
Chapter 7 – Why Did it Happen?

I, as a Lithuanian, am obliged to speak about 
the guilt of Lithuanians. Sadism and robbery, 
scorn and shameful indifference to people can-

explained, they exist in such dark corners of in-
dividual and national consciousness that to seek 
rational reasons for them is a fruitless exercise.
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There are two means to unite a people – common 
ideals and common crime.
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twentieth century created an environment that very much stimulated the 

extermination of large ethnic groups and the development of a policy of 
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side and people usually did not have a one-dimensional understanding of 
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started to change especially after the disintegration of the Ottoman Em-
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tions but also in a lack of clarity as to who belonged to which ethnicity 
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en masse; the 

big difference with the Holocaust being the fact that basically all turned 
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 The initial plan of Stalin was to give the city to Belarus as part of the Belaru-
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