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International law at Brill | Nijhoff

Recent developments world-wide, such as the discussions on 
climate change, coastal boundaries disputes, trade disputes, 
human rights, terrorism, war, as well as globalization of legal 
practice and interstate disputes require an understanding 
of the history and development of international law and 
international relations.

The Brill | Nijhoff portfolio focuses on all subject areas within 
the field of Public International Law (such as human rights 
law, international humanitarian law/law of war, law of the sea, 
international criminal law, international organizations, trade 
law, dispute settlement, treaties, environmental law etc.) and 
on International Relations. Brill-Nijhoff also publishes the 
renowned publications of the Hague Academy of International 
Law.

Annually, Brill | Nijhoff produces over 40 journals, 30 
annuals and some 130 new book titles, as well as online 
reference works. Its backlist comprises over 3,000 titles. 
These publications have a long shelf life, as international law 
develops at a gradual pace. At the same time, Brill | Nijhoff has 
always responded to world events, and published quickly and 
effectively on topics that are current and developing such as 
terrorism, civil liberties, migrants, peacekeeping, prosecution 
of war criminals, the environment, sustainability and many 
others. Brill | Nijhoff publications are prized by scholars and 
librarians, and have received highly regarded international 
awards. 
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Unique features of Brill | Nijhoff ’s Law Publishing 
Program 
 
• Broad and deep coverage of various fields 
• Long shelf-life  
• Responsive to global events 
• Collaboration with leading institutions 
• Independent publisher, rigorous peer-review 
• Strong reputation especially within library community 
•  Proximity to various courts and tribunals as well as 

leading universities 

Read more about the relevance of International Law from the 
perspective of our authors and editors by downloading our 
new #HumanitiesMatter Brochure from brill.com.

Contact
Full contact details for all our Sales Managers, with the 
territories they represent, as well as Brill’s Sales Agents and 
Representatives can be found on brill.com (> Trade > Sales 
Managers and Sales Contacts). Alternatively, contact us at 
sales@brill.com.
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Key Reference Works

Collected Courses of The Hague 
Academy of International Law

From the prestigious international institution 
for the study and teaching of public and 
private international law and related subjects.

brill.com/radi

The Hague Academy Collected Courses 
Online

Provides online access to over 90 years of the 
history of international law to students and 
researchers around the world.

brill.com/haco

International Encyclopedia of 
Comparative Law

Editors: K. Zweigert and K. Drobnig

The most extensive and thorough 
examination of comparative law on the 
international level ever published.

brill.com/iecl

International Encyclopedia of 
Comparative Law Online

Editors: K. Zweigert† and Ulrich Drobnig

Available online for the first time, the 
International Encyclopedia of Comparative 
Law Online offers full-text searching across all 
archival content

brill.com/ieco
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Foreign Law Guide

General Editor: Marci Hoffman

An essential database offering relevant 
information on sources of foreign law, 
including complete bibliographic citations 
to legislation, and selected references to 
secondary sources.

brill.com/flg

British Contributions to International 
Law 1915-2015

Editors: Jill Barrett and Jean-Pierre Gauci

The original documentary sources of key 
British contributions to international law 
spanning the past 100 years, from the British 
Institute of International and Comparative 
Law.

brill.com/view/title/39395

Rosenne’s Law and Practice of the 
International Court: 1920-2015
Fifth Edition

Malcolm N. Shaw QC

Rosenne’s Law and Practice of the 
International Court: 1920-2015 Online

brill.com/view/title/20854 brill.com/rose

An essential component of all international law libraries and an indispensable work for those 
practicing in the field. Available as 4-Volume print set or online.
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Law of the Sea

These coastal areas are also 
being impacted by the rise in sea 

levels brought about by climate 
change.

