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Instructions for Authors

Scope
A refereed journal with an international editorial and advisory board, the Shii Studies Review (SSR)
provides a scholarly forum for research on Shiism. The journal publishes peer-reviewed original studies,
critical editions of classical and pre-modern texts, and book reviews on Shii law, ḥadīth, Qurʾānic
exegesis, philosophy, kalām, ritual and practices, classical and contemporary literature, political thought,
and other aspects of the history of Shiism. It is dedicated to the study of Imami, Ismaili, Zaydi, and other
trends in Shii thought throughout history. The goal of the Shii Studies Review is to contribute to the
discovery, examination and reinterpretation of different intellectual traditions throughout the history of
the Shia. Taking an expansive view of the richly variegated Shii traditions in both thought and practice
and in their cultural and social contexts, the Shii Studies Review makes a distinctive contribution to
current scholarship on Shiism and its integration into the broader field of Islamic studies. It actively
endeavours to participate in the development of new scholarly approaches and problematics. The
intellectual output of this journal is directed at serving the needs of researchers specializing in all fields
of Shii studies.

Ethical and Legal Conditions
Please note that submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’s journals implies that you have
read and agreed to Brill’s Ethical and Legal Conditions. The Ethical and Legal Conditions can be found
here: brill.com/downloads/conditions.pdf.

Online Submission
SSR uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial
Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/SSRBRILL. First-time users of EM
need to register first.
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read these ‘Instructions for Authors’ to ensure that the
paper follows the journal style, as well as the EM instructions available by following the above link and
clicking on the ‘help’ icon in the top left-hand menu on the page. Online submission considerably
shortens overall publication time. When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through
the creation and uploading of the various files.
Please upload source files in word and not only pdf files. Any figure files should be uploaded separately,
and should have high density of at least 300-600 dpi at a size suitable for printing.
The revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence,
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including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.

Double-blinded Peer Review
SSR uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who
the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your
article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title
of the manuscript plus the names and complete contact details of all authors. This page will not be
accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any
information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document
properties should also be anonymised.

File Format
Authors should make use of Unicode friendly fonts, Both Windows and Mac users are requested to use
Unicode friendly fonts throughout and to save the source file of their manuscript with the
extension: .doc, .docx or .rtf. The use of the Brill fonts is recommended (see brill.com/about/brill-fonts).
The files should be submitted in both word format and as a PDF file.

Contact Address
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor, Sabine Schmidtke.
at: ssr@ias.edu. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM
Support Department at: em@brill.com.

Submission Requirements
All typescripts must be in their final form in all respects. The Editors will not submit any typescript to
referees which they do not consider to be satisfactory.

Length
Articles should not exceed 10,000 words.

Language
All articles should be submitted in British English, French or German and the text should be
grammatically sound. Articles in English must conform to the Oxford Style Guide (goo.gl/Jc56Gr) Authors
should refer to the Oxford Dictionary on questions of spelling in English. If necessary, please enlist the
help of a native English-/French-/German-speaking colleague prior to submission. The Editors will not
submit any typescript to referees which they do not consider to be satisfactory. Typescripts should
conform to the language conventions of spelling in the language used.
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Transliteration
For Arabic, use the transliteration charts provided for Arabica: Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies
[English stylesheet] (brill.com/sites/default/files/ftp/authors_instructions/ARAB.pdf). For Persian, use
the Encyclopaedia Iranica transliteration chart (goo.gl/jF0ZoF). Quotations of longer passages in
languages written in non-Latin script should be given in the original script in Unicode font
(unicode.org/resources/).

Manuscript Structure
General
Contributions should have as little formatting as possible. All formatting will be done by the typesetter.
Obvious structures in the article should be clearly outlined with use of headers.

Abstract & Keywords
Articles should include a short abstract in English of no more than 150 words that clearly defines the
thesis. Articles in French or German may include an additional abstract of the same length in the same
language as the article. Also include 3-10 key words in English to identify the article.

Headings
Complex hierarchies of numbered or lettered headings in articles should be avoided unless essential for
clarity.

Dates
BC, AD and AH follow the date. All Islamic dates should be given in the form 700/1300 (i.e. AH followed
by AD). None of these abbreviations has full stops.

Italics
Italics must be indicated by using an italic font. Ensure that all diacritics and accents remain clear. Use
italics for the titles of printed books and journals.

Quotations
Quotations longer than about three lines (30 words approx.) should be indented without quotation
marks and will be set ultimately in smaller type. In footnotes, prose quotations, of whatever length, are
run on within quotation marks. For quotations within text, use double quotation marks; single quotation
marks should be reserved for quotes within quotes. When a quotation forms part of a longer sentence,
include the full stop within the quotation only if it consists of a grammatically complete sentence.
Otherwise, the full stop or comma follows the closing quotation mark. Words and quotations in italic
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transliteration or non-roman script do not need quotation marks. Any material added to a quotation,
including [sic], should appear in square brackets. Sources of quotations should be given in footnotes.

Footnotes
All footnotes should be presented as double-spaced footnotes in the typescript. Footnote markers should
be placed after any punctuation which appears at the end of the sentence, phrase or clause to which the
footnote is attached.

