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Integral Education and Integral Drama Based Pedagogy 

 

Integral Education is a characteristic of twenty-first century higher education that reflects 

the emergence of interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary, and cognitive studies. It has 

expanded the content of courses beyond the narrow confines of traditional academic 

disciplines, and it radically changes long-held perceptions of the nature and acquisition 

of knowledge. While there are several approaches to integral education, a model that 

was formulated in India is increasingly drawing attention in higher education in India, 

China, and the United States. This model was inspired by Aurobindo Ghosh in the early 

twentieth century, adapted for US higher education by Haridas Chaudhuri in the mid 

20th Century, introduced in China by Xu Fancheng in the late twentieth century, and 

currently being advanced internationally by Ken Wilber.  

 

Integral Drama Based Pedagogy (IDBP) is being developed by Prof. Liwen Ma at 

Beijing Normal University. IDBP integrates educational and therapeutic drama, and it is 

intended to enable students to transform themselves by drawing upon drama to 

discover their authentic selves. IDBP was inspired by the integral philosophy of Wang 

Yangming, and its current development has been influenced by Integral Education. The 

pedagogical strategies and teaching styles of IDBP are of significant benefit to Wang 

Yangming’s Mind Theory and Integral Education. 

 

The journal is calling for expressions of interest for a special issue on the theme of 

Integral Education and Integral Drama Based Pedagogy. We invite papers based on 

both empirical research and theoretical debates. We encourage high-quality articles that 

explore the interrelationship of theory and practice in the development of courses in 

educational and therapeutic drama that expand the traditional disciplines by integrating 

mind, body, and spirit.  Please send a proposal of 300 words to Professor Liwen Ma by  



June 5, 2020 at the following email address: liwenma@bnu.edu.cn. If your proposal is 

accepted, the deadline for submitting the full paper is Dec 5, 2020. 

 

The Beijing International Review of Education is a new start-up journal published by Brill 

Academic Publishers (https://brill.com/) starting in 2019. The Beijing International 

Review aims to publish articles that are of interest not only to academics and policy 

makers but also teachers and members of the public. All articles in this journal will 

undergo rigorous peer review, based on initial editor screening and double-blind peer 

review. The journal publishes four issues per year. 

 


