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6. IMMIGRANT STUDENTS IN THE FINNISH
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

,1752'8&7,21

This chapter addresses the issues concerning immigrant students in the Finnish
educational system. In this chapter, an immigrant refers to a person who has
moved to Finland as a refugee, asylum seeker or returnee, or for other reasons
)LQQLVK ,PPLJUDWLRQ 6HUYLFH   7KH FRQFHSWV RI DQ LPPLJUDQW VWXGHQW D
student of immigrant origin and a student with an immigrant background are used
interchangeably, based on the definition of the Organisation for Economic CoRSHUDWLRQ DQG 'HYHORSPHQW 2(&'  S   ZKLFK GHVFULEHV VXFK VWXGHQWV
as having both parents born outside of Finland. This definition includes both firstgeneration and second-generation immigrants. First-generation immigrant students
and their parents are foreign born. Second-generation immigrant students were born
in Finland, but their parents are foreign born.
This chapter presents a brief history of immigration in Finland and discusses
the main principles before shedding light on the main problems with immigrant
education. Last, this chapter addresses ways to overcome the challenges and develop
the educational system for immigrants in Finland.
%$&.*5281'

Over the past two decades, the number of people with foreign backgrounds has
increased steadily in Finland. A person is considered to have a foreign background
if both of his or her parents or only known parent were born outside of Finland. At
WKHHQGRIWKHQXPEHURISHRSOHZLWKIRUHLJQEDFNJURXQGVWRWDOOHG
FRPSULVLQJRIWKHFRXQWU\¶VHQWLUHSRSXODWLRQ2IWKHVHSHRSOHZLWKIRUHLJQ
EDFNJURXQGV  ZHUHILUVWJHQHUDWLRQLPPLJUDQWVDQGWKHUHVW  
ZHUH WKH VHFRQG JHQHUDWLRQ ZKR ZHUH ERUQ LQ )LQODQG 6WDWLVWLFV )LQODQG  
)ROORZLQJ WKH ZRUOGZLGH UHIXJHH FULVLV LQ  )LQODQG UHFHLYHG  DV\OXP
VHHNHUVWLPHVKLJKHUWKDQLQSUHYLRXV\HDUV 0LQLVWU\RIWKH,QWHULRU $WWKH
HQGRIDOPRVWIRUHLJQFLWL]HQVOLYHGLQ)LQODQGFRPSULVLQJRI
WKH FRXQWU\¶V SRSXODWLRQ 2I WKH DSSUR[LPDWHO\  QDWLRQDOLWLHV UHSUHVHQWHG WKH
ODUJHVWJURXSVZHUH(VWRQLDQV5XVVLDQVDQG,UDTLV 6WDWLVWLFV)LQODQG 
7KH SURSRUWLRQ RI IRUHLJQODQJXDJH VWXGHQWV ZKR VSHDN ODQJXDJHV RWKHU WKDQ
)LQQLVK6ZHGLVKRU6DPL WRDOOVWXGHQWVLQFUHDVHGLQ)LQQLVKEDVLFHGXFDWLRQJHQHUDO

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2019 | DOI:10.1163/9789004394278_006

0.g5..g

XSSHU VHFRQGDU\ HGXFDWLRQ DQG YRFDWLRQDO HGXFDWLRQ EHWZHHQ  DQG  ,Q
RIWKHVWXGHQWVLQEDVLFHGXFDWLRQZHUHIRUHLJQODQJXDJHVWXGHQWVZKLFK
LQFUHDVHGWRLQ,QIRUHLJQODQJXDJHVWXGHQWVFRPSULVHGRIWKH
VWXGHQW SRSXODWLRQ LQ JHQHUDO XSSHU VHFRQGDU\ HGXFDWLRQ DQG  LQ YRFDWLRQDO
XSSHUVHFRQGDU\HGXFDWLRQ )LQQLVK1DWLRQDO%RDUGRI(GXFDWLRQ$SULO 
35,1&,3/(62),00,*5$17('8&$7,21,1),1/$1'

