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3. FINNISH VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
AND TRAINING IN TRANSITION

,1752'8&7,21

,Q(XURSHDQHGXFDWLRQDOSROLFLHVLQLWLDOYRFDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQDQGWUDLQLQJ ,9(7 
has a rather low status since it leads to lower-paid employment and lower-status
RFFXSDWLRQV FRPSDUHG WR KLJKHU HGXFDWLRQ SURJUDPPHV ,9(7¶V SRVLWLRQ LV DOVR
diminished by the fact that the vocational educational paths are chosen by those
whose parents come from a lower educational background than the parents of
FKLOGUHQ VWXG\LQJ LQ JHQHUDO XSSHU VHFRQGDU\ HGXFDWLRQ 9LURODLQHQ  6WHQVWU|P
  +RZHYHU QRW DOO VWXGHQWV DUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ DFDGHPLF VWXGLHV7KH FRXQWHU
GHYHORSPHQWRIDFDGHPLFFRQWHQWLQYRFDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQDQGWUDLQLQJ 9(7 KDV
EHHQ HPSKDVLVHG VLQFH WKH HDUO\ V ZKHQ WKH FXUULFXOD RI )LQQLVK9(7 ZHUH
UHIRUPHGWRLQFOXGHDQRQWKHMREWUDLQLQJSHULRGDQGVNLOOVGHPRQVWUDWLRQV .RXNNX
.\U|3DFNDOpQ 9ROPDUL9LURODLQHQ 6WHQVWU|P 
%\  WKH VKDUH RI WKRVH FKRRVLQJ ,9(7 LPPHGLDWHO\ DIWHU WKH FRPSOHWLRQ
RIFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQKDGLQFUHDVHGWRDQGKDVUHPDLQHGDW±VLQFH
WKHQ .RXNNXHWDO2IILFLDO6WDWLVWLFVRI)LQODQG>26)@ $WWKHVDPH
time, the share of those continuing in general upper secondary education has
EHHQ ± 26)   7KLV LQFUHDVHG OHYHO RI SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ ,9(7 PDNHV
the Finnish model distinctive and interesting concerning the vocational education
systems of the other Nordic countries, as well as other European countries. Based on
WKHLUFRPSDUDWLYHDQDO\VHVRI1RUGLFFRXQWULHV*HUPDQ\DQGWKH8QLWHG.LQJGRP
6WHQVWU|PDQG9LURODLQHQ  FRQFOXGHWKDW)LQODQGKDVPDQDJHGWRLPSURYHWKH
LPDJHRI9(77KHUHDUHVHYHUDOUHDVRQVIRUWKLVVRPHDFFLGHQWDODQGVRPHEHFDXVH
of strategic planning. For example, one somewhat accidental cultural outcome is the
visibility of chefs and gardeners in popular media. Due to strategic development,
WKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOLVDWLRQRI,9(7KDVLPSURYHGLWVVWDWXVDVZHOODVFRPSHWLWLYHQHVV
in national and international skills competitions. Still, the most important elements
of success are the general eligibility for higher education in all upper secondary
education and the establishment of applied science universities that offer interesting
KLJKHUHGXFDWLRQURXWHVIRU9(7JUDGXDWHV
'XULQJWKHODVWIHZGHFDGHVWKH)LQQLVK9(7KDVEHHQGHYHORSHGDVDFRQWLQXXP
WR UHVSRQG WR WKH QHHGV RI WKH ODERXU PDUNHW DQG WKH VRFLHW\ LQ JHQHUDO 7HUlV
 ,QWKLVUHVSHFWWKH)LQQLVKYRFDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQSROLF\FDQEHUHJDUGHGDV
HYROXWLRQDU\LQQDWXUH FI6DKOEHUJ +RZHYHULQWKH)LQQLVK9(7$FW
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 ZDVUHIRUPHGFRPELQLQJWKHGLIIHUHQWSDUWVRI9(7GHYHORSHGLQWKHSDVW
:HFODLPWKDWWKHVHFKDQJHVFDQEHUHJDUGHGDVUHYROXWLRQDU\ FI6DKOEHUJ 
DVWKH\FRQWDLQPDQ\QHZHOHPHQWVZKLOHDWWKHVDPHWLPHIXQGLQJIRU9(7ZDV
reduced. The reduced financing, combined with new policies and concepts, create a
worrying mixture. The current voices from the school field are dissonant, especially
in schools that have begun to put the new policies into practice. The reform concerns
QRWRQO\WKHSUDFWLFHDQGSHGDJRJ\RI9(7EXWDOVRWKHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQDQGILQDQFLDO
criteria.
,Q WKLV FKDSWHU WKH FXUUHQW FKDQJHV LQ )LQQLVK9(7 DUH DQDO\VHG %HFDXVH WKH
reform took place in Finland just when writing this, during the academic year of
±WKHUHDUHQRSURIRXQGUHVHDUFKUHVXOWVRIWKHUHIRUP¶VHIIHFWV\HW7KXV
RXU DQDO\VLV LV EDVHG RQ PDSSLQJ WKH WKUHDWV DQG VWUHQJWKV RI WKH UHQHZHG 9(7
system. In our argumentation, we rely on some relevant research knowledge, official
statistics and the documents of the Finnish national educational administration
DXWKRULWLHVWKH0LQLVWU\RI(GXFDWLRQDQG&XOWXUH 0R(& DQGWKH)LQQLVK1DWLRQDO
$JHQF\ RI (GXFDWLRQ ('8),  %HVLGHV WKDW ZH KDYH GRQH VRPH XQRIILFLDO
LQWHUYLHZVZLWK9(7WHDFKHUVDQGKDYHVHDUFKHGYDULRXVQHZVDQGDUWLFOHVLQWKH
Finnish media. Before we begin the analysis, a brief history of vocational training is
introduced to better understand the present.
7+(),11,6+92&$7,21$/('8&$7,21$1'75$,1,1*817,/

,WLVLQWHUHVWLQJWRFRPSDUHWKHFXUUHQWJRDOVRI)LQQLVK9(7WRWKHHDUO\\HDUVRI
official vocational training. This comparison gives perspective to the current era.
The Early Development of VET
:LWK LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ YRFDWLRQDO WUDLQLQJ ZDV XVHG DV D ZD\ WR DFKLHYH VRFLDO
control when towns began to establish schools that prepared students for various
RFFXSDWLRQV,QWKHHDUO\WKFHQWXU\LPSRUWDQWWDVNVLQFOXGHGJHWWLQJWKH\RXQJ
people off the streets and enhancing possibilities to earn one’s living with different
NLQGVRIKDQGLFUDIWVNLOOV .OHPHOl 
2ULJLQDOO\ 9(7 ZDV GLYLGHG XQGHU WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI VHYHUDO PLQLVWULHV
Different vocational qualifications were offered by private and state education
RUJDQLVHUV )RU H[DPSOH LQ ¶V WKH VWDWH RUJDQLVHG HGXFDWLRQ IRU WLPEHU
supervisors, nurses and seafaring. The private sector took responsibility for farming,
householding and craft industries, and also received subsidies from the state
.OHPHOl 
$IWHU WKH 6HFRQG :RUOG :DU WKH IRFXV RI WKH )LQQLVK HFRQRP\ VKLIWHG IURP
farming to industry and services, and the Finnish state took more responsibility for
vocational training. New occupations were born and, hence, school-based education
became necessary. The increase of vocational education institutions was rapid during
WKHVDQGVLQ)LQODQG .OHPHOl 7KHWLPHEHWZHHQWKHVDQG


