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VERMIGLI AND FRENCH REFORM
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Introduction1
As part of his eight book history of the birth, progress, and decadence
of heresy in his century, Florimond de Raemond, the catholic apologist,
had to take up the history of Peter ‘Vermilly’ known by his supporters
as Peter ‘Martyr’.2 In writing his history De Raemond had a clear apologetic goal—to discredit Protestant heresy in France. One of the figures
he needed to discredit was this heretical monk who was actually no
martyr at all. Rather, he was fickle and morally repugnant. De Raemond
notes that Vermigli was never able to keep a steady job or theology.
He continually ran into problems with his employers and changed his
Eucharistic theology at will.3 Such was typical of a man who was too
curious and full of uncertitude. Martyr did not respect the importance
of true orthodoxy, and too easily found licence to change that which
had always been received by the church. In any case, he showed his
true colours by giving into the lusts of the flesh and marrying a former
nun, twice!4 De Raemond speculates that these nuns were no doubt
important to comfort him during his long nights of hard work.5
De Raemond was not alone in his critique of the legacy of Martyr.
In fact, a number of French Catholic apologists found it necessary to
critique Martyr specifically. Noel Talepied wrote with Jerome Bolsec
(who wrote about the scandalous life of Calvin) a refutation of the work
of the four major heretical theologians of their time—Luther, Karlstadt,
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Calvin, and Peter Martyr.6 Interestingly, his knowledge of Vermigli
is based largely on the introduction to the French translation of the
Dialogue—translated, he writes, by one of Vermigli’s ‘sect’.7 (Ironically,
the translator, Claude de Kerquefinen, was probably by this time again
a Catholic). Talepied argues that Vermigli’s pride in rejecting Catholic
doctrine led to his nomadic life. ‘God,’ writes Talepied about Vermigli
and his fellow heretic Ochino, ‘gives grace to the humble and brings
down the proud.’8
A final example of Vermigli’s legacy is the late 17th century battle
between Louis Maimbourg and Pierre Jurieu. In 1682 Louis Maimbourg,
a disgraced Jesuit priest wanting to rebuild his reputation, wrote his
pocket-sized Histoire du Calvinisme in which he traced the rise and
proliferation of the Protestant sects in France and Europe. 9 In his work
he clearly criticised the work of Vermigli at the Colloquy of Poissy.
Vermigli was well-educated, writes Maimbourg, but had a light and
changeable spirit on anything dealing with religion—hence, his role at
the Colloquy was a total failure.10
Maimbourg’s analysis is interesting, but more important for the present study is the way in which Vermigli’s memory was still alive among
the French Protestant leaders. One year later, Pierre Jurieu took up his
pen to defend point by point the criticisms of Maimbourg.11 Martyr
was not immoderate or an apostate, but rather a model to follow—
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