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Uno, who proposes to study capitalism at three distinct levels of abstraction,
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insists that there should be a mid-range theory of its developmental stages (
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dankaïron) between the pure theory of capital, which must be couched in the
form of Hegelian dialectic ( genriron), and capitalist histories which must be
recounted with full empirical detail. In this book he illustrates how he would
himself expose that mid-range theory, by summarising the three types of
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economic policy that the bourgeois state successively adopted: mercantilism,
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liberalism and imperialism. He moreover indicates that economics can relate
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and cross-fertilise with other branches of social science, such as law and
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politics, only at this level of abstraction, thus achieving an adequate theory of
the bourgeois state. Nowhere else is Marx’s insight into ‘the state as the
epitome of bourgeois society’ more vividly endorsed than in this book.
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