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Scope 
 

The Journal of Material Cultures in the Muslim World (MCMW) aims to be a new reference for field 

archaeologists, (art) historians, anthropologists, curators, and scholars and students of the archaeology, 

architecture, anthropology and ethnography of the Muslim world. This readership represents a new 

broader definition of material culture that includes not only artefacts, architectural structures and 

monuments, but also crafts. The journal aims to inform (other) disciplines and historiographies, for 

example by also including archaeological field surveys. The journal also focuses on un(der)explored 

Muslim regions outside of the Middle East and North Africa: sub-Saharan Africa, the Indian Ocean, 

Central Asia, India, Southeast Asia and Europe. 

 

Open Access 
 

The Journal of Material Cultures in the Muslim World is a fully Open Access journal, which means that all 

content is freely accessible online. All articles are published under a non-exclusive Open Access license. 

With the support of  The Aga Khan University and the Aga Khan Museum, all Open Access publication 

charges will be waived. The author(s) keep full copyright and give(s) Brill permission to publish by 

signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish. The Brill Open Consent to Publish will be sent to you by 

the responsible desk-editor. For more information on Brill Open go to: brill.com/brillopen or contact 

brillopen@brill.com. The journal is also available as a print subscription. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Submission 

 
Contributions should be submitted to the Editor-in-Chief via the following e-mail address: 

Stephane.Pradines@aku.edu. We accept contributions in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) or Word for Mac, 

using Unicode fonts. Please do also submit an identical PDF copy of the Word document.  
 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
The Journal of Material Cultures in the Muslim World uses a double-blind peer review system, which 

means that manuscript author(s) do not know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the 

mailto:brill.com/brillopen
mailto:brillopen@brill.com
https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
mailto:Stephane.Pradines@aku.edu
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name(s) of the author(s). Please ensure that the manuscript, figures, tables, etc. do not contain any 

author names, affiliations, etc. The name of the manuscript and the document properties should also be 

anonymized.  

 

Submission Requirements 

 

Types of Contributions 
Articles 
At least 10,000 words, including footnotes, a bibliography and the abstract (100 words max.). 

Papers should inform or improve our understanding of existing empirical or theoretical knowledge in the 

fields of Material Cultures in the Muslim World. 

When composing their texts, authors are requested to take into account the following major criteria for 

acceptance:  

1. Theory: Papers should inform or improve our understanding of existing empirical or theoretical 

knowledge in the fields of Material Cultures in the Muslim World. Concepts should be clearly 

explained. There should be no major flaws in the argument and the paper should be free from 

any factual errors.  

2. Literature Review: The paper should cite appropriate literature and provide proper credit to 

existing work on the topic. It should show awareness of and interaction with recent scholarship. 

It should neither be over-referenced, nor under-referenced.  

3. Contribution/Novelty: The paper should make a new and meaningful contribution to the field of 

Material Cultures in the Muslim World, e.g. by presenting new research, arguing a new thesis, 

demonstrating a new approach, or presenting a valuable synthesis of other research.  

4. Plagiarism: The work should in no way duplicate the work of others.  

5. Audience/Scope: The work should be intended for scholars and researchers and fall within the 

scope of the journal, both in its theoretical and/or applied and empirical dimensions.  

6. Structure/Coherence: The work should cohere internally, without addition of any superfluous, 

nonconstituent elements or omission of any necessary, constituent parts. 

 
Archaeological Field Reports 
At least 2000 words, including footnotes, a bibliography and the abstract (100 words max.). 

Please provide concise English summaries of at least 500 words with archeological field reports in Arabic, 

Persian and Turkish. 

 

Book Reviews 
At least 10,000 words, including footnotes, a bibliography and the abstract (100 words max.).The Journal 

of Material Cultures in the Muslim World does not have a traditional book reviews section, but is open to 

extended reviews by individual authors at their own initiative of major new (interdisciplinary) 
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contributions to the fields of material cultures and anthropology, and to contributions about secondary 

sources, reference works and primary sources (also from other disciplines) that are important to the 

study of material cultures in the Muslim world. Please provide a critical commentary on the relevance of 

the work under review to (one or more of) the fields covered by the journal. Please consider covering the 

following three basic elements: 

1. Summary: In this section, the reviewer provides a concise overview and background of the work. 

The text’s key points and main ideas will be highlighted. It is also advised to use quotes that 

illustrate the author’s major points of view.  