Why are we interested in the Law of the Sea? The ocean 
covers 70% of the planet – it would more accurately be named 
‘Ocean’ than ‘Earth’ – a fact brought home when we first 
saw photographs of our planet from outer space. The legal 
regime that covers these vast areas is of obvious importance 
and, unsurprisingly, it is not without controversies that 
require considerable study. Coastal States squabble about 
the delimitation of the areas close to their shores. These 
areas are important for exploitation of resources – oil and 
gas for example but also increasingly wind and other ocean 
renewable energy resources such as tidal energy. These coastal 
areas are also being impacted by the rise in sea levels brought 
about by climate change.
As humankind’s voracious appetite for fish continues to grow, 
fishing vessels are being sent to further and more inhospitable 
parts of the oceans – competing with more expensive and 
sophisticated gear for the declining available stocks. All these 
resource demands require an increasingly sophisticated 
regulatory framework and are subject to more and more 
disputes.

David Freestone
Executive Secretary,
Sargasso Sea Commission
and Visiting Scholar and
Professorial Lecturer,
George Washington
University Law School
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More recently, the discovery of new resources on the deep 
ocean floor – mineral resources including precious metals 
associated with hydrothermal vents – but also genetic 
resources based on sulphur rather than oxygen, extremophile 
life forms that live in association with high temperature deep 
ocean volcanic vents, from which perhaps life first evolved. 
The United Nations is currently re-thinking the global 
legal regime of the high seas with a view to ensuring that 
the magnificent diversity of life forms the ocean hosts are 
conserved and exploited in a sustainable fashion. The issues 
at stake include ownership of, and access to, marine genetic 
resources harvested from these open ocean areas, the need to
establish marine protected areas in ocean ecosystems beyond 
the control of coastal states and the requirement to assess 
more accurately the impacts on the areas of commons we now 
appreciate are increasingly vulnerable to human activities.
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Reference Works

Book series Book series

Journal

International Maritime Boundaries 
Online

Editor: Coalter G. Lathrop

The ultimate guide to international maritime 
boundaries provides update-to-date, 
regionally-organized content.

brill.com/mboo

The International Journal of Marine 
and Coastal Law

Editor-in-Chief: David Freestone

Addresses all aspects of marine and coastal 
law.

brill.com/estu

Publications on Ocean Development

Editors: Robin R. Churchill and 
Dr Alex Oude Elferink

Provides expert insights into the most 
fundamental and most topical aspects of the 
law of the sea

Center for Oceans Law and Policy

Editors: Myron H. Nordquist and 
John Norton Moore

Examines the most important aspects of 
oceans law and policy and is published under 
the auspices of the Center for Oceans Law and 
Policy at the University of Virginia.

brill.com/pood brill.com/colp
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The strategic importance of 
straits has shaped history and 

legal questions of rights and 
obligations of States in straits 

used for international navigation 
have taken their place in the 

great discourse that has shaped 
modern international law.

Straits used for international navigation have provided critical
connections between seas and the world ocean since the 
earliest days of sea-faring. The strategic importance of 
straits has shaped history and legal questions of rights and 
obligations of States in straits used for international navigation 
have taken their place in the great discourse that has shaped 
modern international law. The first case brought before the 
International Court of Justice was the landmark 1949 Corfu  
Channel (a strait providing passage from the Adriatic to the 
Ionian Sea) case. The competing demands of States bordering 
straits and those of user States played a central role in the 
historic negotiation leading to the adoption of the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, widely considered 
the ‘Constitution of the Oceans’.
Lewis M. Alexander, in his seminal work on straits 
Navigational Restrictions Within the New LOS Context identified 
90 major straits. The importance of straits and the legal issues 
concerning safety of navigation, protection of the marine 
environment and security have not diminished over the years

