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This book offers an overview of all facets of musical life in sixteenth-century
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Venice. It addresses the city’s institutions (churches, confraternities, and
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academies) against the background of public and private occasions of music
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making. Supported by a generous collection of archival, literary, and
iconographical sources, it treats both ceremonial life in the Serenissima and
private forms of patronage. The Companion also addresses the dense web of
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musical activity (from chapel masters and singers to instrumentalists and
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instrument makers to music printers and theorists) and the rich variety of
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styles and musical genres (the frottola, the madrigal, motets and masses,
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instrumental music, polychoral music, Venetian-language polyphony),
broadening the geographical perspective beyond the Veneto to Istria and
Dalmatia.
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Scholars and students of (Renaissance) musicology, history, art history, urban
history, the history of religion, and institutional history, as well as musicians
interested in all facets of musical life in sixteenth-century Venice.
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