited Volume 
Comaroff, John. (2002). Governmentality, Materiality, Legality, Modernity. On the Colonial State in 

Africa. In: Jan-Georg Deutsch, Peter Probst, Heike Schmidt, eds., African Modernities. Entangled Meaning 

in Current Debate, Portsmouth: Heinemann, pp. 107-134. 

 

Journal Articles 
3 Etherington, Norman. (1996), Recent Trends in the Historiography of Christianity in Southern Africa. 

Journal of Southern African Studies 22 (2), pp. 201-219. 

 

Internet Articles 
4 Robert N. Bellah, At Home and Not at Home: Religious Pluralism and Religious Truth. 

http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=241 (accessed 20 February 2021). 

 

Quotations 
For direct quotes, double quotation marks (“ ”) should be used (e.g. “No economic ethics has ever been 

http://www.crossref.org/
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determined solely by religion”).  

For terms under consideration, please use single quotation mark (‘ ’) (e.g. ‘pariah people’).  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. 

Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, 

therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author. Proof corrections should be returned promptly. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any  website  

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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