2. Critical Evaluation: The reviewer selects specific points related to the work for further discussion 

and evaluation, giving, wherever this is possible, priority to issues of methodology. One can also 

think of addressing questions like, how does this work compare with other publications by the 

same author or other books in the same genre? What makes this work good, different, or ground-

breaking? What are the main strengths and weaknesses of the work? What worked well for you 

and what was difficult to understand?  

3. Relevance for the fields of material cultures in the Muslim world: This relevance can be highlighted 

by addressing the following questions: 

− Which key questions did this work raise for you as a specialist in one of the fields of material 

cultures in the Muslim world?  

− Where does the work’s major contribution to material cultures in the Muslim world lie?  

− Do you have any ideas or concrete proposals about how to address such questions? 

 

Language 
The journal accepts submissions in English (either British or American), French, German and Spanish 

and archeological field reports in Arabic, Persian and Turkish with an English summary (either British or 

American). The spelling should be consistent throughout (except, of course, in quotes and references 

where the original spelling needs to be retained). All articles, abstracts and summaries should be 

grammatically sound in the language in which they are submitted. The mandatory short journal abstracts 

required for all contributions (max. 100 words) should be provided in English (either British or American). 

If necessary, please enlist the help of a native speaking colleague prior to submission.  

 

Spelling 
Many ordinary terms, proper names and geographic destinations associated with the Muslim world are 

no longer regarded as foreign and do not need to be italicized or (fully) transliterated. Examples (English): 

Seljuk, sultan, Allah, imam, Sunni, Sunnites, Cairo, Baghdad, Kufa, Quran (not Qurʾan), Sura, Sufi, 

hadith, emir, vizier, Aya.  

Examples of words in simplified transliteration: ʿAbbasids, Ismaʿili and Ismaʿilis, Shiʿi, Shiʿite, Shiʿites, 

etc.  

 

For transliterated Arabic words, titles, and names, please retain the article “al-”: al-Ṭabarī, etc. 
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Capitalization 

Authors should be consistent in their use of capitalization and overcapitalization should be avoided. The 

abbreviations ‘vol.,’ ‘no.,’ and ‘pt.’ are not normally capitalized. Do not use English capitalization rules for 

languages other than English, but follow the current usage for these languages.  

N.B. When referring to English titles, English capitalization rules should be observed.  

 

Unicode Fonts, Non-Roman scripts & Transliteration 
For a uniform encoding of non-Roman scripts and diacritics used for Roman transliteration the use of a 

font conforming to the Unicode standard is required. We recommend that you download the Brill fonts 

(brill.com/page/BrillFont/brill-typeface) that contain the full range of diacritics and linguistics characters 

used to display transliteration of Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi and Bengali. It is 

required to use transliteration systems consistently throughout the manuscript.  

For Arabic script and transliteration, please follow the Brill guidelines: brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-

and-unicode 

For Indian scripts and Urdu (IAST): 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Alphabet_of_Sanskrit_Transliteration; 

For Hindi (IAST):  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Alphabet_of_Sanskrit_Transliteration; 

For Punjabi (LoC): loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/panjabi.pdf; 

For Bengali (LoC): loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/bengali.pdf; 

For Persian (DMG) : transliteration.eki.ee/pdf/Persian.pdf; 

Ottoman Turkish (Birnbaum 1967) transliteration.eki.ee/pdf/Ottoman_Turkish.pdf. 

 

Manuscript Length 
Manuscripts, including extended reviews should contain a minimum of approx. 10,000 words including 

footnotes, a bibliography and the abstract (100 words max.). 

Archaeological field reports should contain a minimum of 2000 words including footnotes, but excluding 

a concise English summary of reports in Arabic, Persian and Turkish of at least 500 words. 

 

Image Count 
Images: max. 40 images per article. This number does not include small thumbnail sized photographs 

that are common in archaeology publications for example. Large amounts of illustrative material may be 

gathered together in a plates section, but this should always be discussed with the Editor-in-Chief. 

