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At its peak in 1967, the U.S. nuclear arsenal consisted of 31,255 nuclear weapons 
with an aggregate destructive power of 12,786 megatons – more than sufficient 
to wipe out all of humanity several hundred times over. Much less known is 
that hidden away in earth-covered bunkers spread throughout the U.S., Europe 
and Japan, over 40,000 tons of American chemical weapons were stored, as 
well as thousands of specially designed bombs that could be filled with even 
deadlier biological warfare agents. The American WMD programs remain 
cloaked in secrecy, yet a substantial number of revealing documents have been 
quietly declassified since the late 1970s. Put together, they tell the story of how 
America secretly built up the world’s largest stockpile of nuclear, chemical, 
and biological weapons. The documents explain the role these weapons 
played in a series of world crises, how they shaped U.S. and NATO defense and 
foreign policy during the Cold War, and what incidents and nearly averted 
disasters happened. Moreover, they shed a light on the dreadful human and 
ecological legacy left by decades of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons 
manufacturing and testing in the U.S. and overseas. 

This collection contains more than 2,600 formerly classified U.S. government 
documents, most of them classified Top Secret or higher. Covering the period 
from the end of World War II to the present day, it provides unique access 
to previously unpublished reports, memoranda, cables, intelligence briefs, 
classified articles, PowerPoint presentations, military manuals and directives, 
and other declassified documents. Following years of archival research and 
careful selection, they were brought together from the U.S. National Archives, 
ten U.S. presidential libraries, the NATO Archives in Brussels, the National 
Archives of the UK, the National Archives of Canada, and the National Archives 
of the Netherlands. In addition, a sizeable number of documents in this 
collection were obtained from the U.S. government and the Pentagon using the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and Mandatory Declassification Review 
(MDR) requests. 

This collection comes with several auxiliary aids, including a chronology and 
a historiographical essay with links to the documents themselves, providing 
context and allowing for easy navigation for both students and scholars.

More information about highlights and the sourcing archives can be found on 
brill.com/wmd.

See also the companion collections Cold War Intelligence (brill.com/cwio), U.S. 
Intelligence on the Middle East, 1945-2009 (brill.com/umeo), U.S. Intelligence on 
Europe, 1945-1995 (brill.com/useo) and U.S. Intelligence on Asia, 1945-1991 
(brill.com/usao).
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