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Scope 
 

We seek to publish scholarship that goes beyond the research report stage of conveying scientific 

findings and providing recommendations. We are interested particularly in papers that inspire or 

propose radical, alternative paradigmatic shifts in the standard assumptions and methodologies 

involved in knowledge production about Africa. UTAFITI (UTAF) is not bound by narrow confines of 

disciplines and its format does not follow the standard research report framework. The journal publishes 

in English, French and Kiswahili. UTAFITI accepts manuscripts all year long, immediately previews and 

assesses viability of the submission, advises authors immediately whether the manuscript is fit for blind 

review, and then begins the blind reviewing process, working towards inclusion in the first available 

issue. This process takes from three to twelve months on average.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance.  

 

Submission  
 

Until an online submission system is in place, please contact:  

UTAFITI – Journal of African Perspectives 

c/o College of Humanities Office of the College Administrator 

P.O. Box 35051 U-Hill, University of Dar es Salaam (Ubungo), Tanzania 

Editor e-mail: helenlauer@yahoo.com 

 

File Format 
Authors should make use of Apple Macintosh or PC format and Unicode-friendly fonts, esp. the 

Brill). Word and Mellel are preferred word processors. The files should be submitted in RTF format and 

as a PDF file. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

All typescripts must be in their final form in all respects. The Editors will not submit any typescript to 

referees which they do not consider to be satisfactory.  

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
mailto:helenlauer@yahoo.com
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Language 
Manuscripts may be submitted in English (American or UK), French and Kiswahili, and spelling should 

be consequent in the language used.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Abstract & Keywords 
Articles must have a short abstract (up to 150 words) and a maximum of 15 keywords on the first page. 

 

Headings 
Headings should be numbered, with the main words starting with a capital letter. 

1 First Level Headings Are Bold 

1.1 Second Level Headings Are Bold Italics 

1..1.1 Third Level Headings Are Roman 

 

Quotations 
For quotations within text, use double quotation marks; single quotation marks should be reserved for 

quotes within quotes.  

When a quotation forms part of a longer sentence, include the full stop within the quotation only if it 

consists of a grammatically complete sentence. Otherwise, the full stop or comma follows the closing 

quotation mark. 

Words and quotations in italic transliteration or non-roman script do not need quotation marks. 

Any material added to a quotation, including [sic], should appear in square brackets. 

Sources of quotations should be given in footnotes. 

In footnotes, prose quotations, of whatever length, are run on within quotation marks. 

 

Block Quotations 
Quotations longer than about three lines (30 words approx.) should be indented without quotation 

marks, and will be set ultimately in smaller type.  

 

Italics 
Italics must be indicated by using an italic font. Ensure that all diacritics and accents remain clear. 

Titles of series will be in roman and should not be italicized.  

Foreign words, except those that have become naturalized, are set in italic, as is material transliterated 

from foreign scripts, on which see below. 

Italics are used for abbreviations where the original full words were in italic. 
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Foreign words should be used in their English naturalized forms, without italics or diacritics, unless they 

form part of the text in the original language. 

 

Abbreviations 
Do not use full stops in abbreviations that consist of sets of initials (GAL not G.A.L.). Other abbreviations 

(but not contractions – see below) should be followed by full stops. 

Retain full stops for initials in personal names: A.F.L. Beeston (without a space between the A. the F. and 

the L.). 

Omit full stops in contractions (i.e., where the last letter of the word is retained), e.g. Dr, St, eds. 

Otherwise include a final full stop. 

Apart from the rule that no space separates abbreviations of personal names, there should be a space 

after any abbreviation that is followed by a full stop: p. 63. 

Use the following: c. (circa), ch./chs, ed./eds, frg./frgs, MS, n.d. (no date of publication), n.p. (no place of 

publication), n.s. (new series), o.s. (old series), v./vv., vol./vols. 

i.e. and e.g. should not be followed by a comma. 

 

Dates 
BC follows the date; BCE and CE. AD and AH also precede the date, though they come after in phrases 

such as “sixth century AD”. 

 

References 
Articles should give short citations in the text (Author 2021), with complete bibliographical references in 

a reference list at the end of the manuscript.  

 

Articles in Journals or Encyclopaedias 
Author, A. and Author, B. 2021. The title of the journal article. The Journal 1.2: 327-345. 
 

Books 
Author, A. 2021. The title of the book. City of Publication: Publisher. 

 

Chapters in Books 
Author, A.B. 2021. The title of the book chapter. In: The title of the book. Ed.  A. B. Editor. City: Publisher. 

 

Dissertations 
Author, A.B. 2021.  The title of the Dissertation.  Unpublished MA dissertation, University of  City. 
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Footnotes 

All footnotes should be single spaced. presented  

Footnote numbers in the text (numbered consecutively throughout) should be clear (not too small) and 

should not be accompanied by brackets or other marks. They should be in superscript numbers above 

the line of writing.63 

Footnote markers should be placed after any punctuation that appears at the end of the sentence, phrase 

or clause to which the footnote is attached. 

In the footnotes themselves, each note should begin with the footnote number (in superscript and not 

followed by any full stop or other punctuation). 

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly. Revised proofs of articles are read by 

the authors and Editors; revised proofs are sent to authors of reviews where necessary. 

 

E-Offprints  

A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/openaccess. 

 

https://www.brill.com/openaccess