 

Manuscript Structure 

 

General 
Manuscripts should be submitted including quotations, footnotes and a bibliography.  

Contributions should have as little formatting as possible. All formatting will be done by the typesetter. 

https://brill.com/page/BrillFont/brill-typeface
https://brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode
https://brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Alphabet_of_Sanskrit_Transliteration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Alphabet_of_Sanskrit_Transliteration
https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/panjabi.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/romanization/bengali.pdf
https://transliteration.eki.ee/pdf/Persian.pdf
https://transliteration.eki.ee/pdf/Ottoman_Turkish.pdf
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Biographical Note 
Authors should send a brief biographical note of max. 50 words for inclusion under Notes on 

Contributors with the manuscript file.  

 

Abstract  
All articles should include a substantive, stand-alone abstract of max. 100 words. Abstracts are also used 

for indexation purposes. They are intended to encourage the reader to seek out the full article. The first 

sentence or two of your article may repeat wording in the summary.  Please start with a topic sentence 

that identifies the subject in the first few words.   

N.B.: This abstract should not be confused with the English summary that is to be provided with the 

archaeological field reports in Arabic, Persian and Turkish! 

 

Keywords 
All articles should include a list of 3-8 keywords that will allow a reader searching for related topics to 

easily locate your article. Spelling variants for terms that appear in the article or other relevant terms that 

may not appear in the article at all can be useful.  

 

Headings 
Headings should be flush left using sentence case: 

 

This is a first level heading 

 

Bold 
Bold should only be used in exceptional cases of extra emphasis, and for the main headings. 

 

Italics 
The titles of works, periodicals, texts, and third level headings should be italicized. Foreign words other 

than the main language should also be italicized, except for ordinary terms associated with and (place) 

names in and from the Muslim world. Underlined text will be changed to italics.   

 

Quotations 
In English periods and commas precede quotation marks. However, colons, semicolons, exclamation 

points, and question marks follow closing quotation marks unless a question mark or exclamation point 

belongs within the quoted matter {Which of Shakespeare’s characters said, “All the world’s a stage”?} {He 

asked her, “Where are you from?”}.  

In quoted material, leave spelling unchanged except in the case of obvious error. 
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Footnotes 
All contributions must have footnotes instead of endnotes. All footnotes should be numbered.  

 

Reference Style 
Always provide the author’s last name in repeated references to the same author. Please do not use idem  

or dashes for repeated author names. 

Capitalization of titles in both headline-style or sentence-style is allowed.  

Please follow the same capitalization style as in the original title. 

Reverse italics in titles are permitted when applicable. 

The Reference List should be presented in Roman script. Use a transcribed version of the reference where 

necessary. The original script can be included within square brackets. 

Based on Harvard Style – should also be suitable for APA and SBL styles, and The Chicago Manual of Style. 

author-date style. 

 

References and Citations 
The first time something is cited it should be as complete as possible. Shorten subsequent citations of 

sources already given unless doing so could confuse the reader. A frequently mentioned work may be 

cited parenthetically within the text. Use ibid. (in Roman type) to refer to a single work cited in the note 

immediately preceding it. Do not use op. cit., idem., or loc. cit.  

 

In-Text Citation 
Citations in the text should consist of one or two authors and the year of publication, or first author + et 

al. and year, totally in brackets or only the year in brackets, authors separated by ‘and’, author(s) and year 

separated by comma. Different references should be separated by semicolon, alphabetically ordered. If 

the list contains several references of the same author(s), extra years should be added to the first 

entrance of an author. Differentiate between references by the same author(s) from the same year by 

adding a, b, etc.  

Examples: (Author, 2019) or Author (2019); (Authors et al., 2019; Authors et al., 2009a). 

If a publication is in press, the reference should be as complete as possible, e.g. by stating the name of the 

journal and adding ‘in press’ 

 

Book 
Author, A.A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

 

Edited Book 

Editor, A.A., and Editor, B., eds. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 
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E-book 
Author, A.A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

 
Book without Authors 

The Title of the Book (2019). Location: Publisher. 

