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4. INITIAL TEACHER EDUCATION AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF LAPLAND

,1752'8&7,21

In this chapter, I will introduce the initial teacher education model of the University
RI/DSODQG 8R/ IURPWKHSHUVSHFWLYHRIWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKHUHVHDUFKLQJDQG
UHIOHFWLYHWHDFKHU5HVHDUFKEDVHGWHDFKHUHGXFDWLRQKDVDORQJWUDGLWLRQLQ)LQODQG
and it is currently considered a key principle of teacher education. However, the
research methods and the research itself are often connected in an unstructured
manner in teacher education. Thus, neither the students, nor, at times, even the teacher
educators see the significance of research in teachers’ work or professional growth.
Our teacher education programme aims to integrate research, teaching practices
and pedagogical studies. The programme is based on the principles and aspects of
the international literature and research studies on teacher education. Using concrete
examples, my purpose is to describe the practical implementation stages of our model,
and the tools, context and forms of activities it requires. The model has been developed
and tested by the University of Lapland’s teacher education programme, and the first
FUHDWRURIWKHPRGHOLV3URIHVVRU(PHULWD$QQHOL/DXULDOD /DXULDOD 
I will explain how the initial teacher education programme at the University of
Lapland has been organised in order to support the growth of student teachers-asresearchers. The final goal of teacher education is to educate teachers who are active
as developers, researchers and reflective practitioners of their own work.
%$&.*5281'

5HVHDUFKEDVHG WHDFKHU HGXFDWLRQ KDV D ORQJ WUDGLWLRQ LQ )LQODQG +RZHYHU WKH
students’ motivation and commitment to research activities has been low. Furthermore,
students have considered research and pedagogical studies unconnected. They have
also regarded research studies as irrelevant to teachers’ work, because they fail to
VHH WKH FRQQHFWLRQ EHWZHHQ UHVHDUFK DQG WKHLU WHDFKLQJ SUDFWLFHV +DNDOD 
0F.HQ]LH 6DQWLDJR 7RILOOWKLVJDSWKHDLPRIWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI/DSODQG¶V
teacher education programme is to provide students with opportunities to become
acquainted with research and to evolve into reflective teachers.
All teachers complete a master’s degree in education studies, which includes
both academic studies and practical experience in schools. The main purpose of
the programme is for students to come to understand the links between pedagogical
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VWXGLHV UHVHDUFK VWXGLHV DQG WHDFKLQJ SUDFWLFHV FI .ROE¶V H[SHULPHQWDO OHDUQLQJ
WKHRU\ 7KLVZLOOKHOSWKHPWRPDNHJRRGXVHRIWKHLUWKHRUHWLFDOZRUNQRWRQO\
during their teaching practice, but also in the future as qualified teachers. To this
end, each practicum is connected to one educational course and a certain research
method, and includes a pedagogical seminar in which the students reflect on their
own classroom experiences.
In this chapter, I will describe the main steps of the process whereby students
develop their own teacher-as-researcher identities through the integration of theory,
practice and research studies. I will seek the answer to the research questions: “How
do student teachers begin to build their own teacher identities during the study years?”
and “How can teacher education support student teachers professional growth?”
The aim of teacher education at the University of Lapland is to educate students
to become strong experts of pedagogy and didacticism who can work inspirationally
and flexibly in a dynamic environment. The student teachers’ gain readiness to cooperate with colleagues as well as inter-professional experts. They are supported
to build their own teacher identity and own pedagogical theory as well as to work
towards developing an extensive, exploratory and dynamic teacher profession. The
final aim of our teacher education is to educate reflective practitioners for dynamic
VFKRROGD\VZLWKGLYHUVHOHDUQHUV 7HDFKHU(GXFDWLRQ&XUULFXOXPí 
35,1&,3/(62)7($&+(5('8&$7,21$77+(81,9(56,7<2)/$3/$1'

5HVHDUFKEDVHGWHDFKHUHGXFDWLRQUHIHUVWRWHDFKHUHGXFDWLRQSURJUDPPHVZKHUHWKH
education is based on research and the study courses are integrated with the research
7RRPHWDO ,Q)LQODQGWKHUHVHDUFKEDVHGDSSURDFKKDVEHHQFRQVLGHUHGRQH
of the key factors explaining the high quality of teaching and success in the Program
IRU,QWHUQDWLRQDO6WXGHQW$VVHVVPHQW 3,6$  1LHPL7RRP .DOOLRQLHPL 
At the University of Lapland, combining theory and practice have been approached
through a model of teacher education based on an interpretive approach. Student
teachers are trained to become reflective practitioners, and researcher and teacher
identity formation and professional development are an essential part of the initial
WHDFKHUHGXFDWLRQ .DDVLOD /DXULDOD.\U|bPPlOl/DXULDOD
DE 
The nature of teacher’s work and the schools themselves have changed during the
ODVWGHFDGHV .URNIRUVHWDO 7HDFKHUVDUHVXSSRVHGWRDFWDVFKDQJHDJHQWV
they are expected to forecast changes in society and to lead the change at schools,
VXFK DV E\ WDNLQJ SDUW LQ FXUULFXOXP SODQQLQJ 3ULHVWOH\ (GZDUGV 3ULHVWOH\ 
0LOOHU ,QDGGLWLRQPXOWLFXOWXUDOLVPDQGWHFKQRORJLFDOGHYHORSPHQWVDPRQJ
others affect teachers’ everyday work and force them to research continuously
their environment, to reflect on their own actions and to update their competences
/XXNNDLQHQ 
7KHODWHVW)LQQLVKQDWLRQDOFRUHFXUULFXOXPIRUEDVLFHGXFDWLRQ  KDVDOVRVHW
modern requirements for teachers. Thus, strengthening the research-based approach