Organisation of Education for Immigrant Youth
7KHEDVLFULJKWVHVWDEOLVKHGE\WKH&RQVWLWXWLRQRI)LQODQG  DOVRFRQFHUQ
IRUHLJQHUV UHVLGLQJ LQ WKH FRXQWU\$FFRUGLQJ WR 6HFWLRQ  ZLWKRXW DQ DFFHSWDEOH
reason, no one shall be treated differently from other persons on the grounds of
sex, gender, origin, language, conviction, religion, opinion, health, disability or
other reasons that concern his or her person. The right of everyone to use his or her
ODQJXDJHLVSURYLGHGLQ6HFWLRQZKLFKVWDWHVWKDWWKH6DPLDVLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOH
DVZHOODVWKH5RPDDQGRWKHUJURXSVKDYHWKHULJKWWRPDLQWDLQWKHLUODQJXDJHDQG
culture. Immigrant education in Finland aims to offer settlers the opportunities to
function as equal members of society and provide them with the same educational
EHQHILWVDVWKRVHRIRWKHU)LQQV )LQQLVK1DWLRQDO%RDUGRI(GXFDWLRQ 6HFWLRQ
JXDUDQWHHVHYHU\RQHWKHULJKWWREDVLFHGXFDWLRQIUHHRIFKDUJH+RZHYHUWKH
realisation of this section causes problems among students above the compulsory
VFKRRODJH )LQQLVK1DWLRQDO%RDUGRI(GXFDWLRQ 
All children permanently residing in Finland are subject to a compulsory basic
HGXFDWLRQZKLFKODVWVWHQ\HDUV:KHQDFKLOGWXUQVVL[\HDUVROGKHRUVKHVWDUWV
pre-primary education, which lasts one year. The basic education starts at the age
of seven and ends on completion of the comprehensive school syllabus, after the
QLQWKJUDGHRU\HDUVDIWHUEHJLQQLQJWKHFRPSXOVRU\HGXFDWLRQ )LQQLVK1DWLRQDO
%RDUGRI(GXFDWLRQ &KLOGUHQFRPLQJWR)LQODQGDUHXVXDOO\SODFHGZLWKD
JURXSWKDWFRUUHVSRQGVZLWKWKHLUNQRZOHGJHDQGVNLOOV )LQQLVK1DWLRQDO%RDUGRI
(GXFDWLRQS ,PPLJUDQWFKLOGUHQRIFRPSXOVRU\VFKRRODJH ±\HDUV
ROG RUSUHVFKRRODJH VL[\HDUVROG FDQSDUWLFLSDWHLQLQVWUXFWLRQLQSUHSDUDWLRQIRU
WKHLU EDVLF HGXFDWLRQ ZKLFK FRUUHVSRQGV WR D RQH\HDU V\OODEXV %DVLF (GXFDWLRQ
$FW $PHQGPHQW    :KLOH WKH LQVWUXFWLRQ LV QRW PDQGDWRU\ LW LV
usually beneficial for giving immigrant children the best springboard to basic
HGXFDWLRQ 0LQLVWU\RI(GXFDWLRQDQG&XOWXUHS ,QVWUXFWLRQWDNHVLQWR
consideration that students represent different ages and learning capabilities, and
it aims to support students’ language skills in Finnish and their mother tongue and
HTXLSWKHPZLWKWKHVNLOOVWKH\QHHGWRDWWHQGSUHVFKRRORUEDVLFHGXFDWLRQ )LQQLVK
1DWLRQDO %RDUG RI (GXFDWLRQ D  ,PPLJUDQWV ZKR DUH DERYH WKH FRPSXOVRU\
school age can complete their basic education in a general upper secondary school
for adult students, in a folk high school or as part of a study programme for adults
KHOGDWDJHQHUDOXSSHUVHFRQGDU\VFKRROIRU\RXQJSHRSOH )LQQLVK1DWLRQDO%RDUG