 
Book by a Corporate Author or Organization 
Organization Name (2019). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 
 
Article in Edited Volume 
Author, A., and Author, B. (2019). The Title of the Article. In: A. Editor and B. Editor, eds., The Title of the 

Book, Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

 
Multi-Volume Work (as a Whole) 
Editor, A., ed. (2019). The Title of the Work. (2 vols). Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Work. (2 vols). Location: Publisher. 

 
Multi-Volume Work (Specific Volume) 
Editor, A., ed. (2019). The Title of the Work, Volume 2. Location: Publisher, pp. 110.  
Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Work, Volume 2. Location: Publisher, pp. 1–10. 

 
Journal Article 
Author, A.A., Author, B., and Author, C. (2019). The Title of the Article. Journal Title 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Article. Journal Title 70, pp. 1–10. 

 
Pre–published Journal Article 
Author, A.A., Author, B., and Author, C. (2019). The Title of the Article.  Journal  Title, pp. 1–10. DOI 

10.1163/1234567X–12345678. 

 
Forthcoming Work 
Author, A. (forthcoming). “The Title of the Journal article.” Journal Title, 1–10. 

Author, A. (forthcoming). The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 

 

Dissertation or Thesis 
Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Thesis, Degree Thesis, Department, University. 
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Newspaper Article 

Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Article. The Newspaper, June 24, p. 1. 

 

Other-Language Work with Translated Title Included 
Author, A. (2018). De titel van het artikel [The title of the article]. Journal Title 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

Work in Non-Roman Script 
Author,  A.  [Автор,  А.].  (2018).  “Nazvaniye  stat'i  zhurnala”  [Название  статьи  журнала].  Nazvaniye 

zhurnala [Название журнала] 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

Translated Work 
Author, A. (2019). The Title of the Article. Translated by A. Translator. Journal Title 70 (1), pp. 1–10. 

 

Online Material 
Articles published in online journals, magazines, or newspapers should be cited similarly to their printed 

counterparts, but with the addition of a URL (website address). For online or other electronic sources 

that do not have a direct print counterpart (such as an institutional website of blog), give as much 

information as you can in addition to the URL. Revision dates or access dates should not be included 

unless the page no longer exists. In that case, authors may either include access dates or the home page of 

the site. 

 

Informally Published Electronic Material and Website Content 
May be cited in running text, in-text, or in a note.  - “On its website, the Evanston Public Library Board 

 of Trustees states . . .” - Evanston Public Library Board of Trustees, “Evanston Public Library Strategic 

Plan, 2000–2010: A Decade of Outreach,” Evanston Public Library, 

http://www.epl.org/library/strategicplan00.html. 

 

Running Text Citations  
Many non-academic sources may be cited initially in running text rather than in a note.  

- “In a conversation with the author on October 12, 1999, Mr Smith said that . . .”  

- “As William Niederkorn noted in a New York Times article on June 20, 2002 . . . ” 

 

Scriptural References 

All citations of verses from the Quran should follow the “standard” Egyptian edition and appear  

in the form “Q 3:23” (or “3:23” when Q has already appeared in the sentence). The Q is written without  

italics and without a period. Ḥadith citations should be given as book and bāb, not page number or  

number of the ḥadith, as these can vary. Please also provide, in the bibliography, the publication details 

of the edition you use.   

 

 

http://www.epl.org/library/strategicplan00.html
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Dates 

The standard system of dating all post-Hijra events is Hijri/Christian, e.g. 786/1384-5 and 786-

96/1384-93. Hijri-Shamsi dates should be specifically indicated as “sh”. Months are always spelled in full.  

For pre-Islamic dates, indicate by following the date with CE or BCE (not C.E. or B.C.E.). 

In dates, the following is preferred: 1860-1 (not 1860-1861, nor 1860-61), 1850-72, and 1860-1942. 

 

Numbers 

In general, spell out numbers one to hundred, round numbers (hundreds, thousands, and millions), and 

any number beginning in a sentence.  

 

Ordinals 
When using ordinals with “century,” a hyphen is needed only when it is being used adjectivally (e.g., a 

sixteenth-century poem but writing in the sixteenth century (not 16th century!). 
 

Acknowledgements 
If an author wishes to list acknowledgements, they should be placed in the first footnote. 