Nilufer Oral
Member UN International
Law Commission and Law
Faculty, Istanbul Bilgi
University
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but remain as relevant now as ever and are examined within 
the book series International Straits of the World. There remain 
many straits to be studied, and those that have been
previously studied under the Series are worthy of revisiting 
given the changes that have taken place in the world. 
These include security issues since the post-9/11 security 
environment and the resurgence of piracy incidents have 
elevated the defence demands of maritime powers and coastal 
States. Technological changes, such as autonomous shipping 
raise new issues. Environmental concerns have created an 
added dimension of complexity to these narrow shipping 
lanes where coastal States increasingly demand additional 
regulatory measures such as mandatory pilotage and 
designation of particularly sensitive sea areas. Climate change, 
the melting of glaciers and sea-ice may open frozen areas of 
the Arctic for year-round navigation reviving legal questions 
concerning the status of the Northwest Passage.
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Book Series Journal

Brill Research Perspectives in 
International Water Law

Editor-in-Chief: Salman M.A. Salman

Brill Research Perspectives in International 
Water Law is a hybrid journal and reference 
publication for research output on shared 
freshwater resources. Population growth, 
economic activities, environmental degradation, 
and climate change have exacerbated 
competition and ignited disputes over water 
resources (both surface water and groundwater) 
shared by two or more states. 

brill.com/rpwl

International Straits of the World

Series Editor: Nilufer Oral

The international straits of the world have 
generated intense demands and claims since the 
advent of seafaring and the early development 
of the Law of the Sea. Demands of access and 
control over these intense spaces continues to 
implicate the power and wealth of nations and 
all oceans users. Books in the series present (1) 
studies of individual geographic straits, and (2) 
studies of straits grouped by shared functions 
and problems.

brill.com/insw
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Environmental Law

As we move ever closer to the 
point of no return for managing 

climate change... the current lack 
or inadequacy of international

agreements on shared water 
resources will incite further 

conflict.

Water is critical to life on Earth. It is a scarce resource, without 
an alternative, and on which there is total dependence for 
survival. We rely on it for drinking, agriculture, sanitation, 
and more. Water covers nearly three-quarters of the surface 
of the planet; however, over 99 percent of all of Earth’s 
water is unusable by humans due to inaccessibility or saline 
concentration. Around 1.2 billion people across the globe 
live in water-scarce areas where the need outweighs the 
availability of fresh water. Population growth, extensive 
economic activities worldwide, environmental degradation, 
and climate change have intensified the effect of water scarcity 
worldwide, and it is predicted that by 2025, two-thirds of the 
world’s population will live in regions with water shortages. 
Consequently, major disputes have erupted over the sharing, 
management, and protection of shared freshwater resources 
– particularly transboundary waters that are contained within 
the physical boundaries of two or more states.
The entry into force of the United Nations Watercourses 
Convention in 2014 has refocused the attention of the world 
community on our shared water resources and underscored 

Salman M.A Salman
International Water
Resources Association
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the pressing need for their equitable and sustainable sharing, 
joint management, and protection. It was in this period 
of rising expectations and hopes for more cooperative  
approaches to shared watercourses that Brill Research 
Perspectives in International Water Law was launched. The 
journal explores legal aspects related to shared watercourses, 
and addresses international, regional, and bilateral agreements 
and arrangements, as well as thematic matters related to 
international water law. As we move ever closer to the point 
of no return for managing climate change – which recent 
studies have projected as early as 2030 – the current lack or 
inadequacy of international agreements on shared water 
resources will incite further conflict, thereby compounding 
the damaging effects of climate change on human health and 
economic stability, as well as environmental protection and
sustainable development. Brill Research Perspectives in 
International Water Law aims to foster cooperation in water 
resource sharing and management by highlighting key issues, 
developments, and challenges to international water law for 
students, researchers, policy makers, and concerned members 
of the public.
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Journal Primary Source Collection

Climate Law

Editor: Alexander Zahar

Focuses on the many legal issues that arise 
internationally and at the state level as 
climate law continues to evolve.

brill.com/clla

Climate Change and Law Collection

Human Rights Internet

Contains original source, non-edited and non-
redacted “grey literature” (non-peer reviewed) 
in English, centered on climate change and 
the law.

brill.com/cclc

Book series

Legal Aspects of Sustainable Development

Series Editor: David Freestone

This series publishes work on all aspects of the international legal dimensions 
of the concept of sustainable development.

brill.com/lasd
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Terrorism and Transnational Crime

A deeper historical and 
sociological understanding... is a 
fundamental prerequisite for the 

development of more adequate 
strategies in the future.

