
 

Vigiliae Christianae Supplements 
Instructions for authors 

 

Scope 

Vigiliae Christianae Supplements publishes scholarly monographs of a historical and cultural, 

linguistic or philological nature on early Christianity in the period from 100 to 600 CE with an 

emphasis on texts and other primary sources. 

 

Submission procedure 

In the majority of cases a two-step process is followed. 

(1) Authors are encouraged to submit to the editors a proposal for the publication of their research. 

The proposal is sent to the publisher and not to the editors directly. It will generally consist of the 

following components: 

(1) a brief description of the subject matter and methodology of the study, and also some 

remarks on its relation to existing research; 

(2) a provisional table of contents; 

(3) a cv of the proposer. 

The editors will respond whether they are interested in publishing the proposed manuscript. If this 

is the case, the author will give some indication of when the manuscript may be expected. 

(2) The completed manuscript is submitted to the publisher. It will generally consist of: 

(1) title page; 

(2) table of contents (usually including chapter and section titles); 

(3) list of abbreviations; 

(4) foreword (important for giving the institutional context of the research being 

published); 

(5) introduction; 

(6) main body of the work; 

(7) conclusion 

(8) list of proposed indices. 

(9) bibliography (separate bibliographies per chapter for edited volumes) 

Incomplete manuscripts cannot be accepted. A submitted manuscript will first be examined by 

the editors. If it fulfils the necessary conditions, they will select an experienced referee who will 

prepare a detailed reader’s report. On the basis of this report the editors will determine whether 

the manuscript will be published in the series. It will either be (1) rejected, or (2) unconditionally 

accepted, or (3) accepted under conditions of revision set by the editors and drawn up in a 

communication from the publisher. In the case of (3), the author is expected to revise the 

manuscript in accordance with the comments made by the editors and the reader. When the 

revised manuscript is submitted to the publisher, a final decision will be made. 

 It is not essential that this two-step procedure is always followed. Manuscripts may be 

sent directly to the publisher. However, it is recommended first to seek contact with the publisher 

before doing so, so that there will be full clarity about the procedure to be followed and the 

requirements to be adhered to. 

 

Submission requirements 

In general the author should study carefully the Author guide available on the Brill website. In 

addition to these general guidelines, the following conditions specific to the series are to be 

followed. 



 
(1) Manuscripts are accepted in English, French and German. Authors are responsible for ensuring 

that language and style are correct, idiomatic and fluent. 

(2) Manuscripts should not be shorter than 80,000 words and not longer than 300,000 words. 

(3) The title of the work must succinctly and accurately indicate its subject matter. 

(4) Both English and American spelling are acceptable provided they are used consistently. 

(5) Special care is to be taken in using non-Roman fonts. Unicode fonts only may be used. No 

transliteration is to be used for Greek words, except for common terms such as logos, pneuma etc. 

(such terms are to be italicised). Texts in languages such as Syriac and Coptic must be carefully 

checked. 

(6) For references to texts and scholarly literature both European and North American 

conventions may be used, provided this is done consistently. Name and date systems may also be 

used, but only in footnotes, not in the text. See further the Brill Author guide. 

(7) Manuscripts must always contain a bibliography. In many cases it will be useful to divide it into 

primary and secondary texts. For bibliographical formats see the Brill Author guide. 

(8) If the manuscript contains illustrations, the instructions in the Brill Author guide must be 

carefully followed. 

(9) Special rules apply to edited volumes. See chapter 3 of the Brill author guide. 

Manuscripts that do not conform to the above requirements cannot be accepted for publication. 

 


