
Project Adviser: Dario Fazzi, Roosevelt Institute for American
Studies

Dutch-Catholic Immigration to the
Americas Online
The Henk van Stekelenburg Collection, 1820-1960

Henk van Stekelenburg (1929-1999) was a prominent Dutch
historian who worked mostly on Catholic emigration from the
Dutch region of North Brabant to North America. This collection
includes his manuscripts and detailed descriptions of the most
relevant archival materials that he consulted. It also o�fers personal
correspondence, research notes, interviews, bibliographical
references, genealogical information, immigration records, and
illustrations about Dutch-Catholic immigration to the US and
Canada from 1820 to 1960.  

The uniqueness of this collection stems from van Stekelenburg’s
focus on the individual motivations that induced Dutch people to
migrate, his attention to the social composition of Dutch
emigrants, to the political reaction of their governments, and to the
many organizations that helped them settle in the New World. This
collection, indeed, brings in the voices and perspectives of non-
state agents and provides further examples of the non-linear
processes of assimilation that Dutch migrants had to go through in
North America.  

Finally, the documents of this collection reveal the emphasis on
cultural propaganda, conceived as an e�fective means to spread a
certain range of ideas among a large and well-de��ned target
audience, that characterized the phenomenon of Dutch-Catholic
emigration. In doing so, this collection opens the ��eld to further
inter- and multi-disciplinary studies on the ways in which Dutch
popular media, including radio, the press, and cinema, introduced
and framed the numerous possibilities of overseas migration.  

This collection comprises 13,081 scans and is part of Transatlantic
Relations Online: Digital Archives of the Roosevelt Institute for
American Studies, which is the result of ongoing cooperation
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Image caption: Author Unknown; Mrs. van Engelen, a Dutch woman
packing her stu�f before leaving for Holambra, Brazil, 1950 (National
Archive, The Hague) - Public Domain
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