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Simone de Beauvoir Studies 

Guidelines for Abstracts and Keywords 

 

We encourage all authors to take great care in writing their abstracts and keywords for the 
following reasons: 

• Your abstract and keywords are the only part of your article that will be printed in 
SdBS in both English and French. This means that readers who are not bilingual will 
only have your abstract and keywords to understand your article’s content. 

• Your abstract and keywords are the only part of your article that will be freely 
available on-line without a subscription. 

• Your abstract and keywords are the primary way that your article is indexed in 
relevant databases and search engines. Writing an informative and well-crafted 
abstract and providing carefully-chosen keywords is crucial for publicizing your 
article and increasing its readership and citations in both print and electronic forms. 

 

Guidelines for Abstracts for Article-length Submissions 

1. Abstracts should be no more than 100 words in length. 
2. Abstracts should describe the content of the article, including its main conclusions. 
3. Abstracts are best thought of as a tool to help readers decide whether to read the full 

article. 
4. Summarize the content of the work in the first sentence of the abstract. 
5. Authors should be referred to in the third-person in the abstract (e.g. “The author 

argues...” or “Smith’s contribution to the debate…”). 
6. Do not repeat the exact same wording from the body of the article in the abstract text. 

Instead, create the abstract anew as a summary of the article. The text of your article will 
immediately follow your abstract in the printed publication, so repetitions are tiresome 
for readers. 

7. Include as many of the article’s keywords as possible in the text of the abstract to 
increase the digital searchability of your article. 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Abstracts for Book Reviews, Editor’s Introductions, and Similar Pieces* 

*The abstracts of shorter features such as book reviews and Editor’s Introductions will not be 
published in the printed version of SdBS, but will be used for indexing and search engines.* 

1. Book Review and Editorial Abstracts should be no more than 50 words in length. 
2. Authors should be referred to in the third-person in the abstract (e.g. “The reviewer 

argues...” or “Smith’s contribution to the debate…”). 
3. Include as many of the article’s keywords as possible in the text of the abstract to 

increase the digitial searchability of your work. 
4. Abstracts of book reviews and Editor’s Introductions should take the following format: 

 
This is a book review of Simone de Beauvoir and the Politics of Ambiguity by Sonia 
Kruks (Oxford University Press, 2012; ISBN 978-0-19538144-3). Themes discussed 
include the natures of oppression and privilege, humanism and posthumanism, freedom, 
political theory, embodiment, and feminism. 

 

Guidelines for Keywords 

1. Articles, reviews, and Editor’s introductions should have 5-10 keywords. They should not 
have less than 5 keywords and they should not have more than 10. 

2. Keywords are best thought of as “search terms” that will help the reader locate the article 
in an index or database. 

3. Use any authors, book titles, and concepts discussed extensively in the text as keywords. 
4. When using persons as keywords, include the first name (e.g. Simone de Beauvoir or 

Jean-Paul Sartre). 
5. Use specific rather than general terms as keywords as much as possible (e.g. “Radical 

feminism” rather than “feminism”; “social contract theory” rather than “political theory”; 
“twentieth-century literature” rather than “modern literature”). 

6. Most keywords should be one word. If the keyword is a technical phrase, do not exceed 
three words (e.g. “the second sex,” “the Other,” “divided subjectivity”). 

7. Keywords should be words that are used and used frequently in the text of the article. 