It is almost self-evident that our world has become quite 
a dangerous place. Apart from the violent political and/or 
religious conflicts in several (sub)continents, terrorism as 
well as organized crime constitute a serious security threat 
in many metropolitan areas all over the globe. Against this 
background, the importance of research not only on the 
causes, the manifestations and the impact of these problems, 
but also the nature, the results and the consequences of the 
policies that  have been put in place to contain them only 
increases. A deeper historical and sociological understanding 
of the way in which national governments and international 
institutions have tried to deal with these challenging questions 
is a fundamental prerequisite for the development of more 
adequate strategies in the future. It is for this reason that 
I have, in the last 40 years, devoted such a large part of my 
research to issues that relate to the containment of organized 
crime and terrorism in the Netherlands, Europe and the West 
in general.

Cyrille Fijnaut
Professor Emeritus,
Tilburg Law School
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Journal Brill Research Perspectives

Brill Research Perspectives in 
Transnational Crime

Editor-in-Chief : Valsamis Mitsilegas

Brill Research Perspectives in Transnational 
Crime is the first major research series 
focusing exclusively on the growing academic 
and policy area of transnational crime.

brill.com/RPTC

European Journal of Crime, Criminal 
Law and Criminal Justice

Editor-in-Chief: Jannemieke Ouwerkerk

Criminal policy is increasingly prominent 
on the political agenda of the key European 
players. The journal provides a forum for 
public debate on these European issues.

brill.com/eccl
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Migration

Journal Journal

Book series

European Journal of Migration and Law

Editors:  Elspeth Guild, Paul Minderhoud, 
and Sandra Mantu

The European Journal of Migration and Law 
is a quarterly journal on migration law and 
policy.

brill.com/emil

The Journal of Interrupted Studies

Editors: Paul Ostwald, Oxford University and 
Marcos Barclay, Oxford University

Publishes complete and incomplete articles 
by scholars whose work has been jeopardized 
by forced migration.

Immigration and Asylum Law and 
Policy in Europe

Editors: Elspeth Guild and 
Valsamis Mitsilegas 

The series is a venue for books on European 
immigration and asylum law and policies.

International Refugee Law Series

Editor-in-Chief:  Dr. David James Cantor

Outstanding new studies of the diverse 
intersecting legal regimes for the protection of 
refugees and displaced persons.

brill.com/tjis

brill.com/ialpbrill.com/irls

Book series



18

Children’s Rights

Journal Book series

A Commentary on the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child

Editors: Alen, Vande Lanotte, Eugeen 
Verhellen, Berghmans, Mieke Verheyde and 
Ang 

This Commentary is legal in nature and 
provides an article by article analysis of all 
substantive, organizational and procedural 
provisions of the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child and its two optional 
Protocols. 

Stockholm Studies in Child Law and Children’s Rights

Editor: Pernilla Leviner 

This series of studies on child law and children’s rights seeks to provide timely 
and high-quality analyses of all issues relating to the interface of children and 
adolescents with their surrounding societies

brill.com/cunc

Book series

brill.com/sscl

The International Journal of Children’s 
Rights

Editor in Chief: Laura Lundy

Articles reflect the perspectives of a broad 
range of disciplines and contribute to a 
greater understanding of children’s rights and 
their impact on the concept and development 
of childhood.

brill.com/chil
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Global Governance

Journal

Journal

Journal

Yearbook

Global Governance: A Review of 
Multilateralism and International 
Organizations

Editors: Kendall Stiles and Alynna J. Lyon

Showcases the expertise of leading scholars 
and practitioners concerned with the 
processes of international cooperation and 
multilateralism.

brill.com/gg

The Law & Practice of International 
Courts and Tribunals

Editors-in-Chief: Pierre Bodeau-Livinec and 
Freya Baetens

The Law and Practice of International Courts 
and Tribunals is firmly established as the 
leading journal in its field.

brill.com/lape

The Chinese Journal of Global 
Governance

Editor-in-Chief: Qingjiang Kong

Dedicated to the studies of the legal 
development in the globalization era, and 
particularly to the global governance and its 
interaction with the international rule of law. 

