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Brill's Companions to the Christian Tradition 
A series of handbooks and reference works  

on the intellectual and religious life of Europe, 500-1800 
http://www.brill.com/bcct 

 

Frequently-Asked Questions 

 

Who is the series editor? 

The series editor is Professor Christopher M. Bellitto of Kean University (Union NJ, USA). He 

can be contacted via email: cbellitt@kean.edu  Please reach out to Prof. Bellitto if you have an 

idea for a volume. 

 

What is the readership? 

The series is geared toward non-specialist professionals and graduate (or otherwise advanced) 

students in theology, philosophy, intellectual history, medieval, renaissance and reformation 

history. 

 

What is the purpose of the volumes in the series? 

We want to provide a useful, comprehensive handbook that will help both novices as well as 

students and scholars moving out of their familiar fields into new areas. Volumes deal with 

persons, movements, schools, and genres in medieval and early modern Christian life, thought 

and practice, ca. 500-1800. Written by the foremost specialists in the respective fields, they aim 

to provide full balanced accounts at an advanced undergraduate and graduate level, as well as a 

synthesis of debate, past and current methodologies, and the state of scholarship.   

 

As the series’ creator, Julian Deahl, put it: “These books must explain what sources there are, 

what methodologies and approaches are appropriate in dealing with them, what issues arise and 

how they have been treated, and what room there is for disagreement. To use a renaissance 

metaphor, each handbook is a goodly Vergil to the reader's Dante, guiding the reader 

approaching the material for the first time and therefore focusing not on marginal or axe-grinding 

issues, but rather on providing an orientation, contextual information, and the leading or 

provocative questions that are emerging in the field.” 

 

How long are the volumes in manuscript? 

There will be 8-15 chapters of 30-50 double-spaced pages each. We hope to publish 3-4 volumes 

of 350-600 printed pages (140,000-240,000 words) each year. 

 

How long should the project take? 

We hope that, from idea to published volume, the project would not extend more than 4 years. 
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In what language will the articles be published? 

Volumes are in English. Contributions from continental scholars are translated. We have limited 

resource for funding translations of one or two chapters. 

 

Are the editors of individual volumes paid? 

The editors will receive a modest honorarium and free copies of the volume. 

 

Are the contributors paid? 

Each contributor will receive one free copy of the volume. In addition, each contributor may 

select up to 180 euros’ worth of books from Brill’s catalogue. Each contributor will receive an 

off-print of his/her chapter in pdf-format. 

 

How would the development, writing and editing, and production of the volume proceed? 

A prospective project editor should contact Professor Bellitto, who will develop with you: 

• an abstract (rationale/synopsis) 

• a list of chapters with confirmed contributors 

• abstracts of each chapter 

• a tentative word/page count 

• a list of potential peer reviewers 

• a time table 

 

At this point, the project is sent to Brill’s main office, where a decision to offer a contract is 

made. If a volume is contracted, the volume editor takes full responsibility to keep the 

contributors on track, to be sure they follow Brill’s style sheet (“Instructions for Authors”), and 

to deliver to Brill a complete manuscript in hardcopy and electronically.  

 

Peer reviewers will deliver reports to Brill, which will work with the project editor and Professor 

Bellitto on revisions, if need be. 

 

Once the manuscript is accepted, an in-house editor at Brill will handle all production issues. 

Brill will copyedit and design the book. The volume editor will route page proofs (sent to the 

volume editor directly from Brill as PDFs) through the contributors, providing back to Brill one 

complete, synthesized set of corrected proofs. 

 

 


