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Proleptonchusshamimi n. sp. collected from soil around the roots of unidentified grasses in
Hissar, Haryana, India, is most closely related to P. weischeri Goseco& Ferris, 1976 but differs
mainly in the structure of female posterior sexual branch, position of vulva, shape of tail and size
of spicules. Depending on the presence of sperms in it the length of postvulval uterine sac in the
new species is greatly variable. The variability of morphological characters used in the taxonomy
of Proleptonchus
and also the terminology of female reproductive organs in nematodes is discussed.
Remarks on the affinities of Leptonchuswith Proleptonchusare given.
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Proleptonchus shamimi*)
(Figs. 1-2)
Dimensions: Table

n. sp.

1.
TABLE I
Dimensions of Proleptonchus

shamimi

n. sp.

VBD = Body diameter at vulva. * Measured along the middle.
Description:
Female: Body 1.26 mm (1.14-1.42)
long, almost straight upon fixation with
blunt extremities.
Cuticle in two layers, thickest (3-5 gm) on tail.
marked off by slight depression.
Stoma flaskLip region 9-111 x 3-5
with slit-like apertures
which measure
shaped.
Amphids
stirrup-shaped
6-8 Am. Odontostyle
6-9 Am long with odontophore
of almost equal size.
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Basal
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Am
Guiding ring
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x
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34 gm (30-38)
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Positions of oesophageal
gland nuclei and their orifices as
follows: DN = 33-46; DO = 18-32; RSIN =
59-68; LSIN = 59-68; S10 =
59-68.

Nerve ring encircling
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Genital
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tract pseudomonodelphic
or didelphic (cf. Cohn & Sher,
of
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1972) with
of reflexed
a distinct

*) Named after Dr. M. Shamim Jairajpuri, Department of Zoology, Aligarh University,
Aligarh, India.

