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Founded in Havana in 1959, only a few months after the Revolution, Casa de las 
Américas quickly developed into one of the most prestigious cultural centers 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. To a large extent its success and survival 
are the result of its capacity to establish a remarkable intellectual network 
around a common vision. When during the early years of the Revolution many 
foreign embassies closed their doors, Casa de las Américas offered a space 
for progressive minds to exchange information and discuss new ideas. Here, 
writers and artists from Latin America, the Caribbean and other parts of the 
world met and gave lectures, organized concerts and exhibitions, staged theater 
shows, conducted research, and found a place to publish their writings. The 
record of their activities, which continue to this day, are preserved in Casa de las 
Américas’ archive, presented here in digital format for the first time.

Famous writers from the twentieth century form the core of the collection. 
Here one encounters such luminaries as Jorge Amado, Mario Benedetti, Roberto 
Bolaño, María Luisa Bombal, Jorge Luis Borges, Alejo Carpentier, Aimé Césaire, 
Julio Cortázar, Roque Dalton and Gabriel García Márquez, to name but a few. 
Some of the leading writers from the nineteenth century are also represented, 
including José Martí and the pioneer Brazilian novelist Machado de Assis. These 
world-renowned figures are accompanied by hundreds of their arguably less 
illustrious peers, who are nevertheless equally essential to illustrate the cultural 
climate and history of the era.

The Writers section of the Vertical Archive bears testimony to a vibrant culture, 
seen through the eyes of its protagonists. This online edition offers the user 
unprecedented access to the primary sources documenting a pivotal time in 
Cuban cultural history.

See also the related Part 1: Cuban Culture and Cultural Relations, 1959-: The 
Vertical Archive of the Casa de las Américas, Part 1: “Casa y Cultura”. More 
information can be found at brill.com/cuba
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