Abbreviations
Do not use full stops in abbreviations which consist of sets of initials (GAL not G.A.L.). Other
abbreviations (but not contractions – see below) should be followed by full stops. Retain full stops for
initials in personal names: A.F.L. Beeston (without a space between the A. the F. and the L.).
Apart from the rule that no space separates abbreviations of personal names, there should be a space after
any abbreviation which is followed by a full stop: p. 63. General abbreviations should follow the Oxford
English Dictionary. Use the following: c. (circa), ch./chs, ed./eds, frg./frgs, MS, n.d. (no date of publication),
n.p. (no place of publication), n.s. (new series), o.s. (old series), v./vv., vol./vols. i.e. and e.g. should not be
followed by a comma.

Capitalisation
Only book and article titles in English should have the main words capitalized. Titles in other
languages must follow the normal practice for the particular language. Transliterated Arabic titles
should be capitalized as follows: Kitāb (or K.) al- Buḫalāʾ, Risāla ilā Walī l-ʿahd, Manāqib al-imām
Aḥmad b. Ḥanbal, al-ʿUmda fī maḥāsin al-šiʿr wa-ādābihi, Iḥyāʾ ʿulūm al-dīn, Risālat al-Tawābiʿ wa-lzawābiʿ, Šarḥ al-Mufaṣṣal, Murūǧ al--ḏahab.

Text Citation
Throughout the annotation, only abbreviated titles are given.
Use ibid. (in roman type) to refer to a single work cited in the note immediately preceding it. Do not use
op. cit. or loc. cit. If applicable, idem, eadem or eidem may be used.
A frequently mentioned work may be cited parenthetically within the text.
Authors should ensure that bibliographic information supplied in the bibliography at the end of a
contribution is complete and consistent.
A frequently mentioned work may be cited parenthetically within the text.

References
Books
Kohlberg, Etan, A Medieval Muslim Scholar at Work: Ibn Ṭāwūs and His Library, Leiden: Brill, 1992.
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Walfish, Barry Dov and Mikhail Kizilov, Bibliographia Karaitica: An Annotated Bibliography of Karaites
and Karaism, Leiden: Brill, 2011.

Edited Books
Muṭahhar b. Ṭāhir al-Maqdisī, Kitāb al-badʾ wa-l-tārīḫ, 6 vols, ed. Clément Huart, Paris: Leroux, 1889-1919.
Görke, Andreas and Konrad Hirschler (eds.), Manuscript notes as documentary sources, Beirut: Ergon
Verlag Würzburg in Kommission, 2011.
Madelung, Wilferd (ed.), Arabic texts concerning the history of the Zaydī Imāms of Ṭabaristān, Daylamān
and Gīlān, Beirut/Wiesbaden: Deutsches Orient-Institut/Franz Steiner, 1987.

Chapter in Edited Book
Swanson, Mark, “Solomon, Bishop of Mount Sinai (Late Tenth Century AD),” Studies on the Christian Arabic
heritage: in honour of Father Prof. Dr Samir Khalil Samir S.I. at the occasion of his sixty-fifth birthday, eds.
Rifaat Ebied and Herman Teule, Leuven: Peeters, 2004, pp. 91-111.

Journal Article
Print Journal
In a note, list the specific page numbers consulted, if any. In the bibliography, list the page range for the
whole article. Where possible, also insert the doi number.
Ben-Shammai, Haggai, “A note on some Karaite copies of Muʿtazilite writings,” Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and African Studies 37 (1974), pp. 295-304.

Online Material
Online material that is analogous to print material (such as articles published in online journals,
magazines, or newspapers) should be cited similarly to their print counterparts, but with the addition of
a URL (website address). For online or other electronic sources that do not have a direct print
counterpart (such as an institutional website or a weblog), give as much information as you can in
addition to the URL. Revision or access dates should be provided.

Manuscripts
All manuscripts should be identified with the following information: city, institution, collection,
shelfmark, e.g., MS Oxford, Bodl. Marsh, ff. 3a–76b.

Scriptural References
References to Jewish or Christian scriptures should include book (in roman and usually abbreviated),
chapter, and verse— never a page number. Do not abbreviate the book title in running text. It is essential
to identify which version of the Christian Bible is being cited.
4.1 Thess. 4:11, 5:2–5, 5:14 (New Revised Standard Version) The Qurʾān is cited as follows: Qurʾān 19:17–21.
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The Qurʾān is cited as follows: Qurʾān 19:17–21.

Figures
Digital versions should be scanned at least at 600 dpi and sent through as .tiff or jpeg file.
All images can be scanned in colour. Full colour publications in print will be charged to the author while
colour online is free of charge. All illustrations, maps, photos and line drawings should be numbered
clearly and should be referred to within the text.

Numbers
In general, spell out numbers one to one hundred, round numbers (hundreds, thousands, and millions),
and any number beginning a sentence.

Publication
Proofs
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for
factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged
to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At this
stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original
manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication. Proofs should be returned
promptly.

E-Offprints
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to each author. Brill is a RoMEO
green publisher. Authors are allowed to post their submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at
any time. This is the author's own version that had not yet been peer-reviewed, or had any value added
to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). Authors may post the accepted (peer-reviewed) version
of their article 12 months after publication. This is the version accepted for publication, which contains
all revisions made after peer review and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s layout. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website.

Consent to Publish
Transfer of Copyright
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the
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publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign
the Consent to Publish form, which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option.
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.
More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen.
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