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Play in Childhood 
There is strong and consistent evidence that play influences children’s learning 
and development. Within the educational field, the value of play has been 
increasingly recognised by academics, educational practitioners, and policymakers 
worldwide. Play is strongly associated with children’s cognitive and social-
emotional development, preparing children for academic achievement and lifelong 
success. Through play, children observe, regulate, and restrain themselves, thereby 
mastering various skills and acquiring an awareness of limits. However, 
some parents and early years teachers may have doubts about the role of play in 
child development and learning, challenging that play-based learning in 
kindergartens may fail to prepare children for the transition from preschool to 
primary school. Questions arise such as how to meet the learning needs and 
goals of young children through high-quality play-based activities. 
Furthermore, compared to what we know about play in early childhood, scant 
research has examined play in middle childhood. Although play is predominant 
in early childhood, it persists into middle childhood. Therefore, it is important 
to understand the role of play in child outcomes within and beyond early 
childhood. 

The journal is calling for expressions of interest for a special issue on the 
theme ‘Play in Childhood’. We invite papers based on both empirical 
research and theoretical debates. We encourage high-quality articles that 
explore child play in early and/or middle childhood from global to local 
perspectives. Please send an abstract of 300 words to Dr. Heyi Zhang by 31 
May 2019 at the following email address: heyizhang@bnu.edu.cn The deadline for 
submitting the full paper is 1 September 2019. Please submit the full paper 
online at  https://www.editorialmanager.com/bire/

The Beijing International Review of Education is a new start-up journal published by 
Brill Academic Publishers (https://brill.com/) starting in 2019. The Beijing 
International Review aims to publish articles that are of interest not only 
to academics and policy makers but also teachers and members of the 
public. All articles in this journal will undergo rigorous peer review, based 
on initial editor screening and double-blind peer review. The journal 
publishes four issues per year.
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