Open Access
brill.com/cjgg

Max Planck Yearbook of United Nations 
Law

Editors: Frauke Lachenmann and 
Rüdiger Wolfrum

Addresses both scholars and practitioners, 
giving them insights into the evolution, 
workings, and challenges of the UN. 

brill.com/mpun
brill.com/mpyo
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World Trade & Investment

Online Reference Work

Book series

Journal

Yearbook

Handbook of WTO/GATT Dispute 
Settlement Online

Stewart and Stewart

Offers instant access to a vast legal research 
database to international trade law 
practitioners.

brill.com/wtoo

The Journal of World Investment & 
Trade

Editors: Stephan Schill and Helene Ruiz Fabri

Focuses on the legal aspects of foreign 
investment relations in a broad sense.

brill.com/jwit

Nijhoff International Investment Law 
Series

Editors: Eric De Brabandere, Tarcisio Gazzini, 
Stephan Schill and Attila Tanzi

Presents important, high-quality and 
original research in the field of international 
investment law.

brill.com/iils

European Investment Law and 
Arbitration Review

Editors: Loukas Mistelis and Nikos Lavranos

The first law periodical specifically dedicated 
to the field of ‘European Investment Law and 
Arbitration’.

brill.com/eila
brill.com/eilo
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Islamic Law

This past decade has seen tumultuous political change 
reverberate throughout the Arab world, with profound 
consequences for every state in the region, including those 
whose political systems remain largely intact. These political 
upheavals have brought about renewed demands for social 
change as well, from women’s movements, religious 
minorities, and others, seeking a reordering of sorts within 
Arab societies. The power of Islam as both a political and 
social force has reasserted itself within the Arab legal order, 
yet in a manner that does not so much restore the historic 
legal primacy of a transnational juristically defined shari’a 
so much as it domesticates the idea of shari’a into disparate 
national legal systems. Finally, of course, in connection with 
the foregoing, the opportunities for political, social, and legal 
cross-fertilization of ideas have grown exponentially in recent 
times through the facilitation of technology, from satellite 
television to social media platforms.
All of these have led to important legal consequences and 
developments, including the rise of Islamic constitutionalism, 
the explosion of a transnational practice of Islamic 
finance centred largely in the states that comprise the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, and renewed (if often rebuffed) calls for 
family and criminal law reform aimed squarely at upending 
traditional tribal and patriarchal hierarchies. There is no 
scholarly publication better placed than Brill’s journal Arab 
Law Quarterly to provide a forum for the dissemination of 
knowledge related to these and other developments in the 
Arab world.

Haider Ala Hamoudi
Vice Dean and Professor
of Law, The University of
Pittsburgh School of Law
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This past decade has seen 
tumultuous political change 
reverberate throughout the 
Arab world, with profound 

consequences for every state in 
the region, including those

whose political systems remain 
largely intact.
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Journal Journal

Islamic Law and Society

Editor-in-Chief: David S. Powers

Islamic Law and Society provides a forum for 
research in the field of classical and modern 
Islamic law, in Muslim and non-Muslim 
countries. 

Yearbook of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law 

Editor: Martin Lau 

Practitioners and academics dealing with the Middle East can 
turn to the Yearbook of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law for an 
instant source of information on the developments over an 
entire year in the region. 

brill.com/ils

Yearbook

Arab Law Quarterly

Editor in Chief: Haider Ala Hamoudi

The leading English language scholarly 
publication on matters relating to the law of 
Arab states.

brill.com/alq

brill.com/yime
brill.com/yimo
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