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Instructions for Authors
Scope
RSSSR is an interdisciplinary and international annual series which disseminates original reports of
research related to the sociology and/or psychology of religion. Manuscripts should be original
contributions (not reprints or material available on the internet) based upon appropriate quantitative or
qualitative methods of research applied to the study of religion. They should not be under consideration
for publication elsewhere and should comply with the professional ethical standards of psychology,
sociology, and other social science professions.
Ethical and Legal Conditions
Submission of an article for publication in any of Brills’ annuals implies the following:
1. All authors are in agreement about the content of the manuscript and its submission to the journal.
2. The contents of the manuscript have been tacitly or explicitly approved by the responsible authorities
where the research was carried out.
3. The manuscript has not been published previously, in part or in whole, in English or any other language,
except as an abstract, part of a published lecture, or academic thesis.
4. The manuscript has not and will not be submitted to any other journal while still under consideration
for this journal.
5. If accepted, the author agrees to transfer copyright to BRILL and the manuscript will not be published
elsewhere in any form, in English or any other language, without prior written consent of the publisher.
6. If the submission includes figures, tables, or large sections of text that have been published previously,
the author has obtained written permission from the original copyright owner(s) to reproduce these items
in the current manuscript in both the online and print publications of the journal. All copyrighted material
has been properly credited in the manuscript. For more information on the reuse of figures, please go to
brill.nl/downloads/Rights-in-Images.pdf.
Double-blinded Peer Review
The Journal annual uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do
not know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you
submit your article, you will be asked to submit a separate title page which includes the full title of the
manuscript, plus the names and complete contact details of all authors. This page will not be accessible to
the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information
concerning author names, institutions, etc. The name of these files should also be anonymized.
General
Questions about suitability can be directed to the editors. Manuscripts that are judged by the editors as
relevant to the coverage of RSSSR reviewed anonymously for quality and then either accepted (usually
along with constructive suggestions for revision) or rejected. Manuscripts relevant to our subject that are
not accepted for publication also receive the benefit of critiques and suggestions that can aid their
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improvement for submission elsewhere. Authors will be required to complete a copyright transfer form
giving Brill the rights to publish the work.
RSSSR is also interested in developing “special topic sections” for inclusion in future editions. Special topic
sections include a series of guest-edited papers (usually 5–7) on a specific theme. If you have a suggestion
for a special topic section or would be interested in editing such a section, please do not hesitate to contact
the series editors.
Prof Ralph Hood
ralph-hood@utc.edu
Dr Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor
ac0967@coventry.ac.uk
Submission Requirements
Manuscripts may be submitted at any time during the year, although those received before the end of July
have the best chance of inclusion in the volume of the following calendar year. Manuscripts are normally
5-7k words, including references and footnotes. Longer articles may be accepted, but justification for the
extended length would need to be included in a covering letter. They should be submitted electronically
in MS Word format to the editors.
Submit a title page containing the following information:
Title
Author(s) and affiliation(s)
Postal address
Date
Word count
Author note that may include:
Acknowledgements
Location of data used in the study that may be available
Person to contact with their email and telephone number
All sources should be identified in the text using the author-date system. References should be listed
alphabetically with multiple references from the same author(s) listed chronologically, starting with the
earliest. Formatting should conform to the following examples, using doi numbers where these are
available.
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Please conform to the following guidelines while completing and formatting your chapter.
1. Use Times New Roman font, size 12
2. Ensure text is double-spaced throughout
3. Typical article word length 5000 to 7000 words + references. Longer articles are possible with
editor’s approval
4. Headings
• Title
• Heading Level 1
• Heading Level 2
• Heading Level 3
5. Abstract
• Please provide an abstract
• Maximum word length for abstract is 300 words
• Provide 6 key words at bottom of abstract
• Italicize and indent abstract
6. Paragraphs
• Please indent new paragraphs
• No indent after a heading
• No line space between paragraphs
7. Insert page numbers on lower right hand corner
8. Only highly relevant illustrations that are referred directly to in the text may be included. Please
submit any illustration in .jpg or .tif format (NOT pasted into your manuscript itself) as high
quality illustrations with a minimum of:
-

Regular photos/images: .tif or .jpg
Line drawings: .ai or .eps

1330 x 2000 pixels at 300 dpi for full page
2640 x 4000 pixels at 600 dpi for full page

9. Table and figures must be clearly labeled. Indicate in article where a table or figure belongs by
adding [INSERT FIG 1.1 HERE] in the running text.
10. Please note that as the author, it is your responsibility to obtain all necessary permissions for the
publication of any images, and pay any related fees, before the production process can be
started.
11. On a separate page, provide major subject terms (up to twenty) to be included in an Index
12. Please see the sample chapter below
We look forward to receiving your work!
Ralph W Hood and Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor
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SAMPLE CHAPTER

Chapter Title: Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion

First Name Last Name
Abstract (300 words)
Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion (RSSSR) is an interdisciplinary,
international peer-viewed annual series, which publishes new and innovative research within
the social scientific study of religion or belief. Contributions span a range of theoretical
orientations, geographic contexts and research methods, though most articles are reports of
original quantitative or qualitative research related mainly to the sociology and/or
psychology of religion. RSSR usually includes a guest-edited special section that allows
networks of researchers to report studies in areas that are or current interest or which are
innovative and expanding the discipline into new areas.

Key words: Up to six key words

Heading 1 RSSSR Overview
Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion (RSSSR) is an interdisciplinary, international
peer-viewed annual series, which publishes new and innovative research within the social scientific
study of religion or belief. Contributions span a range of theoretical orientations, geographic contexts
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and research methods, though most articles are reports of original quantitative or qualitative research
related mainly to the sociology and/or psychology of religion.
RSSR usually includes a guest-edited special section that allows networks of researchers to
report studies in areas that are or current interest or which are innovative and expanding the discipline
into new areas. The series has published an average of one volume per year over the last 5 years. We
invite proposals for the next edition of the RSSR. We welcome proposals from academics at all levels
of their career, including early career researchers and final year PhD students.

Heading 2 How to Submit
Please submit a title and abstract of no more than 300 words together with names and short
biographies (150 words), institutional affiliation/s (if relevant), and contact details.
Manuscripts for both the main and special sections should be send to the editors, Ralph Hood (ralphhood@utc.edu) & Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor (ac0967@coventry.ac.uk).
For more information and submission guidelines please see the Call for Papers under
Downloads on this webpage, or contact the editors.
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