 

Figures & Tables 
File names or numbers should indicate clearly to which figure and Table each caption belongs and their 

place in the text.   

Image files for publication should be provided in a digital format. Images should be submitted in .tiff, .jpg 

format; complex and detailed line drawings should preferably be submitted in .eps (vector) format. 

Possible other formats are .psd, .ai and Excel [only tabular data will be used and figure(s) redrawn]. 

Please consult an expert if you have trouble supplying these formats yourself.  

File resolution should be at least 300 dots per inch (dpi) at 100% size for color illustrations and 600 dpi at 

100% for line drawings, halftones and grayscale illustrations. A small photograph scanned at 300 dpi 

cannot be enlarged without significant loss of quality! Images downloaded from the Internet are very 

often not usable (they are usually only 72 or 96 dpi).  

All figures and tables should be included in the Word file and PDF copy of this Word File for review. 

Please make sure they are inserted in the correct place within the running text. Small resolution 

figure files are recommended for initial submission in the manuscript files. Once an article is 

accepted for publication, the author will be asked to remove them, to indicate with place holders in 

red where the images are to appear (Fig. 1 here; Table 1 here), and to submit them separately as 

high-resolution image files. The names of these high res image files for typesetting should be 

identical to the names of the place holders in the text and contain your last name, for example 

Figure 1 Smith and Table 7 Smith.  
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Diagrams, charts, maps, plans, and other line drawings must be submitted in camera-ready form. If 

you are using tables and/or maps that have been copied or scanned from another publication, 

please make sure to follow the instructions for image files as mentioned above!  

A list of captions, including the full appropriate copyright acknowledgements, credit lines and 

permissions, labelled Figure 1, Figure 2, Figure 3.a. Table 1, etc. must be supplied.   

If only a detail of an image has to be shown, please send us the complete, uncropped image with 

the crop as a reference for the typesetter when you send the final files for typesetting. 

The text in a figure should not be smaller than corps 9 and must be legible. The size of this lettering 

should be the same for all figures.  

The type area for large illustrations for this journal is maximum 175 mm wide and 24o mm high. Please 

consider indicating the minimum print size of the images and drawings in a separate word file as a 

reference for the typesetter: Figure 1 Smith: 1 full page, Figure 2 Smith: ½ page, Figure 3 Smith: ¼ page or 

Figure 4 Smith: 1/8 page.  

Please try not to create or submit unnecessarily large image files with a dpi that is much higher than the 

required 300 or 600 dpi. A very high dpi will increase the size of your image files, but it will not result in 

better quality journal prints. 

If excessive file size forbids the uploading of images by e-mail, these may be forwarded to the  

Editor-in-Chief via a computer file transfer service, such as WeTransfer. Please do not use Dropbox and or 

share images in separate folders. 

 
N.B.: Authors should ensure that the appropriate copyrights for all illustrations have been obtained from 

the copyright-holders, including tables, maps and/or line drawings that have been re-used! 

Copyright acknowledgements and permissions must be mentioned in the captions.  

If photographs have been taken by the author of the article him- or herself or by a colleague, the name 

has to be mentioned in the captions! If a copyright-holding photographer is and remains unknown after 

ample investigation, please mention that the photographer is unknown in the captions. Please mention 

the name of the photographer / that the photographer is unknown, even if the photo is old or antique 

and copyrights may have expired. 

 

Tables 
Tables should be kept as simple as possible. Use of bold type and capitalized words must be avoided. Vertical 

lines will be deleted, horizontal lines must be limited to the minimum, and data should be ordered in a 

convenient way. The caption should give all details that are needed to understand the table. 
 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. In the event of a multi-authored contribution, proofs are sent to the first-
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named author unless otherwise requested. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are 

strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the 

proofs.  At this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the 

original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not 

accepted unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly. 

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Open Access 
 The author(s) keep full copyright and give Brill permission to publish by signing a special Brill Open 

Consent to Publish. The Brill Open Consent to Publish will be sent to you by the responsible desk-editor. 

For more information on Brill Open go to: brill.com/brillopen or contact brillopen@brill.com. 
 

 

mailto:brillopen@brill.com

